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Tlianksgivigg dgivned upbh the aryre,

‘%M i hazy, 4 'prll,»iluy%;; THE cvening pra¥ious
Svéral harrdl¥ pfpples’ hilf come to the com-
puny, us-s donation from some source or other,
and a rumor was in cireulstion that fiftcen

hundred turkeys; from the same source, were

“to'be-distributed through the regiment.on the

morrew. A tendeney to be thankful alvendy
- bégan to be manifested by sonie, but the more
consérvative suggested thint it might be agwell
to wail, at least, until the fowls were kiiled,
Enquiries were made of ncighboring compa-
-nies, some of whom had not so much us beard
of the thing. Breukfast the following morn-
ing consisted of the usual ¢ bread and coftee,”
~and the impression began Lo prevail, and was
strengthened by a dinner of fresh beef that the
turkeys would not come. .-Some, however,
who read the papers, remaived hopeful, and
the sutistuction of all was immense when, just

- before the hour for supper, Gilinore, with the

;
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ration teams, came riding into camp, and lo!
the fowls, ready dressed aud cooked, amd ready
for the table with the exception of cutting up.
The carving was performed without regard to
Chesterfield’s advice, when the supper horn,
in the hands of nautical Capt. Tuckeyr of the
couvk-house, sounded a real thanksgiving blast,
which, taken up by beating on cups and plat-
ters, was repented aroiind each soldier’s board,
and by some prolonged tar into the night.

Stutfed as the birds were to repletencss-with
the good will of generous donors, if now and
then a tough mouthful was found, a small picce
of the dressing made it go easily down. )

Some of our neighbors were not so fortunate
us to obtain their portion on the 24th; but all,
we believe, huve since shared I these very
tangible tokens of remembrance from friends
atl bomge. Wi ever heard of a whole army
dining on turkey before? Of all classes, we be-

. Heve the soldiers were most sincerely thankful
and reasonably so.  Really, it'we shock pseudo-
humanity by occasional acts of severity, does
not this present state of things teach many
humane lessons? Is not the humanity of the
nation o its soldiery a correct exponent of a
high civilization, and severity a nost intelli-
rent meihod of dealing with brutish treason?

uring the day the rchels were quile respect-
ful, like sinn about church steps during a
revival, occasionally looking in ut the door,
half repentent in their hearis. but desirous of
continuing rebels a little longer, =

Since my last, the fall rains have prevailed to
an extent caleulated to check any extensive
uusvement of the army, and tending to a very
quict disposition along the lines. A few pick-
cts have been taken before Petershurg, anda
short strip of our front line, at Bermuda Hun-
dred,. captured.  As no effort has been made to
retake the latter, we judge its ge-possession is
not deemed important at present, A very
brisk artillery engagement took place ncar the
city this D, M., lusting about an hour. It start-
-ed, we believe, fromn some useless picket firing
and resulted in extensive waste of ammunition
and perhaps the loss of a life ortwo, There is
one benetit dervived from this kind of firing,
however, we have noticed that almost every
body avpeared to feel better after it.

Pickets on the other side have, tor a day or
two past,made themselves jubilant ovey what
they term * Sherman’s defeat,” declaring that
his whole army has heen captured.—Yankce
“ guesses they are like the boy who whistled
to keep his courage up in the darkest part of
the woads, but sat dewn and yelled when com-
pletely lost.”. . T
“'I'he eanal is progressing towards comples |
tion and, like other pluns of Butler, whicl |
were at first ignored,are beginning to be appre-
ciuted by the enemy ax the havd logic of its
results ard being foreed upon them. -

The First Connecticut still dues sfege service
from the right, across the Jumes, to the left
of Petershurg. Not an important. engage-
ment hgs oceurred sinee its arrivalat the front
in which some of its baiteries have not par-;
ticipated, Though seldum called to encounter
such peril as attends a charge, such as Infintry
often mukes, it is doubtful if these lines could
be held a single day without the protection af-
forded by its heavy guns. The regiment is
commanded by Col. H. L. Abbott of the Reg-
ular Army who, meeting at first, to some ex-
tent, the same prejudice so common towards
new commanders, and so successfully sur-
mounted by his predecessor, Col. Robert O.
Tyler, ias, we have no hesitation in sayving. by
his able management of the regiment in the
fiekl. and gentlemanly and henorable bearing
towards all classess, tirmly established himselt
in the contidence of every company in his com-
mand.,  Awmong ihe wmonuments for ihe grave
of treason, and which will long mark_its rest-
ing place in this State, ave the tine earthworks
oceuped by these and other batteries. Of
these, aswoming oftenest uvuder our observa-
tion, we may mention that occupied by Capt.
J. 11, Burton’s baiterye-No. 4—on “ Jordon's
Farm.” *From this peint the observor hasa
good view of Petersburg. By the aid of a
“gluss,” duch as are used by the * Signal Corps™
we have looked through broken windows, seen
people distinetly on the street, and casily rewd
the hour from the ¢ steeple-clock” of the city,
It was formerly a rebel fort of sixtecn guns,
and was taken rather by strategy than foree.
A tree is still standing within the enclesure
under which, we have been infurmed by one
of the captors, rebel officers were about setting
down to breakfust on the morning of its cap-!
ture. ‘Fhie fort had to be re-modetled and faced !
the other way.  Under the skillful supervision :

cof its present commmander, the magazine has !
been converted into one of the best ontheline, :
& fine epaulement made ahout:the whole, the i
terrepleiil graded, and sewers constructed, in .
Tt e\'el'_vtﬁing done_necessary to render the !
structure complete,  Here originated the term |
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Petersburg express,” as applied to a “ thirty-!

pounder Parrott gun” which was first trained |
on the eity. The name has since been trans-!
ferred to a large *“ thivteen inch pounder” af--
terwards placed in_position near by, under:
command of Lieut, Juckson of the same com- !
pany (1). Major Brooker has his head-quar-!
ters hiere, as has also Doct. J, 8. Delaware,
First Assistant Surgeon of the regiment, the
Dispensary, & very vesponsible charge, being
in care ot ¥rank Frost, Co. D, of Killingly,
who, by i correct deportment and unremitting
‘nttention to his work, appears to have won |
the esteemn of his superiors, and by many liitle
kindnesses which his position allows, the good
will of many in the ranks.  WeThay also state
that he is assisted by Asa L. Putham—Co. L—
of Brouklyn, a lineal descendant of valiant
Isviel, as we are informed; and who—if we

Judge from his expressed sentiments—was

ginia o wolf den and treason a wolf, would
not hesitate entering at once, and taking the

‘wonster by the cars: A regimental sutler’s

also kept here, which, judged by the
tickel system, must be a great convenience, es-
peeiatly when pay days are so * far between,”
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