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be drtvethum four miles * Our,cayslry-were-lo
purrnlt of them a4 last soooits, ead s large pum=
ber.of them ought. to bs, eaptared;”. If 1uis hece
mednt that the Talders deserve to be captured,
wo parfecily sgros.with the dsspatch, In
this seoss we: will- ‘say- that ‘svery Yaukeo
th Virginla aod ‘eiorywhero elss: ought o be
caplured. ‘But 1f1¢-1a’ Intended t0'be couveyed
that the chances are’ that they will be captureds
wa donot sgree with tha despatch. The road waa
open'to the enemy by the right-flank, and. Gract's
army was oot far off,. Bat, sgaln, the-question re-
curs if ;we wers driving and pursuing.the enemy;
achich way were Lhey'golng. Tbiadespatch says,
“The enexy are fetreating'1d great disorder by the
roule which they came to Reams.” Whea they
tade to Beams' which time? 1If the Jast time,

then: they are ing: towards L H
but this i;smo&'}we,-far ‘we have just left Hamptoa
down that road.

1f the enemy Ald not &xom the rallroad st Reawis!,
ran forike road leadlng to Prince Georgs Cours
Houso and fly* up-that'road, wo cannct: imagive
what did become of himg
TRR LATRST, |
The train from Petéraburg brought no farther in
telligence from (he battle. wishi the ralders. It was
paid, by psscengers, that. four. hundred Yankee
prisoners, and ihe same-mumber ‘of captared pe-
groes, had arilved st Bilersburg, but our infor
mants had not seey bugonly heard ofthem,

A geatiemsn who catie from Btdoy citek, jwenty
miles sonth of Petersturg; after the fight on'Wed-
neadayy 1s positive that he saw two hundred Yankes
prisoners in one gang and sixhundred in sncibed
We give his statement, warning the reader that the
THE WAR NEWS. . ‘ppe"':i“::dmm lomass is very decepiive, evn

e A ‘Pelersburg puper was recelved in the elty | t°.2XPOrIences €7es.

early yesterdsy mornirg, &nd its accounts of thtz me. (}eneml Lee's derpatel, wkich contalps all
defeal of the Kuutr ralders scd captore of & the positive fformation that we have on the sub-
great nmaber of them, comroborated snd exsgge- Jjoch, wa vgry much fear that Keu's and Wilson, are

Tated by.the scsomnts’ of persons who had jost £t this momeni, eafe behind the-Yankeo lines,
ocme over frem Petersburg, set the ‘community In
& Vliwe of éxoitement. Tho Petersburg paper sald
“a batch of prisoners who were brooght in lest
{Wcdoerday) night at half past 11 o'clock, confirm
. ks ramoured cuptore cf twelre hundred of Wil-
- ~- -wolsrafSers,” This report was the barden of eve-
ry torgue uotfl it was kaocked flat by another,
later aud more'delightful, A colonel, it was said,
bid Yt comge over, who had eeen ffteen hundred
. of flio captured reiders aid fourteen ploces of can-
“non taken from them, After this from moment to
momwent addltlonal storles spracg up magoifyiog
the ovemy's @aester to that exteat that, had they
- becn ear the truth, Eauta's raiders would bave
been Bezeeforth clazsed among the have beens, The

Jast thing we Leard was that the whole ralding
panty bad been captared except twenty-seven—
‘Why the ferille fwmegination that origloated this
spared the twenty.seven wo canvot coneelve, ua-
lewa It was suppossd that mrithmetlosl,
would seem to imply positive Informatiqa.”

About eleven o’clock the followlug officlal de-
spatch from (eneral Leo, relative to the ralders
wea promulgated and posted on the bullotin baards.
Of course the tacts stated In it falllng so lamenta~
bly short of tho raving stories that had proceded
1t, 1t foll upon tLo heated imaginations of the peo.
ple lko a wet blanket. But for the forerunning in.
seno tales screwed out of acared prisonors or begot
of idle minds, 1t would have beenreceived joyful-
1y, This is the despatch : oL
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“Honouradls Secretary of War:

- ¢ Bir—Gencrsl Hampton reports that he attack-
ed the ememy’s cavalry, yestsrday- afternoon, on
thelr retmn from Stsunton jiver bridge, his aide

e, . -Of Sippony church, acd drove them beyond that

© .—-polnt, . e »om w .

< Tho fight cortinued during the night, and at

daylight this morning he turned thelr left and
routed them,

¢ When they reached Reams’sistion they were
confrontéd by a portion of Mahone's division, who

_ attacked them In front, while their lefy flank was
turced by Generzl Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry.

4 The eneray was completely roated, and soveral
pleces of artillery, with a number of prisoners,
‘wegons, ambulances, etc., captored. The cavairy
are In pursult, | R. E. Lzz, General.”?

Bsppony Charch is abont twenty miles south-
west of Petersbarg, on the road to Lawrencevilie,
in Brunswick. From Bappony Church the road
lesds to Reams’ etetlon, on tho Peterrburg and
‘Weldon ralirosd, Len miles south of Petersburg.—
According to the above dsepatch, Hampton, pro=
ceedlzg from Petersbarg, met the enemy fall in
the road st Sappony Church on Tuesdsy evening,
and drove them batk towards Lawrenceville, “Tho
Oght continued during the night, and at daylight
tbis {Wednssday) moreing he turzed thelr left and
routed them.” Hampton, sfter fghtiog all night
0D tho rosd whth bis face towsrds Lawresceville,
moved to the west at daylight, thereby leaving
thoroad open, .3y this movement he also turned
the enemy’s loft and routed them, and the rosd to

. Resms’ statlon, ten miles distant, being open, they
o fled In tbst diroction. To get to Reams’ the ene-
vy had been fghfing all night; as amatter of
courae, 83 500n os thoy found the rosd mo longer
obstructed, they qailt fghting and ran forit. .
At Reams’ station they had expected to flad
Grast. They had loft him thero, Grest {ndeed
must have boen their surprise and dissppointment
when, on roaching this point, for which, they had
fought and ran’as for a haven of safety, to find
themselves ¢ confronted by a portion ot Mabone’s
dtvision, who attacked them {n front, while their
1oRt fiank was turned by General Fitzhogh Lee's
cavaizy,” Thls was adresdfal fix certainly for
Yankva caralry tobs In. Confronted by a part of
Mahona’s divislon, struck in the leff flack by Fitz.
hugh Les’a cavelry, aud with, we presume, Hamp
ton’s cavalry thondering in the rear, unlees, indoad,
Hampton was 50 encumbered with the cacnon,
. ¢ prigpners, wagons, ambulanocss, &ao.,” that ho had
. muxed ssnot to be ableto follow hotly. What
-t tao enemy.do in this criticsfifiiejunctore 2~

It noems to us, &t this distance of time and place,

wod with only: &o [asts stated in' the derpitch to

guide ny, that'the best and. most nataral and ob.

vicas thiag fa the world for them to do was to file

10 $he right—that routs, according to ths facts bse

fore us, not hoing stopped—and, procesding five or

_ £lx miles tothe sontheast, take the ‘Prince Georgs

Oourt Houss rosd northesst into Gsat’s loes. But
ftappears the ensmy woald not do this thing quiec.

¥ ly. They fonght, sad ““wero completely routed,
&e., &, and then ook the road ‘wa bave just n-
dicated, 2od, at lsat scconuts, ¢ the cavalry wers in
pursult.” They could have goue oo oiher way bub

tis, for, bs i reccllectsd, Malione wis 1a front, or

A porthesst; Pitshagh Leo 6a the laft, or weat, asd
- “Haxpton ,un the south, They must have taken
£ this route, ot rua down the Petarsturg and Weldon
raliroad, which we take it 'onlq have been rough

travelling for leg-weary

canalry. -
- <t onr explanatica of, this affalf 2nd of how the
enemy estaped, is Dot umh:}ory:wm geotle
. -reader,wo respectially refer hm;“‘to s stady of
_Geperal Lse's despsich uzd the press despalches,
- a5d the uoconnts taken from Pelerstuirg papers, to
be fouad in other oolumps of this psper. )
Darizg the day mtny persons were tnelined to
‘believé that all the bards Aghtlag #nd heavy sap-
= tores bad beon made afier the dale of Geeral
Teoc's despatches, and by ‘_muo!;‘, falkiog nnd.org res
) peaing. of the same affils over wi varistions,

. “Shey mavuged to revire thetorles of the sornlog.
’ Abgit tworolelock ‘the pross’ despatchy previossly

linded to, md.vhluh,yul bo forad nugn_i!!a teles
- gréphlc beid, was recelyed end mado publia.

& yita. despateh. says, * General Mihose, &
'Ziy;sv\dry, came, up.with Wilon's raiders near
Resme' station, &, &y fought and fonted them,
Wing them four milee, 88, &o Whishway did




