Cavalry raids, destructive aa they are, never
conquer, & country. Rather, indeed, they
help to maks it unconquerable; and thatin
geveral ways: In'the first place, they greatly
tend to destroy that sncaking * Unionism,” not
yet quito extinct in some regions of our country,
which is willing to fake the cath “to save its
property.” Cre: of this crawling sort
meet no favours from the Yankes raider: his
Lusiness is to rob and devastate—to catryaway
what is portable and destroy what he canuot
carry, in order to starve out the ‘“rebellion:”
and he haa no notion of being cheated by these
“Union” poor devils with their freo and easy
oaths When they protest that they have al-
ways been * Union men,” that they will take
the oath, and all that, raiders reply indignant-
1y (as described by a leiter rom Koanoke
county) that they are “d—d liars,” and there.
upon.proceed to rob their premiges. It wounld
bsa good ides, truly, if a wealthy farmer of
Western Virginia, with his barcs and meat.
houses full, gold in his de:k and eilver in his
pantry, could turn away, a regiment of famish-
ing borses and their hungry and greedy riders
Ly merely proclaiming ““loyalty” and tendering
an oath. Can Federg] soldiers eat and drink
oaths? Are oaths good in a horas's rack and
mapger? The Yanked gallant who las vowed
10 carry to Maseachusetts some ‘trophy (all
stolen articles they call “trophies”) of his South-
ern campaign, can be bring home to ths misce-
zeoitrix'be loves a planter’s oath, when she ex-
pects hia daughter’s jerels or his wifs's forks
and spoons? It is therefore with sincere plea-
sare, almost with a sense of ‘gbligation to the
very raiders, that one hears. of their contemp-
tuoasinattenton to professions of base “loyaliy,”
and the impartiality with which they rob all
round. Thas, every distriet of country which
has been harried by s Yankea raid or two, be-
comes & mora staunch Confederate ccuntry
thereafter. . -

There is another way, to0, in ‘which raids
briog with them a certain. compensation, at
least in Western Virginla : they diecover and
bring to light unéxpoeted grararies.and stores
of provision hidden in caves, literally jn caves
of the carth, with which_ that limestone coun-
tryabosuds. The prudent farmers had hidden
away thoae stores t2 savo them, not from Yan-
keo maraudsra, bub from {Reir gwn government
end their own fellow-citizens, These rp the
suffering farmers who never had anything
when Confed Guartermasters, impressing
ofiicers or purchasers on goverament pocount,
came round : they had nothlog to sell for Qon-
federats money: s0 far from that, they were
slways in distress, almost starviog, and anxi-
ous delegations used to come down to, Rick-
mong,Yon their part, to'plead that flour should
be sent up to the Valley to sustain life; and
cspecially that if the Qovernment Bhould re
quire from them a loan of thejr syrplys labour, |
or indeed make any clsim or demend npop
‘them whatever in the common causg, then oll
was lost. This sor$ of persons have probably
helpod more €0 epreciate our Treasury 'bills
thag oll other classes together: to sustain the
erelit of that paper was to sustain the Govern-;
ment oud the cause, gud the freedom and ho-
nour df their.owa children. But touch Confe-
Qderate money they would not ; only tha gljtter
of gold and silver could draw forth some of
their hoards from' the caverns ;—and behold}
many of those secres granarieg have now been
opened and their. contents carried off, without
moey and without price. Vankees bave good
uoses: they are also accomplished geolo-
gistas exd know what deposits .may be]
expectad 0 crop 4yt ip caleareous forma.
tions ; indeed, the very, negrots yho had help-
edto stow away the produce weat & 4he rodd:
ersand told thom where to find it And o
the pradent farmer finds that b, hds been 100
cuaning for Bimself after all; ho has cheated
h‘;"‘! lamontably; finds that he might &s
:l bave teken ‘the Government prics and

elped Lo feed bis frieads, ag fod bis enemjes fox,
opricantell; wishss that his Isst year's crop
bay been pat, not into & cave, but into forr per.
Sonkbouds ; fndatual, afier ll it g worth:
; © to maky'somis, mscrifices, to Keep ‘thoss
ankees out of the countsy, and when the rafd
oae Dasspamay, it Teaves pur farmer & 'suddeor
co;" A8 :::::.M we.trust o mugh telfer

Jn short, thayarious “raids” of “Yankes brl-
gands this year will Kuyg. dons some’ good',to.

‘ uv.n"up.for thesevers losaes and the intolora-




march., They

tion that the Yankee cavalryare simplym
ed banditti, to whom “restoring thé Union” is
a pretenca for pillage—that neither oaths nor
caves aro any protection whatever agsinst
¢ench gangs, nnd that the best thing our’ people
can do is to make all needfal sacrifices in mo-
ey as well as in blood, to sustain the srmy in
which rests our only hope to free our soil from
these bands of thieves. .




