. .. Ucutenant killed, and we were at length forced

- Co. B,
lft Brigade, 24 D;vision, 24 Army Corps,
‘ Army near Fotersburg,

* ! ness in time

SILITADY PORRERPONTRNCR.

LEYTEE FROM THE STH NEW JIAMPRIIRE - VOLA,

Axr 1N REAR oF PETERRBCRG "A..}
¢ June 20, Inc4, ’

Ty the Editors of the Irish-American:
smon—You will pereeive by the above
du(x;:ll‘i(plx:t 1 have “ chunged my hase of opera-
tiun« since 1 wrote you It from J vint Look-
ont. ML.; and short as the time has been, let
me nssure you that the change produced
woull do Justice to an age of hand toil. Itis
wonderinl ow much can Le realized in a tew
short davs. Let me give you a nlight sketch
of wy travels with the Army of the Putomae,
and at the sume time request that you and
your readers will nake all due allowince £
the very limited menns which are at the dis-
wosal ol 1 private soldier in reganl to obtain:
ng information from the  powers that
Q\'c arrived nt Front Royal on the 25¢th ult
and procecded to Cold Harbor without d
* The march was a long and har ng onc.
he weatlier was intensely hot, and the dust
was auffoeating, so that between daily ﬂp(l
nightly marehies, sun and dust, we had for
v a pretty rving time for men whi
had not been acéustomed 10 uctive service of
late. Not that my regiment is not as old it
serviee as any in thie Second Corps 3 but, by
ine been badly cut up, it was sent home to b
reeruited, and the subicii proportionate
on the men, many of whom were young sol
diers.  On arriving nt Cold Harbor, we
the cnemy without delay, and on the follow
morning attacked him, atter having received
onicrs to charge on the eneiny’s fortitications
We hind lain in the woods all siight, at the foo!
of r steep hill, and dug small holes for our
sclves with the ald of oitr bayonets, o mucl
were we annoyed by the cuemy’s five, that
anything was preferable to th
we then occupied, Col. Mile
our brignde (the 1st of Ist d
attack, and it is hardly necessa
iiie naportant post could not e better oecu-
pied. is gallantry and determination are
subjects of genernl commendation among the
men. He has already bheen wounded on more
than one occasion, till the biood hic has lost
Bias not checked his patriotism or heen the
means of keeping him out'of the service of
his country, At the command ¢ charge!”
heart bounded with enthusiasm; eve
perve strung, aud all past fatigue was forgot-
ten, in the one great lxopc that we sbould now
have an opportunity of avenging our hard.
ships on the enemy who had bheen the cause
of »o much trouble to oursclves personally
1o the conutry generally.  Col. Hapgood,
my regiment, gave us the word to * fix
bayonets™ and ** eharge,” which was respond:
ed to with a bearty cheer. Up the Dbill we
went with the speed and foree of lightning,
amid a galling and withering fire from the
cnemy.  Men fell at every step, and the work
of death soon became visible in our ranks
Still on—on, we went, nothing fearing, nothing
heeding, save that the moment of vengeanc
was close at hand. On the opposite hill stooc
the rebel breastworks, and up that hill we as
cended, cheering vociferousiy. - Alas! it wa
a hioody journcy.. Mauy a brave heart cease
- tobeat on that path—many a man lost o imt
for_life. ,Tho groans of the dying-and th
" wounded Tung _In our ‘cars, and:‘these bu
+ BEIVER tU- Boigivon us’ dobpul i Oi el
whe rushed-madly on, into the: jaws of deatt
+ ... We.gained the top of the steep &iill. , The en
72 my on the abut strove hard to repel us, but i
~uin’~ The 'dic’ was cast; the moment ha

2.+ come for,which we had.burned nll night long

and victory or death was the . watch-word c

© evdry; ‘man who rushed on to the conflic

“ - r¥ehie rebels strove with desperate strength,

* bat in vain; thoe ardor of our men could no

. be abated—death to them was preferable t

defeat. Into tho breastwork they dashed

> . sweeping eversthing thar pted to stay

thelr course, and-soon the disorder of a flyin

foe told how well they done their work. I

would be folly and falsc to assert that the fot

did not fight desperately. They fought with

all. the strength and encrgy of despair, bul

they wcre forced to succumb to the crushing
force of steady and firm resolve, -

As I wish to be as brief as possible, I wil

only say, by way of giving you an iden of the

;.. slanghter -that took place, that my regiment

aloie lost over two hundred men and officers

* slthongh the fight only. lasted about an hour

T must hasten dn. - On Sunday night, the 12tk

« inst.,” about :10 .o’clock, we~ abandoned our

. ¥osmon here and took up our linc of march

=" for the James River, where we arrived: on

Monday evening, after a vc:?' tiresome march.

Heat and long. marches do more mischic

among--tho mcn than anything clse, The

‘water which they were-compelled to drink in

- most places, was bad, and this, too often, has

a baneful effcct. We_ crossed the Jumes’ on

Tuesday night, at Windmili Landing; and on

Wednesday started for our sent itlon.

.". Wednesday was'tho hottest day ‘we felt this
=~ geason, and it preyed heavily upon as,” There

was a rage amongst ns for ‘water; the burn-
ing thirst should be mtisficd, and many of the
men were scized with diarrheea, But military
necessity knows no obstacles save those of the
encmy, and aftor travelling from one o'clock
in the afternoon until twolve at ‘night, we
rested our weary’ imbs within ahout twe
miles of the doornfed city of Petersburg, hav
ing d cthing like twenty miles
After having slept about two hours, we agair
fell in‘and advanced aboat half a mile in the
dircction of the enemy. We had no breathing
time allotred us, as you will sec by tho dates.
and on this day, Thursday, we were doome
$2 mast the foo, " We lny in the woods all day,
under & deadly 8ro; and ot me assure you'ls
18 very strange what little regard the vitlains
evince for life or property. As an instance of
+ this fuct, just as I concluded tho last sentence
.. with-my back resting against g tree, & bulle
« « came, 'along and dropped right at. my feet
‘proving -:!eulﬁ' that they care very little abonl
gone. But, as I was telling you. O
Thursday e\'cnlnE, as the sun was waning ir
i the harizon, the heavy, hoarse crashes of ar
. ' dlery, and_ the sharp - ringing of musketr)
‘. growing more and more incessant’ cach min
ute, told us that-hot work was at hand. Gon
ezals and afds Qylog around on borseback—
orderlics hastduing . hither and thither-
her-D with the blood-stained sym
bols of théir calling in_their hands, together
- with the silent, epeechless,” but determined
beating of soldiers, hespoke the approach of
a dead 'szrus'“glc. Col. Hupgood, whose coul-
of danger- I8 in -itself au Inspira.
tlon to the men of this regiment, gave us'the
orderto fall i, which ‘was l;‘xromp y obeyed ;
and we moved from our lurking placo in the
woods over a steep hill to the westward. In
front of us wo could see, on another hill, v:

i

ast
¢ . masses -or lines of-troops all awniting with

anxicty the moment when the struggle should
begin.” Onr -advance breastwork, in the cen-
tre attack, stood on a hill, and was scparated
from that of the cncmy by another éust [
steep. Between thom was e low, marshy beg.
gom&gdgkly sct lv;lth h;ﬁeu and shﬁbl 1'1
on’ the intervening 5t00d up, liko livil
-tall . stalks of young eon}). waving 5
Aie t evening zephyrs. The rebels ocey-
pled the bushy ravine up to this evening : biy
the withering breath of the Irish Brigade w:
aupon them Jjke a simoom, and they vanish
in an hour.. They fled, but not without b~
ing with thoth trces of Irish valor—the FilF
which ever attends the charge of ‘the ‘Celt,
Tag checring charge of the Brigads is as fulf
of hope to our men as it is of terror to the un<
fortunate foc. Ircland has farnished many g
baigade, and the -historics of many conntries
bear testimony to' their heroic actions in the
B ﬂri}d ; bat never }m.u she scnt forth a band of
Wi . k

< Which is. pow. Gxbting tie batties of our
adopted land.  As long as ?
lazic, 2o long will the ng.::c é‘?‘?gcﬁa‘.-‘:.l."s;o’z
wedded name of Columbia, : Ask

_any manhere, no matter what his udice:
" “may bo ; no watter how much hlujel:’loﬁnw fo;
+* the fame ot his own regiment may bias his
feelings—** What troops are best on the
c ¢ and the answer 13 unlicsitatingly
ﬂnn, * The Irish Brigade.,” The Brigade
ving driven the cnemy from the ravine, my
regiment was ordered to charge them up the
comn hill. . 'We hastily obeyed ; hroke through
ke thick brush, and approached the base of
the hill, on the other side of which the defeat-
ed foe took shelter in bis entrenchments, and
poured upon us o terrible musketry fire. We
mounted the steep hill with comparative cool-
ness; and upon reaching its summit onr posi-
- tiou, to an cye-witness, would appear hope-
le.m. The rebel sharp shooters did their
n’ork of death upon us. Scveral of our men
were wonnded, including our Colone), and one

make -2 virtue of.necessity and retrea:
the rear side of the Ljll nnrr’n' which we L‘ﬁ
come. The same hill gave shiclter to us and
; %0 our cnemies. There we lay until night
gave her shelter, aad we saw. oursclyes mas-
:‘.‘;s &r the gauy-c&n% position, The cne-
nsed filng to a certain
100k but little time to_erect & retmmone |
Nzxt day Burnetd, = Carps s i
the enemy’s bre: twotk';, but ow o
mistake it was a fallare, and they lia‘;'v.‘ l‘lg:elll!;'c
In the cvening anothicr attack was made—the
defense charged and taken—and the Ameri-
can flag raised aloft in the sunlight, amid the
cheers of thousands. My regiment again
charged, and beld tho encmy at bay for two
honrs and a half. We fired vollcy upon vol-
ley upon them during this period, and when
- We were relicved every man was almost com-
gl:t‘t:g"l‘c‘rlm:sfd, thl?ugol'& eacl’xj lsﬁu declared
N .d no! ¢ reliev an| sul V'
~-Certain, 1 am, with respect, }nnn'cr;e::yv;:?

corely,
R JAMES McDONNELL,
B, 5th N. H. V.,

———
——




