Army C’orrespongnce

e kinve been given permiasion to publish the fol.
lowlng letter, received by a friend.. It i from the
pen of 4n old resident of thus county, and for many
years a Bighlsgrezpected resldent of Easton, where
he 20w haa maby ffends and relatives s

Neax Persassuas, Va., Sept, 18, 1861,

My Dzar :—] haveolien thought of
you—jyour history and the interestng family
group which surrounds your_peaceful and hap-
Py fire-side, and have oilen sjace my advent m-
to the army intended wning to you; but not
knowing your seatiments and views in reference
to this monstrous rebeltion, I have hesitated to do
80 for fear it mught not be,agreeable, but ia view
of our former relations and assoctations ia lfe, if,
we differ 1 opioion, you will at least accord to
me honesty ol purpose. Siace m: i

the enemy’s position, or render Yiim fess weak
he suffers it to remain.  Qur capture and posses-
sion of  large portion of the Weldon Rauroad
which runs throagh here in connection with the
one to Riehmond, seems to claim particular at-
tention of the Relw-ls, who are massing large for-
<es in that directicn and the hardest and severest
bauleof the war may be hourly expected.—

movs forces are large and daily augmenting.
X?u Plans and general arrangement of his 1roops
well matured and prepated for any emergeney,
and the issue tremendaus andawful as it will be
is of important significance 10 the Rebels. 1t
Grant succeeds in holding the Weldon Railroad
(which he has done for sometime, snd of which
he has destroyed more than thurty miles,) and
then makes his way 10 the Danvill Road and have
forces enough 1o destroy and cut off all commu-
nications, th i e

wilh the army 1 bave passed through many dan-
gerous and trying scenes, and 1o one of my for
mer easy Lfe it taxed my Briness and powers of
endurance 10 their uumost capacity. ‘The first
year of my term passed with

wiil have to cut his way out or starve, for this
would cut ot every source of supplies for the
rebel army at least so far as Virginia is concern.
el. The capture of Ailanta by Shermau, and
he alnost totat of Hood’s forces

‘ease and pleasure, our postof duty bemg
Nortolk and Porsmouths with Tutle of ey .',:
to encounter; afier which we were ordercd 1.
Sufflolk to assume active operauons, and here |
would date the commencement of trials, which
conststed of long marches, loss of restand expo-
sure 10 all Linds of weather, but Leing unsuccess-
ful in our pursuit of the enemy between Suffolk
and the Black Water we returned to the former!

\place fatigued and almost exhausted in strength.
Our next mave was 10 York Town; from thenee
10 West Pomt, and finally 1o Newbern, N. C.,
at which place we continued for seseral months.
Nothing of interest tanspired here exeept a
threatened attack of the Rebels on the 20th of
February, but alier reconuoitenng for some
days, they very wisely concluded not to do s0.—
Our nestand great tmove was to City Pointto

join Butler’s forces for the spring and sumwmer

isa death blow 10 all rebel hopes 1n the South-
west, and while nis dicouraginy effects must be
seriously felt 1n the rebel atnuy hete, 1t adds vig-
o7, enerzy and determination 10 our r00ps, such.
as I never witnessed betore,
It may take time for Grant to consummate s
wnighty work and perbaps the luss of  great ma-
ny wmen, butthe capture of Richmond and Pe-
tersburg ultimately, 15 us sure and cerfain ns the
sun shmes. Our advance on the 30th of July
and the blowing up of one of the fargest forts in
possession of the enemy was the most awful yet
sublime and magnificentscenes | ever witnessed,
: was a beautiful mornme, just at the dawn of
day, with a hightand gentle balmy breeze, scarce-
Iy enoush to ruffie the smooth surlace of the
water all nature seemed quielly reposing and
presented a calm and serene aspeet, when all at
once a lurd Hame of dazzling lighi broke forth,

campgign, and here let me add, if J did
ence hardship, privauon and exposute 1t was
aothing to what I have scen since.  Afier arfAv-
ing here our first move was on the Richmond
and Petersburg Railroad.  Afier tearing up and
destroging about three miles we fell back 10 a
place called Bermuda Hundred. ‘The next ad-
vance of our forces was to Drune’s Dluff, eight
or nine miles from Richmand and one aod a half,
wniles from Fort Darling. On our marcl

and with it plasion, which soun-
ded hke many batteries of -artillery or the loud
pealsof distant thunder, the earth shook and
wavered as il some great carthquake or mighty
convulsion of naturehad taken place. The mett
in the ranks momentanly trembled like leaves
bebyre the wind, when symultaneously with the
shock 160 canon and ity mortars, some of the
largest calibre, belched forth in thunder tones the

of death d. ulst over

encountered the enemiy’s pickets and skirmish-
ers some three miles trom these first lines of de-
fences, After a stubborn resistance for some
bours we forced them back, and finally took pos-
session of their works. They retreated to the
fort which is situated immediately} in the rear of|
the entrenchments and from which 1t was im-
possible to drive them with all_the force of arul..
lery we coald bring to bear, We continued
on the road in close proximity to the fort for
several days, exposed to shot and ehell and with
! the loss of three or four men. During this time
the enemy had been largely reinforced and came
down upon us bkea mighty avalanch. We
fought them hard and desperately, but being out-
numbered, were compelled o retreat. In this
battle we lost many brave wen and I regret to
say had to give up the contest.

Ournext move was an Petersburg, at which
point e have been (untl relieved the other day)
ever since. You may ask why I enlisted a1 my
time of fe 2 My reply 1s how could any one
who has the least degree of manhood in his na-
ture or patrictism in his soul stand aloof and re-
frain from acuve exerctse, winle all the vitalin.
terests of the country are suspended upon a bal-
ance, while treachery and treason are cuening
ramupaunt, and allour republican institutions and
every blessing we enjoy and hold dear, are in-
volved in this mighty issue. As for myself T
viened itasmy indispensable duty to go forth
and offer ty hfe, t o , in_suppart of the
Government, her Jaws and her sacred insti-
tutions. and to-day, as old as 1 am, § feel a con-
seious patriotie pnde in being called 2 Union
solduer, and of discharging my duty, so far, faith-
tully to my country, and if I shoutd fali in any
future engagement, it will be with my face to
the enemy, contending with all my powers in
the detence of our rights and the preservaton of
this glorious Republic.  I'shall then leave the

;world 2 patnotand a hero, and 1 the best, most
| noble cause that God and humanity ever called
‘man 1o actin. Our pesition has been io the
trenches and nifle pits duecily in front ot Peters-
burg for the last three months, which is only a
hall or three quariers of a mile from the celebra-
ted Cockade ony. During this tume-ve have
been constantly exposed to the enemy’s fire,
both day and night, which rendered our situa-
01 unpleasant and extreemly Jangerous, From
the nfle pits we have a splendid view of this,
the 41h eity 1n the renowned bogus Confodercy,
whosr towering Churchstceplesand public buil-
dings loum up proudly, but pleasantly Lefore us,
presenung the appearance of a place of conexl-
erable size as well as of importance and air of |
grandure and magnificefice seldom witnessed in
the South. The surrounding country of which
we have an extended view for nules, 1s the most
beautiful, feriile ard picturesque I eversaw. It
is mosily roling land, with deep ravines, bigh
mounds and gently sloping dechvities, running |
down to cvergreen vallies, the richoess, beauty,
and Joxutiance of which can only be rivalled in
Ialy or Swizerland, whilst the mounds, of|
which there are many, firnish the most pleasant
and delightlul situations for places of residence,
aoy where 10 be found 10 the country. On our
arrtval here_everpthing was lresh, green and
gowing. We passed through and encamped
Bear one of the langest and most luxuriant fields
of corn I hare seen any where, and as the nich
green blades waved 1o and fro n the gentle
breeze, it forcibly reminded me of other and hap-
pier days, when all was peace}, prospenty and
happiness, but now as well as ens of thousands
of acres alihrough this State, it 15 nothing bat a
barrer waste, widely contrasting with the thick-
Iy wooded hills adjacent to the scene whose rich
green foliage shghtly unged with autumn’s gol-
den bue, making a harmonf of delicate shades
most beautlul 10 be seen. .

On the south side of Petersburg in close prox-|
imity o the town, and now occupied by the reb-
eliratiors, is siwated a range of high hulls or.
mimatare mouotains, called the heights, upon
2nd around which the rebels have the strongest
kind of fornBications, and as the town is situated
immediately on 1be margm or stope of these hills,
1t is extremely difficult 10 remove them or cap.
e the place. ‘The fact 1s, no farce, however,
large, could take and hold the 1own without first
dislodging the énemy from his strong holds,
whieh trom 1ts very location could not be done
on a charge withous severe Jloss on our part.—
You will see by reference to a good map that
Petersburg 1s situated oo a branch of the Appo-

the town, and at no me, navigable for vessels
ofany size. ‘Their nearest and mam pogt for
teupplies and the transportment of produce is at
C.ty Pointon the James River,a distance of|
from seven to eight miles from OW¥n} it is or was
conaected with the place hy asmall branch Rail-
10ad, which now and all the country 1hrough,
which it passes is 30 our ssion, and the read
used for lorwarding supplies 10 (e army.

Graot could a1 sny ima blow the city 1o atoms,
but as bis poliey is not 1o destroy property w
less militaty pecessity requTies i1, and as 1bed
unetion of Petersburg wwould i no wise effec

|

1t ), dirty stream rusging op to| 0
fustiox river, a small, dity streaos ¢ Zelo]and 13 1€ soutee of the raost wantoa proflizaie

head and around the gleaming, burstng shells,
flying i every direciion. The sharp erack of
the rifle all along the lines—the tumult of ¢lash-"
ing arms of contending hosts arrayed in deadly
contlict—ihej groans and cnes far help of the
severely wounded, presented a scene which beg-
gazs description, and one I hope uever, never @
witaess again, Ghant’s plan of attack was well
matured, his forces large and arranged in ineof
battle some hours before the charge, and would
have boen entwely succesgful in the capture of
Patersburg and a large number of prisoners, but
some of his subgnlivate officers failed (through
intemperauce 1f 13 alleged) 1o bring forward theic
| commands, and althrugh we succeeded in tak-
ing two lines of the Rebel Warke early 1n the
engagement, yet in consequence of this erimmal
neglect 10 bring forward reinfarcements we were
compelled to submut to a disgraceful repulse, and
sive up the advantage gamed. Our foss in kil-
led, wounded and prisovers was nearly six thou-
sand men, a lamitable failure, deeply regretted
on the part of the men notone half of whom were
brought into action. | have experienced danger
and witnessed death in every phase and form,
and often in the heat of an ergagement could T
of wept for the severely wounded, whose-dying
groans and heart rending appeals for help was
but 100 apparent 1o he misunderstood, but the
Imagnitade and importance of the contest and
the principles involved 10]it elaimed my constant
attention and required all my, physical powers i1
foreng back the rebel traitors, whose mpetous
and misgaided spint has ever been mamifesied in
the most maligaant hatred, charactenstic only of
the savage.
In looking over the vast ficlds of Virginia, onee
ferule and fruitful, now barren, desolate and o-
vergrown with brambles the mnind becomes pain
flly exercised_at the gloomyand forbidden as-
pect of everything around hum and he is led to
exclaim what folly, what nsane madness, what
mighty infataation to nduce men to mahe such
tremendous sacnfices for an inordinate lust for
power and dominion, espesally when founded
or based upon one of the most nkuman 1astiu-
tions that ever tarcished with its accursed stain,
the bright cscutchen of Amertean kberty, and
rendercd tbis country (the boasted a-ylum of the
oppressed of all nations) a reproach and by-word
10 all civilized powers :—1] mean African slave-
ry—an institution, the toleration or contimuance
of which was no more jntended or thought of by
the sage framers of the Constitution and Decla-
ration of Independence than they thought of ma-
%iog this Goverment a mdnarchy. No, the
magnanimity and pure patriousm looked far be.
ond secuienal and sordid interests. Then phi-
anthropy and benevolence tool in all that was
dear ta the whole country. Then great docu
ments was not the work of canting politieians,
not the offspnngof imbecileminds, bor the work
afthe assembled wisdom of the 13 ongimal
States, who afier weeks of prayerful deliberauon
declared 1hat they should be a free and an inde-
pendent republic, and by a wise and equiable
provision in the Constitution, 1t was io contin-
ve throughout all time, oueand indessoluble. In
was Washingtou’s greatest care 10 watch with a
jealous and vigilent eye our growing importaace,
our unbounded resources and extensive infl
ence which we asa republic were daily develop-
ing to the world; 2t was for flum 1o scan narrow-
Iy‘tne workings of the degenerate mind 10 sce
that no dissension should anse that would
menace our repuslic or insutuucns, and
lead to infractions of Coosututional law.—
Thomas Jeffersen, the apostle of Democracy and
author of the great enunciator of liberty and free-
dom some years after it had gone forth 10 the
world holds ths language : “Slavery,” said he,
“is an evilof fugh magnitude, destructive to the
tinterests of Society and intensely at variance
with our i Jas, Mad-
ison, 42 years_ago, in. writing (0 a fend upon
the subjeet of State Rughts, uses this emphatic
language, Said he—+ireat any mas as your
most inveterate enemy, that would hint to a dis-
solution of the Union, for any couse.” 5
I miaht prolong my remarks to an indelfinite
period, suffice 1t fa say that the rebel aristoerats
fadling for once, in_haying the dseendeney and
control of the Government which they have had
by the connivaece and aid ot* Democrats North
for a long time, were willing to stake their all
upon the hazard of a die for the extension of Af-
rican slavery, and the untrammelled right to traf-
ic in human blood, a trade vile as it is, it fur-
hes the very elemeats of vitality to the South

licenteousness, as well as the cause ol all the o-
dious hines of distinction which exist 1a saciety,
but I am glad 1o say 1t has reach culmlna
tmg point and nqw receiving its eternal qietus.

I shonld be pleased o mm;:pond with {:n,
and & nnmber of my Inends in Easton, and hope
you, atleast, wilifavor e witl an early re-
sponse. highest regards 10 your family—
Temember me kindiy and affectionately to Broth-
erand Sister and all relatives, and believe me
sull Your sincere {iicnd,

W. H. H—

i



