The Colored Troopsat Petersburg.

The tollowlng are extracts of a privato letter
fro an ofticer of colored tioops belore Peters.
burg, addressed to Mr.Vincent Collyer, of this
city: -
NEak PeTsnsnune, Va., August 2, 1834,

DearSir: 1suppose ere this you have heand that
our division has been emyaged. The result of it
has not come up to my expectations; yet under
more favorable circumstances, I am sure we would
have won the admiration ofall. I wlil givy you
a correct detall of the actlon,

We bave been continually notiled for the last
fortoight that our sappers were mining the
envmy's position. As soon as ready our division
was lo storin the works on its oxplosion ; this
ruinor had spread g0 wide we bad no faith Inat.

On the gLt of the 2nh we wers In 3 posltion on |

1be extreue leit, We weredrawnin abont 9 r. s,
atd warehied to General Burnsids's Leadquarters,
1l clored 1n mags by division lel in oot We
there rece Ived officlal notice that the long-looked
tor ipkye was ready charged and would be flred at
daylight next morulng. The plan of storming
wassatollows: One divlsfon ot white troops wasto
«barge the works iramediately after the explosion,
sndcarey the firstand -econdﬁnco!mbelln:rznch-
micpte, Our division was to follow immediatel

snd push right Into Peteredburg, take the clty an

be supported by the remalndec of the Niath and

-

the Twents-elghithcorps. Wewens up brizht and
carly, ready and eager for the le to com.
wence. | had been wishing for some £ of thls

scrt to do for some time to zaln the respect of the
Army of the Potomac. You know their former
At thirty minutes aler five the ball
The mine, with some ANy Fl““ of srthl-
lcry, went off almost {ostantaneounsly, at tho same
tire the white lmor. sccording to the plan,
clnlr?ed (he fort, which they urrlea,

nothlog to or pose them ; but they did not succeed
In carrying cither of the Itnes of futrenchments.

We were beld in rear uoti! the development of

tue movemment of the white troope, but on secloy
thodlesster which was about to occur we were
k-ml:«i in by the flank, for we could go In
n no other way to allow us to get In position;
#0 you sec on this fallure we nothing to do
but guip by the fank. A clarge Io that maaner
bas never proved successful to wy knowledge;
when itdocs it fs s surprise.

{ur incn weat forward with enthustism eust
t0 anything under different cIrcumnetances, but In
polpr through the fort that had been blown up,
the passage almost lLinpeded by obatacles
thrown up by the explosion, At the same time
we were reaiving s most deadly cross-dre from
1oth flanks, At thls time our Licutenant-Colonel

Mr. E. W, Ros#) fel}, shot through the left les,
hrately leadlng the men. T immedlstely assum»sd
command, hut oniy to hold It a faw mingtes,
when I tell, struck f.y a plece of shell In the side.
Caplain Robineon, trom Conncctleut, then took
command, and Irom sil weean learn e was Katled,
At this time our tirst charve was somewhat
chiecked, aud the men sought cover in the works,
Again our charze was made, but, like the former,
ureuceceatul, This was followed by the onemny
msuhing a chisrre.  Secing the unorganized condi-
tion and the great loss of oilicers, the men tell
back 10 our own works. Yet a Jarge numberstill
beld the fort untll & P, ., when the encmy
charged nmninand carried it Thatended thezreat
attempt to take Petersbunz.

We were unsuceesstul, yet 1am confident that
the valor and Hibting qualitiea of our men are
equal (o any 1n the United States aniny, W will
yet ehon it

Qur tosa I8 il fifty per cent. throughout this
division, Cficers sufered more than the men,
Soire of our reziments Live only onz oz two onll-
cezs st for duty.




