FROM PETERSBURG:

The Petersburg papers say that there Is nothing
silrring along the lines of the two armiesin front
of Petersburg, cxcept dust, which Inclonds snd
volumes fills every conceivable thing., This, added
to tho sweltering heat, makes it any thing bat come
fortable. A Petersburg paper givea the following
‘summary of the sitnation there :
SHARPSHOOTING AND' SHELLING.

‘Ot scina parts of the lines the sharpshooters on
both eides havean ugly ‘practice cf shoot &t
everylhing they sec, and then zgaln tho shells—'.
thoss awfol things—are ever and anon hurling
through the alr to the terrour of all non-combatants,
and to the fonal yance of the 1
soldiefs,

PRISONERS AND THEIR STORIXS.

Beveral prisoners were brought o Thursday,
among them = Hentenant of cavalry, “just all the
way from Cork.” He represents the cavalry arm
of the Yankes service as belog in anything but
the bezat plight. In other worde, hesays it is “‘nsed
up," and will not sumber oze fonrth of what it did
when the 1 1t de Thelr i
on the north’ side of tho James and on the sonth
side'of the Appomatlox rivers, will lay them on
the sholf and render them usalesy for weeks to

come,

The otber prlsoders say that Barnside is stlll fa
our front,

DESERTERS FROM GRANT'S ARMY.

A-gentleman who arrived In Petersburg from
Ivor, reports Lhat the country there and thence to
Buffolk 13 lined with stragglers and deserters from
G:ant's grmy.  Ho represents the nambérs to be
extremely large, and the men as exerting every
effort to escape arrest. The comntry around Pe«
tersburg does rot suit them. The weather Is too
kot for comfort, good water 1s too scarce, and Con.
federato bullets too unerring. .

The limiled crops In that section have been com-
pletaly destroyed by the enemy’s foraging parties,
ard but little is left the remsiolog iohabitants to
subsist upon. If Grant's army remaiina en the
Southsfdo much longer, the counties open to his
troops Wil ba desolated and rulned,




