A REBEL LETTER.
Hew the Poeple of P.lc-nblu bear Bhelllag.

A letter from a rebel officer In Petersburg,
dated In Avgust, has becs communicated to the
Lendon Morning Harald. The writer seys:

“The shelling of Pelersburg hLas beem mueh
siackened witlum the last swo woeks. Now, often
10t more than half a dozen shells are thrown luto
the city in the sourse of twenty.four bours; but
still It would not Le prodent for tamilies to re-
torn to thelr homes. Many of the weslthiast
s on the outskirts of the town,

0 idea how well Iadles have accom-
modated themsslves to thls lite. Ex-
cept on Saturday, I was in Peteisburg on the last
shelling of any extent. 1 had beer in bod and was
neatly aslecp when & shell passed by the window
of my reom, and crashed juto s neiyhbor-

courso waking me fully, For
¢ shells came inte town every fow
riputes. Although several hotsas fu the aelgh-
Lerheod of where I was were struck, none came
nearer 10 me than the yard; at the best it is not
pleasant. Now, {s it acl barbarous this slicll|
of a city In the middlo of the aizht, whe
Ject beyond killlugz wernen and ch! oau be
(llned! Friday )uli, for the first time, I vlaited
ho linea. At the tlme there was no firing and
officcrs walked wilh Impunity over she blils |n
the rear of and cn the bressiworks less than a
bupdred yards from the Yunkes lines. IHad the
firlog opéned of ceurss | would have made for
the trenches as rapidly ss possible, Thees
unsuihorized iruces are queer attsirs.  When
intho heat of the dsy (he firing has sensibly
slackened sowe soldier helds up & paper en &
bayonet, te intimate a desire to exchsuge The
same Is dote on the otherside. The firin, da-
ally stops on that part ot the line; piskets are
thrown formard by both belligerenta, sud for »
fow hours all Is quiet ; finslly, some ous not be-
ing sble to resls ncmpunf shot, tilea It; them
ef ckets rus te tbelr hol n and all officers on
the hlils or skedaddlete th )
from which, If they are on curios!‘y dot; nI{a e
T was, they get eut porbaps notuntil night. Fer.
tunately tacre wae no atterapt at iriog durlog my
visit, and 1 had ample o‘\poﬂum;y Inspect &
pqu].n ol the llnes, aud In such full view that I
:'ould'goa e Yankec heads abeve thelr fortifica-
lons.
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