BUTLER'S CANAL

Peiween twenty snd thirly yearsage, when
Nichmond Srst began to look up a3 a place of trade
and impertance, several echemes were mooted for
improviag the navigation of James river. Promi-
nent among these was the plan of cutting 2 canal
“sacross Duich Gap, aud thereby shortening the
river some fiftcen miles. Several of the leading
«<itizens of that day, beaing constituted juto a com-
mittee, visited Dutch Gap in company with a gei-
ontifick enginger, and, having made due jnspection
and survey of the ground, came back with the re-
port that the scheme was impracticable for o lavge
snumber of reasons, all of which.were duly set forth
and clahorated. The people were convinced by
dhe learned arguments advenced that Duteh Gap
counld not he cut through, sud all thought of such
a thing was given up. Vessels and. etermers, in

coming to or going from Richmond, made the long

royageround the peningula, of which Datch Gap is
the isthmus. Though e whole dey was sometimes
lost in the trip round, owners of veezels and mer-
«hantg, believing the evil irremediable, did not
eomplain. .

All this was old Virginia-like, and but for this
sar and the siege of Richmond, the probability is
that the question of the practicability of cutting
dbrough Dnteh Gap would nover again have at-
fracted the attention of the publick. But now
the scheme is mot only brought forward, but is ac-
tually being put into execution by the Yankee Go-
peral Botler, With fifieep hundred or tiwo thou-
‘gand Virginie negroes Le is cutting o ship canal

. ¢hrough Dutck Gap, which is destined to contri-

bute 8s much to the bemefit of Richmond as any
one of her publick works. It is truc his object is |
not to benefit the cily, but that will be the result;
and if recent observations are correct, he has
nearly concluded his job. .

Itisreported to us that he is sinking & ditch
fifty feot deep and fifty broad, and thatin two or
three weeks, at most, it will be completed. Aswe }
have said, this will shorten the river and benefit
the cily. As a step in the siege of Richmond, we
think if vory doubtful whether it secures to its au-|
thors any of the advantages they expect to derive
fromit. Were they permitted to sail their moni- |
tors through it without opposition, they would be
brought nearer Fort Drewry and Chafin's Bluff,
and would avoid the obstructions they themselves ‘
have sunk in Trent’s Reach; but they will meet ‘
with oppositien, and that of so determined a che-
racter that we feel authorized in believiug the
grand canal destined to prove as unprofitable o
them s the grand mine at Petexsburg. It is not
advisable to sy more on this subjectat present.—
When Butler shall complete hig canal nnd attempt
to navigate if, he will find out how we propose to
confront him. But the feasibility of making this
canal once demonstrated, the lesson will not g
lost upon the citizens of Richmond, and with the
veturn of peace and commerce they will reap the
henefiiz of thé lesson taught them by Butler, the
Yeast.




