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The Rebs were suspected of undermining
it and our division was brought up to de-
fend the line in case of attack.

The regiment had been laying in a Fort
ou the Appomatox, where they were sub-
jected to the fire of two batteries. One
they dubbed ¢Chesterfield,” the other
“Gooseneck,” and whenever & shell came
no matter from what direction, “Look out
for Gooseneck, there comes Chesterfield,”
were the cries heard on all sides.

Every morning at three o’clock we went
on the hillside close to the front line and
stcod under arms until daylight.

There were some gophers near which we
cecupied.

Quite a traffic was carried on in rings
made from plugs of Reb shells, some sel-
ling for three dollars.

Nov. 11 A shell lit in the tub where &
soldier was washing his handkerchief,
whereupon one of the bystander swore
he’d bave it made into rings befcre the
Johnnics could shoot another.

One of the 100th P. V. was telling us
about two companics of Indians in their |
corps. They called their Colonel “Little
Chief,” and one of the captains, whom
they did not like “Big Bull.” One of
them captured a sharp-shooter who- was
bothering themr, by covering himself with.
«Ox feathers’’ and creeping up under the
tree. The Johnny did notsec him until
he called on him to surrender.

Dr. Hill bad a darkey named Wiyatt.

1 asked him one.day bow he came to run

away from his master. ¢ wusa wukin
in de cawn feel, an I heerd sumpin jing-
lin, and I looked roun, and four Yankees
“was & curnin at me. Dey tole me for to
mount one ob de mools.” I didn’t ax no
questins but got up, while dey led de nther
three away. I lowed massy lost aboyt siz-
teen hundred dollahs dat day.

Every night or two we had a brisk in-

terchange of shots between tho batteries. .

The mortar shell winking through the air
was a pretty sight.

Nov. 15. We bad a Brigade drill, Our

regiment could only turn out ninety men,

Hancock went away. and Humphreys
took his place about that time.

Was appointed on Court Martial. It
met at Division Ileadquarters in a house
full of bullets and shell holes.  Col. Scott,
61st N. Y. was president.

A BRAVE BoY.

Captain Patterson 148th P. V. told us of
a drafted man in their regiment, who had
been wounded twice and recovered.
Grant ordered a charge to be made by two
hundred men oftheir regiment tosec if Lee
wns weakening his line any.  This drafted
man was in the attecking party. They
advanced at double quick about three A.
M., and captured the TFort, taking some
prisoners who were sent back under guard.
He wasone of the guard, After deliver-
ing the prisoners at Headquarters he start.
ed back, climbed our works, and ap-
proached the Fort, not knowing that his
companions had retired, and it was again
in possession of the Rebs.  Asthemorning
was a iittle cloudy, and clear day bréak hiad
not yet come, he did not see the Reb pick-
ot until within ten fectof him.. Afraid to
retreat least hg would be shot, he quietly
dropped into a pit intending to e~c'1pe un-
der cover ofthe next night. e lay there all
the day in the hot sun, without food or
drink. In theevening before it was quite
dark enongh to start, & videite wus thrown
ouf ten feet from him, between him and
‘our lines. Helay quict all night. In the
morning the vidette was removed. The
second day was like the first. For six
aays and nights he laid there. On the
seventh he thought of surrendering, but
put it off until night ; when to his joy the
vidette was not stationed. He crawled into
our lines, and weak as he wss brought his
gun (& seven shooter) and accoutrements
with him. Milas recommended him for a
furlough and gold medal.

Lt. Sweency told us of a Reb Colonel he
had under guard, who appeared worried,
and at last beckoning him told him
he had- agold watech he would like to
put in his care. Alex said, “Ycu need
have no féar, our men do not rob prisoners
as yours do. They are honest.”” The

~ Colonel was quite taken aback.

Nov. 18. Our camp was moved back
on the ridge, whénce Gen. Hartranft after-

wards made his famous charge. Lt. Bell
and I dug a hole in the bank, built achim-
ney and put.up our tents.

For. three days it rained. The men

gware all drowned-out, and stood around
the camp fires hallowing at every - person
on horseback who passed.

Tbhe Artillery regiment next door were
about to loge a ‘Surgeon by promotion,
and there was considerable ¢vitality’ cir-.
culating in consequence: After72 hours
of rain, and every man wet to the skin,|4
" what could they do better than laugh at'

" each other and maLe fan of everytmng
that passed.

Every Orderly that went to or from the
Artillery was greeted with ¢There ‘goes
more commissary.” ¢“Have you - three
seals? “Put him in a canteen,” “Lie
down,” and similar expressions. -

A squad of Rebs and' Contrabands pas-

sed who had deserted the night before.

They said a Reb Captain was busy, ferry- |
ing the discontented across the river, sl-
though he charged a hundred dollars in
in gold or greenbacka.

‘The -5th N. H., composed mostly of

Canadians had s number of desertors to
the Rebs. So many of them went over
that 2 Reb called back, ¢“send over the
colors and Colonel of the 5th New Hamp-
shire, we’ve got all the men.”’

One soldier received a thirty day fur-
lough for shooting one of them attempting
to desert. It created a good deal of talk
in the Brigade, and many wanted to go
on picket near them, as they were in neoed
of furlouglhis,

They were called nothmg but the Tifth
Canada. Before being filled with recruits
it was one of the best regiments in the sor-
vice.

One day standing in our tent door.we
saw ,a shell explode on the plain. No
gun had been fired and we went over to
get un explanation. Two men had put it
on fire, and it burst striking one in the
knee.

Ream’s Station. The Corps was drawn
up in the form of a horse shoe. The 140th
was deployed between the heels to ro-
pel a Cavalry charge, but no charge com-
ing they eseaped. Tho rest of the Corps
suffered severely. Some batteries were
lost because all the horses were killed.

One battery had sixty horses killed in-
side of five minutes.

Colonel Beaver, 140th P. V., camo back
‘ from a leave, went into the fight, and lost
| his leg'so quickly, that he went back in
the same ambulance in which he came
up. i

The mortars used along our lines were
small brass ones that & man could lift.
They are named Cohorn mortars, or, by
the soldiers ¢cow horns.” The largest
mortar was mounted on & car on the
railroad, and called the “Petersburg Ex-
press,’’

Behind our camp was a large tree which
had a platform in the topmost branches,
It was a signul station. Bell an I wentup.
From it we had an excellent view of the
city. It was only two miles away, but
that was a long distanco while’ tho Rebs
were there, ° .

On the top of Division Headquarters was
another signal station, in which Moore of
Company D. was on duty.

- The Reb lines were quite close, and ev-
erything could be seen to advantage. The
chief feature was an eight inch columbiad
pointing towards us. 'The black hole in
the muzzle looked as dark ns futurity, '

Cheerfulness on the part of s few, did
wuch toward making men forget their
hardships. One man could influence a
whole regiment. On our way to Mine
Run, after the artillery had begun in
front, u fellow on rear guard began sing-
ing,

We're geing d&vn to Richmond, fair Richmond,
fair Richmond,

We'ra going to take Richmond, take Richmond
on the Jeems,

The army of the Potomac had so often

almost ridiculous to think of it. Officers
and privates got interested in hissong, and:
every man within sound of his voica lis-
tened so intently, that the danger in front
was forgotten.

Being cheerful somehmca preserved life.
Chaplain. Vogal said hie went into a hos-
pital at Fair Oaks, and found one of his
men ghot through the lungs,” who was de-
spondert. ¢“Cheer up my boy, cheer up,
or-you'll never get home.” Iome was
the magic word.
few minutes liter, and the soldier was ac-
tually whistling. And he said he beliv-
bed his suggesting home was the only thing
that saved him.

Curiosity, it is said, will attract a deer
to death. Itis no less powerful with man.
Wa have known men to do things, and go
to pjaces, who if ordered to do tho samo
would bave thought it very hard. We
saw a Surgeon take the place of a private
and dig down rebel works in front of Pe-
tersburg, to find out how hard the duties
of & common soldier were. He was abun-
dantly satisfied with one trial, and never
came out again. Would it not have been
well if some of the Generals had taken

this plan to find out what picket duty was?
As a consequence some of the useless

though tiresome ceremonies might have
beon dispensed with. N

‘We knew of one boy belonging to Co. T,
who had so little fear in his composition
and so much curiosity, that at Gettysburg
when the whole line was lying down to
protect themselves from that furious can-
nonading, he had his head up to see what
was going on. .
mand him to lie down, or shell bursting
rather-close would compel him to dodge,
but after it was over up his bead would go
again to watch-the progress of the battle,
and for every shell of ours which damaged
the rebelahe would give a cheer. There
was one of the 100 P. V. of the same dis-
position. The rebels could not fire-a gun
at Petersburg, but what he would kop on
top of the works to see what it was about
And the minute he got thers a dozen pick-
ots would shoot at him- "Men like those
had a vast influence in a regiment They
did a great deal towards makmg .men bet-

ter soldiers.

There are probably hundreds of thous—
ands who desired-to be in. one battle—
just one. That was enough they never’
wanted in any more. We do not believe

a battle. 'Woknow there were many Gen-
eralswho delighted to stay back in com.’
paratively safe places and let them get
slaughtered that théy’ mxght got promot,ed
But to taks a musket and” go’ right in-
with the line of battle, with as many chan~
ces of being shot as shooting, oné dose al-
lays_ a person’s curiosity.

‘We did know two boys of the 8th P. R,
C. who besides ‘their own infantry battles

‘cal turn.

The regiment had been in n fight at

started to take Richmond, that it seemed’

He passed that tent a-

His officers might com-.

that man has been born who'’delighted in"

went ‘once to see our cavalry whip the
Rebs. It turned out however, that ths
Rebs whipped ours,and one of them oaly
escaped by seizing a horse which was ca-
reering over the ficld and getting aboard
of him, while the other bad to go home
via. Libby.

Curiosity somotimes f.ouk & geographi-
There were men _who could not
keep in ranks, but they had to be wander-
ing all over the country. inspecting farms,
roads, houses, streams and crops. When-
ever an opportunity presented itself they
went on & tour, and besides the pleasure of
discovering the nature of the country,
they took delight in posting themselves in
Zoology and Ornitholog zy. The number of
specimens  which found their way into
camp in congequence of tho research of
these en were wonderful. In fact spec-
imens at first rare became very common,
and under a pursuit of knowledge again
became rare. 'We knew one boy who, for
the want of other rarity would bring ina
pig rather than come empty handed, and
took great pleasuroin determining by it the
certainty of the cysticercus ccl wlosee Tae-
nia mediscancllate,

* Wo have already spoken of she Quarter-
mastér who wanted to shoot the Johnny
at Mine Run snd got hit himself. We
might speak of another man who was very
anxious to shoota reb, and in the Wilder-
ness saw tho long wished for opportunity
appronching. e had sccured a good po-
sition behind a tree and was just drawing
# bead when Barlow ordered the line to
fall buck. An angrier man wo have never
seen. He just jumped and cursed, and
swore Barlow wasa coward,and he’d be
d—d if he wouldn’t stay and fight them
himself. One or two others partook of his
feclings and stopped, but all were ordered
back again, and came through reluctant-
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