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vmsee—
Recolleotons of & Loulsiana Command
During the Civil War,

Life .fn tho Tremckes Durimg the
Slege of Petershug.

A Suocession.of Alarms, Oombats, Huf-
forlog and Exposure,

Days Witk the Artillery Statiomed
Near Appomattox—Incidents
of n Momorahle Epoch.

In the present Installment of extracts
from my notebook, written during the
olvil wan ¥ shall endeavor to present the
every-day {ife of & private soldler gerving
{n the trenches during the alege of FPe-
gersburg, Va., in the autumn of 1804;

Oct. 23, 1864=A hall storm swept over
s to-day and the weather became in-
tenscly cold, Now the daily experience
{n the trenches, the army half clad and

alf starved, reminds me of the suffer
ngs of the continental army at Valley

orge during tha darkest days of the first
merican rebehion,

Bunday, R8-/The ntress of ‘weather
gorced us to bulld “kennels’ to-day to
arithstand the winter's cold. These fash-
jonable habitations consisted of holes in
ghe ground about three feet deep, by six
in length, roofed with sheltor tents, and
Enﬂnt daubed chlmueys 'The slecping

unk for the mess occupled two-thirds
of the elegant *apartment,” having n
ppace of about two feet by six in which
2o storo firowood and arrange our “lnres’
and “penates.’ It was a snug place
twhen the fire eracklad meorrily, and aw
Mve sat on the slde of the bunk and con-
tomplated the work of our hands, we
gelt that It was well done. It was the
‘customn for the mewmber of the mess on
guard to mind the fire atter his two hours’
vigil. Thus we kept from freexing, de.
spito- the fact that but one blanket was
avallable for covering purposes.

27th~The morning was usheredin by
the sounds of & terniflo combat from the
direction of our right flank, apparently
about fopr mtles to the southwest, Un-
21l dark we could hear at intervals the
crack of musketry and the dull thud of
iight ertillery. G larris’ Mississlppl Brl-
gade, our support, recelved marching or
ders at 10 o'clock and moved promptly.
Bushrod Johnson's dlvision spread elong
from the left flank, forcod to occupy
three times the space on the line that
it had held yesterday, Ordors were re-
celved to double guards and exercise ex.
traordinary vigllanco In watching.

At dark the Yankeos drove Wise's skin
mishers out of thelr trenches; haii an
hour later Gracle's Brignde swooped down
and recaptured the position. 'Thiy affal
took place Ln front of the '‘crater,” where
our Une had been mined on July 80, A
night of terrible anxlety was this, as
we stood at our posts expecting an at-
tack In force. At 10 o'clock Holcomb's
leglon lost its skirmish lne and had a
determined struggle to reeapture the
pits, Then commenced the heaviest bom-
bardment of tho slege along

THR ENTIRE LINH,
ending at midnight, All that long nlght,
wlile we stood at our guns, the cold rain
cume down pitilessly and +we becama
chilled to the marrow, yet the engernoss
to fght kept up our spirits, and thers
was a feeling of keen disappointment
when day broke and we had to draw the
charges from our guns, Nxhausted by
the long-continued excitement, wo iere
glnd to drop on our backs and court
“tred naturo’s sweet restorer.”

I'rom stragglers and courlers we learned
the detalls of the heavy dighting +west of
Hatcher's run, where, through tho des-
perata bravery of ill's Oorps, the enemy
fwas agaln defeated In hig attempt to
turn our nght. The death roll was Im.
mense for our attenuated force, and we
knd to mourn mauny personnl friends
among our Qevoted support—the gallant
Bllssiesipplans, No matter how many of
Grant's hirolings are kiNed or wounded,
he morely makes a requisltion on mankind
at large for more food for powder and It
(s furnlshed, Yhis fact Is ever before
ug, cuusing the men to feel that with
all of Lec's genlus he cannnt create sol-
d.lmdto mngng xnpn‘:;\ onr + ks,

¥rida th—4, berlght, suun,
m}ch n.y'eontmst to tl‘x‘a '(lay ju};t 3!3

roto lotters and read *Othello” to o
crowd of the boys,

Baturda oveltle at 8 o'clock a, m,
n anticlpation of an attack from the
ront, o affale n:t Burgess' - mill
hyrsday resulted in tho capture of four
battle flags and 700 Frlloner». besides an
lmmons? number of new small arms,

hich the fresh recrults to Xancock's
e ieem e ithouh i, i fnd

IR, L]
ters turnished these gmuryh&! n:&ll&um

‘Sunday~-Went to to 3
ot l:eqrwelttfl Selosiastnpl” An arks

|, An extr

the Petersburg mxprongpilves heoring
accounts of the trluinphan ‘i
old “Dad'’ Pilce through M}
ppecial order of General AMah
detachments were sont to
Ant mbvemont. . AL D oelock thpec

o'cloc ree regle

enty ofh“ od the Yankee ploket line 511

nt of Wilson's farm, eapturing 200 pris.

ers, This affalr provoked heavy skir.
lmh;hlngh along the entire lne untﬁ mid-
nlght, the mortars and light artillery add.
lcx’:l%“fil'wlr grim bass notes to tha war

Noy, 1—Ono of the partlelpants In last
night's assnult on the enemy assured
ps that a_ Yankee deserter had plioted
General Tinnegan Inelde of &-nnt’n
glcket ne; thus the tprlsoners were so-

\u'et} WI%IO“C much trouble or expense
of life, eserters state that much dis.
watisfaction oxlets amon% the Yanks be-
cause the “McOlellan soldiers,”” as they
are ggllolg—thono who dare compare ‘‘lit.
tle Mao” with the blunderor, Grant—
weroe Put in front last week at Burgess'
mills to get slaughtered.

While 1 way talking near the gun with
Dean Leo, of the Norfolkk Blues, he wus
shot through the face with a minde ball
antg 05911 at m’a’lcmﬁ

3 n 8-uch gun, moun

!'etluln in the xear of o‘u.r bnttery,teo% oI?n 1
and's farm, opened on the cnemy’s rall
rond traln at dawn, he Yankees an-
swered promptly with slege guna and

mortn&-l the duel dasting unti noon.
r ullx‘\‘s\lr(:\‘{n“g:: ¥retvnl(llﬁd for two
10 !
or amlubility, e Jo Snes
round of dutles koeps
soned

};?; hiél\" 1 censelens
by alternnte  ho 0 Fronre.
*What & pleca of work ﬁf !:nn{\::"(" thfn‘t”hnﬁ
has been framed to endure so much of
mental and physieal torturs with but
E;:mtlo hepe to save Wim from de-

On account of weather co
ratlon of one gill of whisky n\g‘ut;oﬁirmnl
to the men in the trenchics. e sent
8:! ﬂ:gnrem l&oml:ln:o tlho poor follows
tnych more than. wo dig, Dtcied 1t w0
11 o'clock p, m, we

' -Bntur;l:y,dbgh—-»m A
were roused from swoet slumb
to our posts, MHalf an hoururfutt:r ‘:
signnl rocket rous gracefully from the
right of the llne, and In a fnw minutes
‘the rattle of uaketry announced nn
assrult on the left; the Yankees had
een charged from thelr pits, with the
oss of many prisoners. The deuce was
1o -pay In consequence of this little
dash, and the irate Yanks kept up n
bombardment of our works unt
o'clock nhext morning, e had scarcel
fot beek to our kennels when rapid vol-
oys of muskotry pointed to another
contest for rifle pits on the pleket lne,
fhe struggle was short and sharp, for
through the mismanagemont of Bush-
)8-83 mghnsou wo lost the grouand and

n,

Monday—Rain fell during last night,
‘Guard duty under exlsting %lrcumntm’:;uea
i most onorous. One must peer through
‘the embrasurg or look over the para.
pets towards the plcket itme, with eyes
.and_eurs strained to the utmost tension,
rpady at A moment to give tho alarm,
n case the falthful guards in front
ceano firing, for them tho inforence is

at the pickets have been. surprised.
n‘N%v. 3—31'1115'“ day l.:elnz alec{'fon day
in the north, is pregnunt with big events
for us, Th - plekets, rendered surly
by - bad wea veut thelr spleen by

keeplnf “P
Confederate congresy convened Yyester-
dny, Presldent Davly’ message appeared
s day's mnewspapers. ‘This docu-
went {s written in tho chaste and strong
style that characterlzes the state papers

our noble chlef maglstrate. To us
veterans, the most remarkable feature
of the document relaztes to the orgunlza-
tion of a budy of 40, negroes to
perform the dutles of teamsters and plo-
neers, suggesting thet they shell " Dbe
rewarded with freedom after the war
as & compengation for such services,
'y new departure was discussed about
the campfire, and seems to us to be
the first step towards the graduval eman~
cipatlon of our slaves,

Yednesday, 9th—Rain continuess the
trenches are six {nches deep In mud,
IThe_ result of the presidentinl election
in New York state having been an.
nounced to Grant's arwy, supporters of
AcClellan rent the air with shouts of
vy, 'I'he Yankee plckety in front of
Vilcox's farm commienced cheering
“Littla Mae,” and just for duvlltrg
pieketn gave ‘‘three tlmes three” for
‘old Abe,”” Then the blue Juys fired
a volley from thelr dpltl. and our boys
ave them a “Ulolund for their Ollver,'
‘he alarm communicated to the entlire
skirmish llne, which took up the firiug
from the ralirond to the ppomattox,
the cannon and worvtars joining In, con-
tributing thelr thunder to the shrill
treble of the rifles. The fusilinde lasted
an hour, exch army expecting the other
to munke au ausault, rivate Wing, of
the Huger Battery, was wounded in
the head, the only casuulty In our wi-

nity.

'J.‘hlywudny—-Wenther modersted; the boys
falrly revel in the uﬂrm’f lka tempera-
ture, As we sat by the flre after dark,
enjoying the lovely now moon, an alarm
gounded, and wo rushed to our posts.
Double guards to-night on_the gun rlnr.-
forms, llammet, of the Huger Battery,
way shot dead at his post, next gun to

mine.

Friday—My frlend, Theodore Taylor,
of the “Blues,’” a plous gentleman an
gullant poldier, was killed by sharp-
shooters to-day, and fell near my shel-
ter, dying iu "the urms evoted
brother, The Dblg mortar shells an.
noyed us oll thiy day, dropping within
the works and cnusln{ us Lo tull pros-
trate many a tlme, Ratlons of coffee
sugur and rico hnve been gurprising rebel
stomachs thls week, and the infantry
recelved rations of baker's bread. Are
we, vnwing theso luxutles for fear of
accldents?

Buturduﬂl—Went td town by (Permuslon
of Captain Landry, to attend Tauylor's
funeral, Weather turned bltter cold;
froze lu the canteens.

Iriday, Nov, 18—Another halrbreadth
escape to-day from & wortar shell, syhich
fell near the gun and smothered itself
in the soft earth, ‘I'he wovements of
the enemy Indicate that Grant will give
us another lard shuke ere the rouds
becomg too bad for military movements,
What %ull-do: tennoity the fellow shows]
Heuvy ralvg agaln, the trenches a sen
of muwl. While on guard [ moticed
some of the plckets crosslng the works
on the w to the rille pits without
overcoat or blanket to proteét them fro
the freezing showers, Bill Newhouse
of the battery, was wounded t.o-nlgh‘
while sleeplng in his tout; those Xauu-
keey are positlvely annoyingl

Saturday—Dotalled to chop wood for
eompun( neur the wagon camp, seven
milos distaut. Andre Soirez, of the bat.
tory, got a ball through tho calf of
his Yeg to-dny.

Bunday—"The winfGows of heaven seem
to have opened, So powerful was the
full of rain that a portion of the bomb.
roof covering ammunition chests caved
1, No change In sweuther conditions
for forty-elght hours, so the soldlers
felt uncomfortable and dlscouraged -
til the blessed eun appoared. As the
mesg chest wag ewmpty, I went to town
and invested $10 in a peck of
Flour is now $1,000 per barrel, yet a
healthy megro cannot be gold for as
many cents, Becnuyo of short rutlons
guch an item as extra food I8 of vital
{inportance to the soldier. Besides caus.
ing an uncanny feollng (n tho body
it ls considered bad form to get killed
or wounded on an ewpty stomach,

Wednesday—/The megs subscribed to
the Petersburg Publle Library one dollar
for @ month's dues. The Norfolk Blues
had a room in town, where we stay when
on leays, by invitdtlon of Dodge De-
ford. B8ince Iriday last there has been
1o gharpshooting by the pickets in fromt
of the river saliont durlng the day time,
ag, by tacit agreement, the men were
forced to remanln outside of the plts to
lessen the chance of having thelr feet
frost-bitten, Itatlous of cornmeal and
rusty bacon have been distributed of
late, and those articles are of meager
quantlty. _ . . |

Nov, 261 went to hospital, where Dr,
Andrews, brother of my tr(end, Major
Garnett ndrews, found that I had
curvy, aund recommended transfer to
;Il h ﬁrldge, Ya., whero a portion of the
bottery Is in winter quarters. 1t s fm-
possible to telegrapl to Mobl!o on 8o-
count of the raigs of Bhermun’s eavalry
through Georgln; it requires three weeks
Jetter to rench the army Irom

er,

for

Lh,
b Sunday, 27th—Very heavy mortar shell.
ing tnol¥ place to-dny from lfort Ilce's
vicinity, while Yort Bedgwlck gave us
& dose of shrapmel from hwlego guns
gvery five minutes, Cary {lson and
pencer Reld, of the Blues, were "\‘vounded
by shraprel. I received ndpuc age of
underelothing from dear ol Ne'w Or-
leany friends now sojourning at Nassau,

. .

Mouday—1 reported to Artillery Corps
Hospltal, thenco by order to the Army
Honplta], angd after examingtion was sent
to l!’ the Loulsiang Hospital
1 oceupled old Jos Burke
brother of Qlendy Burkei and Abern, of
le Loulsinna Guard Artillery.

T'hursday, 22—-Reached . High
Brldge stuflon,
reYorted for duty.
mut, which Ig under command of Major

mond dMaurin g!ormerlY captain of my
butter;?. the ight artllery fa In _ sub-
stantia cnrmworksAcoverln the railroad
bridga over th? ppomattox, while a
reglment of militia, under Colonel Falr-
nholt, occupled winter- quarters pnear-
gx. T joined the mess of FPhilo Vialo
uudbmmcst Monnot, the latter destined
to become one o. 0 most prosperout
sugar planters in Loulslang, Life In tl
snug log cabina wans one of comparative
luxury, After the morning and. afier.
noon drlll at the guna, the men of tho
garriaon had nothing better to do than to
cultivate the friendship of patriotic fam.
{lles In the neighborhood. "Never wns a
community mora devoted to the cause of
pecession than the eleganf and refined
Inhnbitants of Princess Anne county,
Durlng the many weeks of our sojourn
not a day passed but that thesg honest
folks manifested their otism by
deeds of friendshlp. o poor folks
made sacrifices to show their sympathy,
and the wealthy never tired of entertalin.
ing us In true Virginla style. Littls cun
we wonder that firm friendships resulted
from such dclightful relations, whlle sev-
ernl of the most susceptible of the vet.
erans dld not withstand the fascinations
of the lovely and accomplighed Virginia
maidens. y messmate, Irnest Mon.
aot, returned soon nrfter the close of the
“imt‘hnnd mltu'led ‘Miss Locket, the belle
of e county.

What monument shall we erect, with
graven {nscription, to mperpetunte the
memory of the mothers, wives, and sweet-
hearts, those grand women of tho Confed.
eracy, who never for a moment, durlng
these four long yeurs of dreadful war,
falled to !nsplre the soldlers with hope
#nd confidence in the ultlmate success
of the lost cause, EHoyw 'the'l! prayed and
tolled for us, nursing the sick and wound.

, and closing the oyes of the dying!
No sacrifice of personal comfort wasg too

reat for these grand creatures to manke
or the promotion of the object of the

ar, ‘The Virginla woinen, not satlsficd
with sending husbands and sons to battle,
never tired of Inventing plans for the
comfort of the army, Socletles for saw-
‘lng. kultunf socks and. gloves, writing
lettery for the llliterate—In fact, every
branch of fndustrial and manufacturing
efiiclency it has been thelr provl
Inaugurate. My fecble pen_falters at
tho task of lp%y ng a deserved tribute to
the women of the Confedaracy, the no-
blest army of patriots and herolnes that
the world ever saw.

Jan, 27--As Colonel Falrenholt’s regl-
meut has recelved marching orders, the
entire guard duty of the post now de-
volves vpon the artillerymen. Some stand
gunrd over the Yankee negro prisoners,
otherns at the High Dridgs, and tho - bale
ance at the fortilications u:gt defend tho
poat. No sooner had we falrly settled
down fo the new work than the miliLin
regiment returned from Burkville junc-

on,

IFeb, 6—As Major Maurln !5 awa
furlough, tho artillery is under chyarg';
Poptlet ol S 10

ar oflicer o o command.
arrived nt 8 o’clock this mo:'l.nl(ug torgr%!
Bitcmy viieh aa AdvAGCiE Sy s
3 ng towar
South Slde Rellroad. Whllrf In the !;ld‘fg
of preparations a M&I}nteh to Mollere an-
nounced that the Yankeces hava been

cC,

& continuons firing.” As the.

our |.

Cauwllle Mollere, the most.

whipped back l& Dinwiddie courthounse,
s0 we_went back reluctantly into quar-
tera. Newn also arrlved of the return eof
our pence commissioners from - Hortress
Monroe, where Lincoln's terms of peace
smounted to a dlrect insunlt, This de-
clslve nction of the federal government
will tend to unite the hearts of our peo-
fla in the resolution te carry on the war
0 A Buccessful lssue, for which we fer.
vently pray. UGBN . LIOVY,




