“ELLIOTT'S BRIGADE.

HOW IT HELD THE CRATER AND
SAVED PETERSBURG.

4 Stery of the Bloodiest” Hand-to-Hand
Conflict of the War as Told to the
,i "l{ctenns by Col. M'Master--Lay-

"% ¢ ing and Fising the Mine.

{.The followmg paper was read Dec. 5
1895, beforé Camp by

tis say, “In a week's time-they: will blow
us up here

The explosion did not blow up all the
ground occupled by Pegram &nd the'in-
fantry in his rear; but left a féw feet of
his line and the gofge line—please mark.
this point, as the space left made a fine
rallying point for treops and the Federal
writers confound 1t with the crater

proper. N
ARTILLERY.

3ajor Coit, who was with Captain
‘Wright during’ the whole engagement,
says Wright shot near &0 rounds of skeils
and canister. It was 435 yards from tlie
centre of the crater. Davidson's battery |
of one sun on the south about 375 yards,

Col. F. W. 3lcMaster: =

*Comrades—The battle of the crater or
the mine, as it is sometimes called, whick
occurred near Petersburg,~Va., July 30,
184, was a terrivie- comedtrang differed
from_any ofher engagement during the
war of the Federals and the Confederates.
It. was pecullar from the fact that there
was no point froor which the spectator
could witness the engagement, and the
soldler, while fighting for his life, could
not see what was transpiring around him.

‘This resulted from the peculfar struc-
ture. of the Confederate lines. Before
g!\lnz a detailed account of the battle, as

saw It, and as described by others, it
wﬂl Zssist you to understand the charace
ter of the work, and the “Jocus In quo.”

‘The line of defences around Petersburg
has been p the finest
ing of the war, and they came about In
this way: GCemeral Grant outgeneraled
Lee by secretly transterring his army to
the south side of James river. Deaure-
gard repeatedly informed General Lee

nat Grant was crossing the river, and

'or more troops. e would not
be\le\e the dispatches, and battles began
in, which Beauregard displayed wonderful
strategy. However, Lee was sutisfled of
his blunder in time to Increase Beaure-
gard's troops to 11,000 men. Seeing that
an attack en Petersburg was Inevitable,
Genéral Beauregard instructed Colonel
Hurﬂs 10 stake the line of new fortifica~
tion§ on the undulating hills about a mile
and.a half from Petersburg, on the east
slde. After the heavy battle of the 1§th
une, where the Confederates opposed
41,00 Federals, General Beauregard
slipped, nway after dark and retired to
the new line marked out by Colonel Har-
ris, where the soldlers during the whole
night, with no tools except bayonets and
tin cups, entrenched themselves so Se-
curely that the enemy declined to renew
the attack the next day.

You wht observe this Construction of
breastworks ‘was opposite to the usual
mode of bullding military fortifications,
which 1s to bulld from the outside, so
the enemy will have a‘ditch and a breast-
work to cross, and the soldlers within
the breastwork can have free locemo-
tiony on level.ground to the rear. By our
plan e’ were hemmed in by~ a counter-
scarp atjour hack, and we could not move
ezcept in the ditch. The bank towards
the enemy was finally made higher than
our heads and we had to make &

step called a “banguette in  or-
der to shoot over without muzh
exposure. These trenches ran zig-

zag for some miles. The enemy made a
line nearly para!lel.

*“Pegram's,’” scmetimes called “El-
liott’s™ salient. was on the highest hill
on the line, and the nearest to the ene-
my. Four canncns were placed in a
semi-circular chapé on the nose of the
hill and pointed to the enemy. It was
under the command of Captain Pegram,
of Coit’s battallon. Immediately in rear
of this battery of four guns was a breaat-
work for infantry to protect the guns
In case 0f an attack by, the enemy. This
was a very strong, widé and high breast-
work, with a wide trench In the rear,
which at each end terminated In the
maln trench, which was continuous. The
distance to the enemy’s lne from this
as the enemy called 1t, was said

On the north side of the crater (our
teft) the hill sloped to g3, branch, which
sed In a.culvert through our line. The
distance frem thé crater to this branch
was aboyt £00 yards. ~About 300 yards
down the hill was & covered way of 100
yards running northwest up the branch,
near a spring. General Elllott’s head-
quarters was located near this spriag,
and at the mouth of a ravine, where Mu-
hone and his Virginlans won so much
glory. This ravipe mns parallel with
Eﬂib(l's liné and is 200 s distant
from it. The hill slopgs from the
trench’s front and rear. Immediately
north there, were four or five traverses
running to the rear perpendicular to the
main trench perhaps 20 yards, These
traverses were erected to protect the line,
from an enfilading” fire of the enemy on
‘our left.

Besides the traverses there were many
difches to obtain access to the rear. In
the sides of these ditches closs to the
trench officers burrowed holes in which
to sleep. Soma of these were covered
wuhmoumls of earth, There was a ditch
in th rear which
with nll the traversee and ditches. No
‘wonder that some of the Federal officers
compared this ne:work cf diiches to the
catatombs of Ro

TB’E MINE.
“The mine was suggested by Colonel
wh a

o
from the mining region of Pennsylvania.
Its main gallery was 510 feet and the
lateral galleries 37 feet, undet which were
created efght 1,000

by MaJ. Gibbes of this
city untyl he was wounded, and after-
wards by Capt. Chamberlane and Baj.
MHaskell, who brought up two small Coe-
horn mortars abcut 11 o’ciock and placed
them near the crater under the order of
Gen. Mahone, These batteries undoubt-
&dly rendéred more-eflective service than
the rest of our artillery during that*afy |
‘Wright[s battery was bullt ‘especially to
resist an assault on the sallent. It was
located behind the right wing of Ram~
som’s brigade and commanded three-sides
of the crater. Davidson’s single gun
could not be polnted on the crater or to
its rear, and could only be used on the
xtnasses as they charged the crater in the,

‘Ton!

‘The chief officers of the Federal artils
lery repeatedly reported that they hadne
difhculty in silencing_ the Confederste}
guns except two (Wright’s and Davide
son’s). The reason assigned was that one
fun was on the line and_they expected
that thelr infantry would takesit in 15
minutes after the springing of the mine—
hence they had not placed- mortars to
silenés it a®ml the other was so.concealed |
by R w@ds that they could not locate
it. Henc%‘thelr failure to silence i, not-.

It the

?

ground argund the banery so that you
could step*ffcm hole to- hole around it
after the battle. Gen. Potter says: “The
most formidable fire 1 saw- came from a
tattery on th€ right:behind some timber
which it was very difitcult for our bat-
teries to reach. I ardered my artilerists
to turn their whole attention to it: but
apparenily they produced no effect.”
‘This evidently was Wright’s battery.

There bave heen some extravagant pub-
llcations about the rest of our artillery
during the battle, but the greater part i3
“Vox et paeterea nihil.”

THE BATTLE.

Outside of the artillery firing the whole
force of Federal infantry was directed
against Elliott’s front, except durin, e
few minutes the charge. was made orf'the
right of Ransom’s right, just before Ma-
hone came up. The South Carolina. reg-
iments were In the following order from
ieft to right: “Twenty-sixth, Seventeenth,
Eighteenth, Twenty-second, and Twenty-
third. The Eighteenth and Twenty-second
were blown up; only one man in Com-
‘pany B, of the Elghteenth ‘survived, and
at our last meeting Capt. Lake informed
us that he and two athers survived out
of the 3 of Company G of the Twenty-
second.

Adjutant Fant and mysell were asleep
in our bomb-proof, 1) feet frcm the line
and about 20 yards of the blow-up. We
sprung from gur-blankets and witnessed
the greatest consternatton .amongst our
men. The sentinels and & few -others
2tpod their ground, but the great major-
ity, roused from their sleep, rushed down
the trench,h‘l ‘saw one mnn ll-uessly

the of
the Eighteenth who extrlcated them-
zelves rushed down the trench, and a.few
of them, bless thelr brave hearts!‘asked
me for guns.

An amusing Incident occurred at this
time {llustrating how even the bravest
men are affected.in a panic. Lieut, Moas
of Company E had gone to slesp with his
coat off, which was contrary to orders.
In relating personat experfences after the
battle he said that without coat and
Bhoes he had run down to Ransom’s bri-
gade, and* coming to his wits he cried
out: *“What! old Mos% running!” and im-

to his ‘The
panic was not confined to oux men. The
Federal linas were formed for the assault
and were so frightened with the sight of
the earth, timber, cannon’and falllng hi-
man bodies that they broke ranks and it
took 10 minutes to reform them.

General Hancock thus describes the
scene: “July 20th, 1364, 4:45 - m. At this
hour the head of our column arrived
nearly In rear of the Elghteenth corps
and we witnessed the explosion cf an im-
mense mine urxder one of the enemy's re-
doubts. The éarth was thrown to &
great height and seemed from where we
stood to rise In the alr like an enormous
whirlwind. The whole redoubt must have
been torn to pleces and many men.killed.
Immediately after all our artiliery opened
and I have scarcely ever heard a more
crushing toar of blg guns. Very séon
the little valley along which the ‘ens
trenchicents ran-was covered by a heavy
pal of biack smoke which lay Juspended

artillery, made one of the most magnifl-
cent war plctures I-have ever beheld.”
General Leldle’s division, 8,000 strong,
bounced over thelr breastworks, by com-
panjes. About 100 yards off was“the cra-
ter. The 2bbattis and the cheveaux de
Irise were destroyed by ‘the -explosion.
The enemy soon.filled the crater and the
little piatean former- by a part of Pe-
gram's trench and the gorge trench al-

pounds of powder. The mine was-com-
mernced June 25 and finished July 23. By

was delayed from $:20 to 4;45 &, m. The
dimensions of the crater provad to be 200
feet long by 50, feet wide, the explosive
charge being 4,000 pgunds of powder.
«I will mention In passing that dur(nz
the

t-.izht, kept up n me(mﬂ (u.!ﬂaﬂe ot
musketry to aeaden’ the sound oi

picks.. Bushrod Johnion, In erder lo dl.s-
cover the sound of the enemy’s picks,
used & device of-Gers Gracey's; which
was, & pole 10 feet lons, with a sharp iron
ring pffixed to the end,.by Whick small
holes were madé In the Hoor of the ditch
for 100 yards> Frequently while’ the pole
~wrasused tho enemy wculd ,plerf:a them
‘with bullets.

At these Iittle wenl msamleﬁ ‘would
lsten foz the picks. Besides our engineer
.sunk, a shaft 0 fect deep in tha gerge
‘umr behind Pegram’s:baitery. put‘,xnr

causs_al ned:
’ herore the T exﬂos!on
: stopped

y

‘We could see through the smoke the
moviig miszes and began a feeble. fire
froem Elilott’s brigade and I suppose from
a part of Wise’s brigade. I saw Stariing
Hutts of Company H, a boy’of-1S, stand-
ing on top of the breastwork firing at the
enemy. I rushed up ard pulled him down
and ordered him to stand
quette and shoot over the'breastworks.

About this tirae Qeneral !Ellfott and
ajor Coit arrived on- the lm«-;orfm-
tion. Coit came to look-akern
battery-and found everys:man killed’ >gx-
cept one whayhad gone to. the rpring for

water. ‘went “to “Wright's ‘;za.xtery
fired his and then the other bat
les took It 'upe . At-5:15.Wikcox's, dlv!.lm

came over his Ereukwnﬂm-ln
tant, Ho sent’somd of his-rcops 10 y our
right. s“nn»x:olann ‘ot the” leadinZ . regle
ment was Kill hich, diverted his”men
tos the eratery>an and ~we_‘found-General
Hartant ha:u a-r>hour” ‘ﬁer,gxmm'n(
one of his guns {n'ths crater.
” General BTGt with . C
‘and some of ‘hls mercame up to me-nnd
GeneratrEliloit? d.n-uted,m&' !v.»mmi
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07T’ BRIGADE.

NUED FROM PAGE ONEPY

eipal Nghtiig for some hours was xenet-
ally mw -hand in mmunz dowmth
nil ‘the 1l ‘m._
um‘ shot over-fhe bmia\works and oc-
a Fash enemy who

£ the crater.

you must take charge of:the

serivel Taithtully throughout the
Pelieving U

ne on the hil¥and drivé the
He ciimbed up
rp and about a dozen men
In less than five

hero of Fort Sumter was
o the trench shot through

18 Benbow of the Becond and
¢ of 1he Eighteenth were absent
furlongs. At this time there was
Aring about the crater, and I count-
or 16 beautiful banners ficating from

hat the only way that the
efiemy coul reach Petersburg was by
dashing to The ravine, thence takiag the
QSovrred way to the crater at Cemetery.
NN, ‘which they could do without the
Jees of & man. I immedlately counters
‘Tandel General Elliott’s order and or~

dared to jufipiyyer. Thewsun-Was' intense-
ly hot and the fighting lazy.

Joseph Free has a severe headache and
he sought an officer’s den for a short
time for.ashade. After a few minutes
he’ [oked UTT TN “discovered that some
negroes had cut him off from the trench,
and he dodged back and a short time
afterwards he was re:cued by Mahone's
men -

After the battle, the !llh. which had

The adjutint-went to the wagdnyard ‘and
heard a group of soldlers discussing the
events of, the ‘hattle. He happened. to
hear Free #ay: *Well, men, I never
prayed so hard In my life as when I saw
them niggers” The adjutant came from
the same neighborhood and kpowing that
Free's education was liinited,s&id to him:
“Well, Joe, what did you say in your
prayer.” Jove replied: “I sald, ‘God have
mercy on me, and keep these d~d nig-
gers from killing me!'** Free’s prayer
was sodh answered by tke interventlon

day.

deret Col. 8mith to take his regimeat,
the Twenty-sixth, and Captain Crawford,
with the three largest companies of the
8éventeenth, 1o hurry down to the ravine
ahd cover the gap caused dy the trater;
4o Ite down and walt for the atack df the
*enemy In that direction which order they
faithfully executed. I sent douriers to
Qeneral Johnson for reinforcemcnts and
sent Phillips, & falthful soldfer 2t Co. I,
o the right of the crater to fnform the
officer theré that General Ellott ‘was Bhot
and Wwas In command, and to report
condhicn as soon as possible. Gen-|
etal Potter followed Wilcox with 2,008
men. This made 5,00 men against aboul
K of KilliotUs—a full estimate, deductinz
those In and on right of the crater,
About this time the Federals begah ko
advance from the plateau zdjoining dhe
crater. They first attacked Company A,
which havinz been in the gorge lint: of
the crater, some of them were covered
with earth. Netwithstanding thie the
feeble pquad resieted and Private Hoke,
Company A, refused to surrender “to a
@1 Yankee,” knocked down four of his
antagonists with the butt of his“musket
and was hayonetted. They nextdttacked
Company D, which was

of Makone,

The Heventeenth was pressed down the
trenc nearly 75 yards, When Potter's
men ‘made the last charge that day that
was made by the enemy. ‘General Carr,
comanding the First Jdivision of the
Eihteenth corps, says®t “About 8:30 a.
m- when General Turrer was forming his
ovmmand, an attempl “was made by the

¥roops-on my right té Tharge the rifiepits.
% took command of %
“troops to fill a gap 3h the line and charg-

% part of Turner's

ed the riflepits In front. That was 200
yards to the righl‘of the crater: After
placing the troaps I stepped 10 or 15
yards towardz otit’covered way, when the
stampede begah. il suppose 2,000 men came
back.” “Ind ‘the enemy fire from the
main line upoh your party?” *Yes, sir,
briskly with 'husketry. I do not know
the exact hodr, but it was about 8:30
m.",

ot wirs*ihe most terrific musketry 1
think I heard that day. The enemy had
spread their’line down to near the branch,
which took Tn part of the right, wing of
Ransoni's brigade. The conformaticn of
the ground~gave Ransom's men an op-
porumity ‘to shoot to some effect, and

Y
their lteutenant and W men ‘were captur-
el, These men were sent to “Elmira—i4
dled with scurvy und two died“goon after
thelr release.

#oon afterwards Capt. Willlam Duno- |
wvant of Company C passed by me In the'
trench with his vight arm shattered. He
‘Was n youth _&{ only 18, and was cheerful

the on the right of the bri-
gade were eager to get into the fight and
They pressed up the trench In the spase
which Smith's regiment occupled and
“With_the Seventeenth they poured a fire
into “Turner’s troops, and the negroes
which broke thelr lines and caused
“‘the landslide” amongst the negroes. The
enemys infantry was clearly whipped.

e a Tark.
on Bergeant LaMotte of :ms city, who,
with his _men, occupled fhe = serond
traverse. Thls traverse was’assalled and
the enemy repulsed “with "=bout 15 men.
The company had 27 men on duty that
momning, and Wt the cloge of the fight
reven were Xllled, nine “wounded, and
reven made prisoners, leaving only six
for duty. The enemy rested for a short
time, and LaXlotte suggeste’] to Captain
Bteele of Company I tomake a barrk
cade of rand bags, ‘which 'was soon exe-
cuted. Lieut, Bamuel 'Lowry of Company
EL only 18 years of'age,”was shot through
the hend while superintendng this work.
A few yaris belowihis'spot I saw’ Lieu-
tenant Pratt lylng down In the trench,
#hot tn the head. The night before he"was
&% my quarters merrily chatting, and sald
whes he got homehiewould plant his fine
red clay Tarm in clover and emulateithe
Virgintans in raising clover. I remarked
that before the -war'was over at least
one In every thres'would ‘be 1aid beneath
the sod. 1le gally-replled: “I'do'not ex-
pect to be That one. A ‘few yards
further down 1 saw Tieutenant™McCon-
nefi of Company \B shot through the
head.

A short time.afterwards General Fer~
rero, with 4,500 butk niggers, cameo dash-
Ing up the hill and spread themselves
along the whole line and front of the
crater for T yaris. "They “hugged the
breastworks. This made 133%0:men. at-
tacking our littte band. During a. short
Uge Wright's and Da\'ldson’a batteries
ROt ln rome good \wot.

nk-ry ceased TIﬁnz-nnd the fight

1 Co

regiment, continued to hold traverse No.
2. The fivet negro Lalotte -saw was. &
llentenant, who, swornl in 'hand, Showed
his head above the rampart and-was jm-
medintely XfNed. “Tuiswwas:after 8 arm.
Juet after that Captain Bimms showed
himself and was Kkffied and ‘fell on the
ramparts. At night hmone returned
to the gpot and eecurel Captain Simms}
swon! and a memerandum boak. whith
he returned to his ‘widow ufter theswar. i

About 7 o'¢lock my courfer returnt
from the right of the crater and reported
fhat Captain Shedd t0ld him that foHy
half his men and Colonel Fleming.and
ihe adjutant were buried ‘n the blewrup;
that the enemy had driven ‘Rim -
Major Levesne’s regiment (Twenty-third)
fromn their “reastworks, but. -that -they
had recovered thetr whole Iine end -wonid
held ft. The fact is the enemy, .on be-'
ing repulsed twice on the rigin' of ~the
crater, ceaacd to make efforts in -that'
-Hrecnon. as it was out of the Rineof
Cemetary hill, 3Meade’s objective -pulm..

‘The battle seemed to get sluggish.
cationally a daring Federal would ;nunp
over the breastwork or barricade to 'be
¥illed with a bayonet or clubd ead of the

There was no volleyig of 1o~

lr(shmnns volce was

recognized once in **Tarke thart, Johnny,*
’whleﬁ‘ salutation accompanied his bay-
onet. I saw Bergeant Lalotte resting
on one knee and puinting at the top of
the traverse. Upon inquiry I found he
was trying to zet the drop on a soldfer
on the other zlde trying the eame game.
Bomo time before this was anxious
about my detachment in the rear, and
went occasionally Gown %tm\v‘em to &
sccure piace to see the detachment 1 had
sent to the ravine, and retuming I saw
the men pressing down the hill. I was
smoking a plpe with a jong ti-tl stem.
As I ent the trench it was knocked
oft by the crowd, and a strong Tnan
#topped the rush by crying out: *“Hold
on, men, the colonel can't fight without
‘nh pipe.”! e then picked up ma bowl

+ of my plpa and reatored It ‘to m

Beon thereafter I observed un.t there
‘was a small spacé of the trench in front
of me vacant, and on stepping into it.X
eaw two muskets which two Federal sol-
diers were irying to shoot around the

I Turner fixes this even at 8§:30
a m.

Just about this time Lieutenant Colonel
Fleming of Ransom's’brigade, near the
covered way, suggested the bullding of a
barricade In 2 low place in the trench
where there was a bend. I accenpted his
suggestion and directed him to assist my
men. He stepped on the banguette und
fell at my feet, dead.
General‘Johnson®sent an nide to me to
request my Immediate presence at El-)
llett's headquarters, I quickly went there
and saw General l&l.hone‘ ‘who had just
arrived and asked how he should form
his men. I pointed out my rmen in the
ravine as the only place to form: and ‘his
brigade was formed to the left of Smifth's
command, which had been there all &ay.
In less than five minutes after 4 was in-
froduced to Mahone, his troops begaziio.]
file In. I guesséd the number to be abont
600. They were formed parallel to the
line of entrenchment, a short space to
the left and a little in advance of my de-
tachment. General Johnson ordered me
to remain with him and to turn’ my regi-
ment over to my Ne3t.ranking oficer.who.

at that time was Captain Steele. We oc-
cupled a place close by Elliott’s quarters
where we could see withont exposure
every part of Elliott's line excepnt the
small portion south of the crater.

E CHHARGES.

‘The first charges made from the erater
and plateau to the rear of, the crater was

by Leldlé’'s men. Fererro made 2 charge
and there were other charges. Some wof-
ficers sald there were repeated charges
and all of them were repulsed.

One officer who led a charge said that
when he made'a charge, from 200 to 100
men arose from a breastwork and drove
his men back. Colonel Smith informed
me after the battle that whem the ene-
my charged, his men arose and drove
them back. Taptain Crawford said the
enemy got about 200 men outside of the
crater and before they advanced 30 yards
his men drove them back. Cusack Xoore,
a-very intelligent private of Crawford's
compzany, sald thiat the Yankees made
three distinct charges and, were driven
batk each time when our_en wonld fire
the first volley—that he, with Crawford’s
men and a considerablsa number of
Smith's men, Joined l(nhone‘a first
charge.

‘The findings of the co\l?t of !nq‘llq
sstates-ag a fact ‘“4hat some;of our troops
were-able to get 200 yards beyond ths
'crater towards:the crest” Is 1 errcnesus.
"The only evidence to advancing to-
‘wards-the crest is that of Colonels Thom-
as 2nd Russejl, They testify that in their
charges some of their troeps advanced
“'not.exceading 50 yards”™ and were driven
back by men In the ravine (Smith’s men)
‘What they called the 200 yards advance
was the slow progress made down our
line: duriny the four hour’s reslstance
made by: Bliiott’s men and is only 116
yapis morth .of the crater—which is the
furzhgsL point reached. by the.enemy ac-
‘cording to the map published by Mr.
Bernard in his book. It was In the
trench and net in the rear of the crater
'nor in the direction of the crest of Ceme-
tery hlﬂ.

AHONE'S BRIGADES.

b3 mok Mahone & long timé to arrange
‘tis men. There-waga considerable abate-_
ment in the noite of battle, and 1 anxy
lously awalted the charge. The \rlrglnllﬁs
looked eager for the combat. About’ 15
TFederals jumped out of the maln trench
and quickly jumped hack-again. Then 20
or 40 jumped, out again and began to
form a lne. ¢You could heaf the words,
““They are going to charge,” anxlously
repeated along the line. At this moment
the command to charge was given, and
every man sprung to his feet and ran up
the hil, every man fo® himself, muskets
In every position of trall, snd “right |
shoulder shift,” every man tugging for
himself. It vividly recalled to my mind

4

s book on the

eraburg, “War Talks' etc. Mr.

dnerves sreat credit mr ludus'
s aud tion wtiw

nh’

%}gz

objccuou I have ta}u

e-we Eoldiers had to, !.hs Rich-
r during the war=thiat all

men were born and liyed 19 Vir-

n;{ all the great events hlm!g-;d

3!-uea £ the uoldier

£

der way

7.2
gg ] %EF

'8 order, “Up, guards, and at
them!” 8 to aligment there was mone.
It no a é&rfll would disgrace a West Point

map, .but"it.glotlfied Virgihi®'s soldlers.
They sarrived- meguuiuy atife pits and
trénches. ‘There~was a mdderate fusf-

1ade--they Jumped into the trenches
pell mell, and the ‘b]oodv _work of the
‘Bagonet and cribibéa nnisit gan. No-
body. ‘couff fpesl 1RS conﬂicl‘.ghut it was
hand to band, and man to man. Our
‘men, filled With flery lndignatlan on the

At that moment ]

‘hone made the charge Wright'ssbrigade
of Georglans charged, and after

been In the trenches sirice Jh 15th of
J’uﬂe without the’
thelr ‘wearing  ap rel, w:r;ﬂrgue\e.d. fully 50 yards. About an hour after Ma- | tant. memu nmce {0 procure an exact

report of our mwa\ues, Jbut was =aadly

& few yards they suddenly bent too much
to the left and covered a portion of Ma-
hone’s right and took very little of the
trench remain(ng in possession of the
enemy, if a

One other fact 1 think diverted Wright's

brigade to the left. It was that the trav-
erses were closer, near the crater, and
there were more men packed In and
around the plateau, and the firing was
30 severe that It naturally forced the
nen to the left. I think this also pre-
vented the right of Mahoue's brigade
‘rom taking the trench next the crater.

At the sound of three slgnal guns the
Alabamalins, under General Sanders, took
the crater and the traverses which the
previous brignde failed to accomplish. At
this time the Federals turned their guns
on the crater and crueily murdered many
of their own men who were escaplng to
thelr own hnes. In a few minutes the
tumult of war ceasd and we had the
quietness of peacé, When our men en-
tered the crater there was a great butch-
ery of the enemy. Judge Clark, in the
‘March number of the Confederate Veter-
an, sars that while the hand-to-hand
fighting was going on “Morgan Cleve-
land, a brave and tender-hearted man,
cried out: “Why in the h—li don’t you
fellows surrender?’—with emphasis on
the curse a Federal close by
answered qulckk Why in the h--ll
don’t you Tet us?” This-terminated the
uction. Judge Clark also recites this
pleasing reident: He saw General Bart-
Jett with one leg off and helping himself
out of the mine with two inverted mus-
‘kets whith he used as crutches. Clark
zald to him: “You must huve murves of
steel 1o endure such paln™ “The general |
Tepliedz “I lost my real Yeg uwt ‘Willlams-
burg two years ago—the one I lost today
‘was iy cork leg.”

A curious Indication of the multitude
of miinte balls which fille@ ‘theair at times
that fatal day was shown by the number
of “Yankee and Rebel” ‘tills which met
polnt to point on murder bent and fused
inte an, amorphous lump of lead—the
grooves of the butts distinetly preserved.
1 owned one of these rare-specimeéns and
saw three others picked up by soldiers.
At 'this time such a union of *the Biue

and the Grey” would gladden.the heart
of a curiosity hunter. I

Banners 2lso seemed have been
‘haniging around lcdse that day.? Adjuw
tant Fant, Seventeenth South Carolina
volunteers, ifformed me that he cap-
tured ‘two flags and lald them down for
a moment and some of Mahone’s men
spirfted them off. “Lieutenant Colonel
‘Culp, Taving worked his way up the
wshelving bank of the crater, got a pgfsi-
tion close “to-"vhere the prisoners ¢ame
out and got possession of four baphners,
‘but caring’little for such trophi¢s, he
turred. them over to some privates, who
Tejoiced.in"them.

“Thig s a short account of one of the
‘bloodliest 'battles of the civil war, where
Toore men’fought hand-to-hand and more
men “were “bayonetted and clubbed with
uskets than In any battle ever fought
‘on *this-continent.

Inclyding General Turner's men the
enemy had above 18000 men. Elliott's
and ZMahone’s troops zmgnumed to about

050,

"WHO SAVED, PmEREBURG"

‘Had Petersburg been taken, Richmond
“would*have soon followed and soon there-
after the .war would have ended.

Elliott’s 'brigade claims that after
thespringing of the mine, when its num-
‘bers-were,reduced and the enemy had an
attacking *force of mpre than sixteen to
one, it ‘kept back the enemy for more
than four hours before BMahone’s men
came up;:that during this perfod the ene-
my made three charges beyond the crater
and was driven back by Elliott’s men;
that nast.a man.crossed its breastworks
who were not -slain. That the only part
of the Ime occupled by the enemy was
one hundred yards which was gained by

adjoining, »nd -was resisted by small
sguatls of the Beventeenth South Carolina
‘Votunteers, inch by inch, and that the
enemy did-not gain this small distance
of one hundred yards untfl 9 c’clock a.
}gn. That every time the enemy attempt~
ed to advance towards Petersburg beyond
‘this lne, he was drivenback to the'shel-

ment of about 200 men. “That fully an
hour before Mahone's <charge General
Meade had given up the battle as lost and
conterpplated the withdrawal of his
troops. “That the whole fight was direct—
©d agatnst Elllott’s line excepd at the last
of It Gemeprl Turner's charge included &
small portion of the extreme right of
Ransom’s brigade. If the saving of Pe-
tersburg that day Is to be attributed to
a single factor, it Is not to Mahane’s men,
but to Smith’s men in the ravine, for
this detachment “from Eﬂlon'! brigade
keépt the enemy from zeltlng in our rear
and occupying Cemetery
AFTER THE BATTLE.
About 4 o'clock p. m., after the battle,
my orﬂeﬂy. M. C. }Ien.Lh. now & dis-
of

came to Emmta bw.dquaners and_in-
formed m# that Lieutenant Colonel Culp
(who was on detached gervice early In
the morning but hsd gotten back
soon enough ‘to partieipate in Sander’s
Ltharge), Adjutant Fant, and Acting Ser-
‘geant Major LaMotte were 2t my den on
the line, and requested my presence. In
golng there 1 stepped over a number of'
dead bodles of the enemy. As I turned
in the narrow ditch which jed to my
quarters, I saw a dead negro with 1s legs
hansing down the breastwork. With dif-
ficulty I got over two more dead negroes
Wedged in the ditch, and saw in my den
iwo more negroes severely wounded and
bleeding, and in the narrow space in
front ef my den, in presence of the dead
and dying, four poor soldlers enjoying as
zvagy 4 meal as a soldier ever sat down

‘The next day, under a fiag of truce, we
weat over the two or three acres of the
battlefield, und it was a plteous sight of
the horrors of the. war. Thero were liter-
ally hundreds of Federal soidiers slain
by bullet and shall, Durlng the day the
bodles ‘were removed. The next day it
‘was runmored-that General Lee, after re-
moving al! the Confederates he could dis~
cover, piled in the crater 825 ot the dead
bodles of (be t:emy‘

made by Ad-

sight Jof - ‘the _pegrpes,. ,and

ag: Vernment Which sent sfavés
to destm:r (hem fought ‘with the feroci-
iy of-tigerx and elew the negroes right
and left, and the harvest of death was
plentiful. The whlze soldlers on surren-
paréd; ;but it was rare:when
Mt;nded to the & NegTOus, .- »

atione’s men on

M:‘ bent 1o, me left, the

vmg ;h ey. {all

4*4;

comseqilen:
1o take the trend !gmc.u tor|”

hm.uz Fau:. Enmwa brigade lost 667 mend
as* follows: Sevenwe'uh reztmexnl. 1.5.

T
regiment, 21§; 'nvenw-thini. 49; Twenty-
sixtl, 22-nearly ore hzlf-of the Confed.
eratea.Joes ‘that day. Generatl Grant es--
Almated his loas at 5,000—the loss of the
l))':.rl:\lmtea was at 150 1

ter of the trenches by Bmith's detach- |

4 great number
of the reoorda incomplete.
Captaln Laké at our last meeting say
that 31 out of 3+ of his company were
burled n the crater, but there 1s no men-

ton of. them.

Our cause was just, our fighting sub-
lime, and the State ought not to allow the

-name-of & single hero to perish. If the

State would select a competent man at a
salary of 32,500 per annum and enforce
him to visft every neighborhood where
companies were formed a complete record
could be made In three years. It can be
done now—in five years time it will'be too
late.

The Federals that crossed their breast-
works to attack our lines were about 15,-
000, with & reserve of 30,000 more. The
Confederates, Including Mahone’s San-
ders,” Wright's, Elliott’s and parts of
Ransom’s and Wise's brigades, amounted
to about 3,300, with no reserve.

The enemy used §1 out of their 14§ can-
uon; shot 3,83 rounds and 75 tons of
iron. The Confederates used about 25 can-
mon and shot at a guess about 1,600
rounds..

The Federals speak of the batué as a
most disgraceful one on thelr part.

Many Confederates may ask the ques-
tion, “Cul brono?"—what good has it
been to us? The answer 1s: “The world
has not forgotten Thermopylae—neither
will it forget the battle of the crater!

entering frem the-crater and the plateau -

A short _tme s’zo “went to the sdju-




