WENTY-NINTH J{EG.,IHI,.'E.‘,\'T. .
{Inithe trenches before Petershurg, 2
o V., Aug, 29th, 1864,
DEAR TrRANSCRIPT =My last letter to you
was written from our plewsant camp in Beau-
fort, 8. €.. - There we read:in papers 8 days
old of'the armies in Virginia, without drembs
ing that we were soon to share with them their”
trials, dangers and victories, A few: days pyssa
and we are withthem, A short voyage packed
closely. in transports and.,we find. ourself sud-
denly awakened from our dreams of- comfort
among the live 6aks of South Carolina, where -
melons, figs and_sweet toes were: plenty:

pud- othor fotites” pronti3e us” 16 "thei. tine.
AVe: hay ["olyr’ Couloxtable 'tont wud fine’

méss  Houses i sént: n);ﬂ";{';lpﬁ;, MHOERS aid,
1liill ourselves marching or lying onthe.grownd,
ouy 'on}y cmt'crflx;fg’? o iixcifcn"{al(;i ﬁlg{fex; tent and
ouy only extry bageage o rubber blapket, Our
gg’l-'ci%ﬂck@. 8 'me?i?n% fallbut "pi}bz!u@r-‘_c’m ty, ’
supply us food while the “zip, zip” of builets
or the.“hisy, buzz, whiz to whiz”.of shell, give
us music with more chauges fatless agrecable, -
than the mocking bird'to - which v T

! R 3 itely Tig- -
tened.” Yet the chanigé has not " éaused us to
compluin; we ean take our thare’of all the la-.
bors of the soldier and will do our duty here
with:the same sFirit that we did when in a
more comfortable position.

“ We were suddenly relieved from picket on
the night-of July 30th, : having been tiere
since the 28th of June and réturned-to camp to
£0 on an expedition. These orders were coun-
termanded and we hegan Lo improve our camp, ..
when on the 8thof Augiist we went to Virginia *
under Brigadier General Wm. Birney. He
hadd his ‘choice of the regiments at. Beaufort .
and ehose ours,  Our regiment was the last of
the brigade (consisting hesides ourselves of the
-ith, St 9th, U, 8. Colored Soldiers) to . Jand.
We arrived at Bermudiv. Hundred, Aug. 13th,
and since that time we have been nomuds have
ing no abiding place. I will not trouble you
with details, but we havemarched -well; been
at Deep Bottom, Strawbeiry Plainsg, have lain
near the Appomattox on hoth-sides, and this is
ouy sceond place in the trenches here.

T'he,New :York papers mention us as having
been engaged. in the fight of Sunday, Aug. 14th,
“Two regiments of our brigade, the Tth and 9th
1. 8,°C, 8. were enguged and are éll sworthy -
of all the . praise” adcorded’ them. We held at
one tiime'the wor ‘Deep Bottom.  We with
the 8th U..8. were sent out-to {ecl.the enemy

on Monduy, and :two._ companics of ours weve

sent out ag'skirmishers and drove in - the picks
ets-and hehaved splendidly. - We were reserve -
Cand were hurrying forward to the front on the
‘oceasion of the aftuck at Strauberg Plains on'that
‘ part of our lines held by the Sth, but the ene-
my weie repulsed before we wentthere, 1 re-
-gret to. mention that Licut. Col. . Wort, then
Brigade Officer of the day; and whorode imme-
diately to the tront,wus run inte by a horsenfan
and reeeivedl a severe bruise on the knee and:
wlso gevere intérnal injuries,” - o
So much for ovir marching, - Now for trench
life.  We entercd the trenches on the North of
City Point B. R., on the night of Aug. 29th,
any the next night were removed to the lett
somie two miles. We lie hetween fhe 6th und
ith Coimceticut. A word concerning trench -
life, 1t is dirty; -itis dampy it is.monstions. .
A} that breaks the dullness of doing nothing |

are the isholls’that ‘continualy pids over our ;-

heads from Ddth ot own aid rebel hutteries,
We have 'pnrers, oceasionilly : otherwise we |
have,no réading,for'all our bagg: ige,save mine,”
(und Myy:. thq’ﬁljef that stole it little ¢nj f
is fr jp;thie reai,” Yet of they will let us lie here ™.
and rest” after our -weary marches, ‘we will
thankdhemybut whethor .we:march, burrow
o fight, we will do so' with the. same willing-
ness we have ever obeyed ord N
Perhaps I con gratify ‘2 reas

A able.curiosity
as to” thé bielfavior of onr regimént, . On the
march,.jn camp, on picket; ar in- the trenches.
they lmve been all we: could .agk. They nre.
cager aird requive expericnce to make ihem
eautious, ‘They o not trouble us with strag-
ghng, Maj. Gen. Birney in a General Order,
complimenting the 10th Army Corps, compli-
ments oun; hrigade- ;un(l/recopmlcl,lds it as a
model, ithaving no ‘stragglerd. On’ our march
when we reerossed, the, James . Springs, rain,
wud, darkness andl-wggd,” when white regi-
nents straggled all the next day, we had when
ve hialted-at: the, pontoon ,and ehlled the roll,;
only four men absent, antl by daylight these
had reported -and. so-it. has uniformjy been;
we nre bicssed with men that hang gogethier.

The casualtiesin oué- régiment: have heen
stight., We had two men slightly  wounded <
A ug. 27th, by pleces of sholl.. A graat artillery, -
duc{ has just conimented '(£'1-2 o'cloek'P. M.)."
over our hieads;* Sevefalshellhive: fallen near’-
us wounding one;man.:sI; ind ;it: unpleasant -
writing wherd:quchivisitors:. n'mkinf calls,
The icalth of the regiment is #96d, consfdering?
the exposure we have undergone. Col, Woos-
ter is q(lil(g?;[qg;s{oscg;;ljxlt';hpp_ea soon 'to be
on duty, )Ie lias kept with ‘us when he otght
to have lain quiets. -But he is known a8 a fights
iz man, partici mtlngﬁln all'its hutties withthe

C: Y., while he belonged fo it, anid jf able

) with 114, 8sfrectly itwe'nie neor dobiz,
ger, “T'am happy to record the'deseivéd pro-
motion of Capt. Torrence to be Major, Viewd

Y

i),

- y 32 & U H gL s
1 Wort promoted . Lieut.. ,Colonel, Ca t.,'J,‘%r-"
rence is the only enisted man'of the-18th' who
has obtained;a fiekdposition. I will keep you
informgd of our movements whenever 1 find

it comvenmeut to wri We are, in. the lst
Brigade, gD sign, I Army'Corps. .
AN v Yours respectfully, '° "I H.B.




