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I conclude the extracts from my jour-
nal with the recorn of the terrible scenes
leading to the surrender at Appomattox
Courthouse of  the peerless Army of
Northern Virglula,

Aprll 8, 1805—0Oh, ever memorable day
of horror! The long agony is over; af-
ter an herole struggle for ten iong
wmenths, Lee's army has been “forced to
leave the Hues in front of Petersburg
und Richmond and fall back towards
Lynchburg. Every Inch of that thirty-
five mfles of earthworks had become hal-
lowed ground, stecped in the blood of
martyrs to the holy chuse of eonthern
Independence, How sacred now, after
the lapse of thirty-seven years, are the
memorles evoked by this act of record-
ing those scenes whereln the noblest
Impulses  of wan's nature were  dis-
piayed, :

Jue Moulton came up on the tralm,
bearing mnost harrowing detalls of 1he
il struggle on the oxtreme left of
the llne, whereln our beloved corps com-
mander, the intrepid A, P, Hill, Inld
down hig life.  Overpowercd at every
point, the remunant of the three nrmy
corps has crossed the Appomatiux to fol-
low the gtandard of Lee wlh bilnd
faith until the ead cometh, Al {8 bus-
tle and excitement at eamp in awutiel
pation of marching orders, while the
most Intense ansiety prevalls about the
fute of our comrudes of the bhattery
who had so falthfully defended the Hives
sulient during the entire slege, A night
of watchful aunxlety followed, full of
Tumors of disaster that scemed to bur-
deu the very nlr that we brenthed.

Tuesday-~Whiting, of  the Norfolk
Blues, renched camp with news that al
the guns In the fArst llne in front of
Petershury had been abandoned to {he
enemy; we are heart-sick «with despalr,
reparations belng made to retreat to
Favimvilie on the arrival of ardllery
horaes,

Waolnesilay, fith-—At 8 o'clock a. m. the
fwo guns without calssons and  une
wugon started from Camp Pavadise, en
route to Farmville. Before Jeaving, we
blew up the magazine of Battery No. 8,
and disabled the guns and ealssons, which
we were forced to ubapdon for lavk
of horses, Then we marched with heavy
hearts through the thlek gloom of the
early moruing away from those scenes
of so woeh pleasure, The heavens wept
for us, and amid these depressing sur-
roundings we tramped sturdlly through
the mud alongslde of our guuw, paseing
through town at dawn aad taking the
road to Prinee Edward Courthouse.

At 7 o'clock we halted at Mrs, Yena-
ble's farm, and an hour later were or-
dered back to  Farmville.  Thence our
route lny in the dlrection of Lyuchburg,
cand we went into Purk o short distunce
from town., Even here our good friends
| of the violnity found us, and sent lote
of good food to cheer us Ip the dark
hour of adversity. Iere we remnined
until next mornlng, when cavalry scouts
galloped up furlously with the iufor-
matlon that toe Ynnkees were cnmlnq.
The hugle sounded “hoots and saddle,”
and In n short time the two fuus were
dashlng thraugh toewn as rapldly as our
misernble horses could trot. "The la.
dies. crowded the eldewalks, crylug and
wn\-i‘ng thelr handkerchiefs in enconrage.
moent. . .

With BRooker's Reglment aa a support,
we galned the helghte u mile west of
town aud went into hattery, fripg a
couple of rounds at the approaching
Yankee cavalry, and_drove them ont of
sight. Brisk skirmlshing ensued, nnd In
half an_ hour the cnemwy had retired
in the dlrection of Migh Bridpe. This
actlon took place on Longwood planta-
tion, the birthplace of General Joseph
E. Joehnwton, now occupled by Dr. Car-
rington's famlly. These patrlotio folks
insivted on entertaining a large party
of the officers and soldiers at dlnner—
a superb bauguet, washed down  with
fine ald sherry wine, Miss Mildred Car-
rington, a remarkably benutlful woman,
ald the houors of the table.

"he advanee guard of the army s now
streaming up the read, ragged and actn-
ally starving, as the rations that were
to have ben distribuied at Amelin Court-
house never materinlized, So the towns-
Iw-uplc fed hundreds of the veterans as
hey marched past. General Brecken-
ridge stopped nt the hotel, and wag the
olwerved of all observers by reaszon of
his noble appearance. After dark an in-
terininable crowd of wagons and ambu-
lances passed along the Lynehburg road.

l-‘rm:nf. Tth—News cnme that our are
tillery battallon wwas nearing town, so
we went to work preparing food for
friends and comrades.  Orders arrived
for our iwo gung to report to Colonel
Mclintosh, and we #fayed not on the
urder of our golng, Captaln Landry s
in command of the rection of artilfery.
having arrlved, after a Jjourney from
Richmond on_frot: he happened to he
abisent from Petersburg on leave on that
memorable morning when the lines were
broken,

Our section of artillery moved down
the road towards Cumberland Courthouse
amid a confused mase of infantry
non, wagons and starving rtraggler
Intter had not strength enough to
thelr muskets, Near the wagon bridge
over the Apnomattos. General Lee and
staff formed n group on harsehack, view-
ing ecritically the motley procession of
the remnanis of hirleades of infantry
and battalions of artlllery. As we_ sa-
Iuted the dletingaished leader, on whom
nll our hopes were fixed, we noted in
his mild gray eve a mixed expression
o pride nnd anxietr., 1In the midst of
the dire confusion attending the retreat,
the dearest thaught of the veteran Is
for Lee: the very cause for which we
have fought during these four years
eeems now to have hecome a minor con-
slderation compared with the intensc de-
sire for the sufety and happiness of our
bejoved commander,

Now the puus begin to grow) agein and
rattie of musketry is plainly heard on all
sides as the enemy, In overpowering num-
bers, swoops down on_ the staggerin

ranks of veternns who know not whe
defeat means, Mixed in with the mafn
wagon traln, we moved slowly along
uutll, having reached a colgn of vantage,
we went swiftly into battery to repel
cavalry. Hefore and behingd us were bigh
conflagrations, the bodles of wagous cut
out by the active and persistent pursuers
thrown into piles and set on fire. Bkir-
mishing was the gamce all that day, turn-
ing buck with sharp sallles of resistance
every mile of the road; and thus the
relies of the army hastened along in that
terrible race for life.

No food was to be had, the commigrsar,
department is no more; the more provi-
dent of the men munching parched corn
fo keep bLody and seul together. Too
weak to cawry thelr muskets, thousands
of gaunt men threw away their arns and

floundered through the weeds uuntll na-
ture gave way, The poor horses and
muoles were in worse plight than the
men ns to the food supply, and it did
seem like the refluement of cruelty to
urge the poor heasts on with whip and
kpur.  ‘The long line of men and teams
moved ke 8 huge wounded serpent,
writhing, when the enemy dashed across
the Mne. carrying death and destruction
in his track. Not in the hours of iis
most nssured success, when the laurels
crowned thelr brows at Manassas, Cold
Harbor Wilderness, Fredericksburg and
on a hundred other battle fclds, did the
soldlers of the )ost cause fight more
heroically than on that desperate retreat.
Now ung again, when teams would lay
down in the mud 1o die, we plundered our
own wagons and had a rapid distribution
of rations to all fn-the vielnity. During
this day we made less than six miles, an
added three milles more to the score by
30:30 o’'clock at night, when we rnrked
on the Johns farm. The time untll wid-
night was devoted to cooking provisions
jooted from our disabled wagons. I slept
until dawn under the %un.

Saturday, the- 8th—The sad procession
moved scon after daylight to the mn'slc
of Yankee cavalry viflcs near-Dy. @
day a8 DR e, We felt 'that Whils

rits rose.

sun, our Sp figzhiing chance of

Lee lived we had a
the mountains beyond Lynch-
%eux;té?gwtgere a guerrilla warfare might

Ve waged untll the southern Confederacy
was recoguized. But we reckoned with-
out our host, for those ublquitous cav-
alrymen’ confinued to slash our wagon
drains and capture guns as they had done
slace the morning that the army left
Pelersburg, As the day waned, these
mounted fends became more- flerce In
tueir onslnupghts, until the route of our
army: for miles was- warked by blazing,
pyres of wagons, L .
B.\l' dark our section parked at the buse
of the il) on which s situated the pretiy
villuge of A)lpmualtox Courthouse, ~ NO
camp fAres allowed, as they might draw
the fire of the foe, ko we wmunched raw
provisions untll, from sheer (=sh11usi}an,
sleep uverenme us, It was understood,
however, that we. were to ecut. our wa
through Grant’s arniy on the worrew, and
we feit reasonably certaln thal wove Wis
almost  an _accomplished  fact.  ‘The
Yankees regided us by burning the Ap-
pomattux raliroad depot to-night,
Sunday, April 0th~Soon after duwn that
familiar sound, the rebel yell, refreshed
our souls as ihe remnaut of (jordon's
Division charged the cuewmy, Even the
fumlshed urthiery horses pricked up th!.élr
cars at the sound, lke unto the war
larses deseribed ju the Bible. Suddenly
all nolse of battle ceased, aud a courlel:
notified Caplain Landry that a fln of‘
truce bad been sent 1o the enemy’s picket |
Yiue by oar commander, We felt that
this adt was 1he bepinning of the end,
and in a short time the news of the con:
ference between Lee and Grant, and of
the arrangeuent of terms of mn'r(.-ndc'rf
came to us on the thousand tongues o
rumor, The last act in this most terrible
of trugedles was over, The old lon, full
of reurs of honouruble actlons, barried to
death by ravening wolves, fainr with
hunger and fatlgue, wuas forced to suc-,

cumb, |
The feellng of mortification at the RUr. |
render of all our dearly-cherlshed hopes
wus tempered by o sad sort of joy—ihe
sense of rellef thut the end hail come,
The Yankees cheered Jond and losg, and,
thelr ery of jubflatlon swept over the
graceful Virginia hills as n hundred thop- |
sund thronts gave tidings that the bume‘
fAngs of the Army of Nofthern Virginit
had Leen furled forever, Then the nen |
fn gray and the men In blue sat dowy to- |
gether, shardng thelr ratlons and talking
of home.aud the home-coming. But in
the midst of this peacefu]l scene, again.
our thuughts turned to our idolized com-,
mantier, and we woundered buw be was
rovided for in the terms of surrender.
When we lenrned later of the liberal and
wmgnanlmous conditions  of  tbe officlal:
agreement between Lee and Grant, we.
felt that ju ls death agony the Army of
Northern ¥Virginda  had  compelled the
chivalrons generosity of Hs old opponent, |
the Army of the Potomac, ‘
As General Lee, accompanied by his
falthfn] adjotuut, Coloucl W. M, Taylor,
rode through the ranks of his army to
sny farcwell to the wmen he Joved so
well, the big tears rolled down his cheeks,
The veterans, choking with  emotion
pressed forward to touch bis band and
toke n last fond, liugering Jook at thelr
friend, the great commander. When the
golden orh of day declined delow the hill-
tope, every man {hen felt that the sun of
the Confederacy had set,
EUGENE H, LEVY,




