Letter from n Som of Frederick Douglass,
ACCOUNT OF THE FIGHTING NEAR PETERSBURG
BY THE COLORED BOYS.

Caur Haqgrroy, Crty PorsT, Va.,
18th Army Corps, 3d Division, Gen. Hincks,
June 16, 1664.
DEAR FATHER: Yesterday was a great day
forme. About 10 o'olock on Tunesday evening I was
:;nkenodh the Majar of my battalion (as I was then
comman;

Regiment, the 3th Masgachusetts, wers soon into line,
that being all we had left in camp, the rest of our regi-
ment being on picket duty. hrave Colonel took
ocmmand of the battallon and we started out of camp.

‘We kad gone but & ghort distasce before we came
upon the ambulance train; then I kmew that some of us
‘wers not back again. Everything looked like a
fight. We had a battery of colored miuerk:ho. We
arohed on nnti) we struck the Petersbure Road: thea



rd

ceded otilup the road until daylight, when wo
alted, being about five .uiles from Petersourg. Boon
Gen. Batler's army began to come across the Appomal-
ox ard procecd forward tdward Petorslure. Theu I
bogan to stucli a very large-aized mice, and that was, that
wo were {0 wake an attack on Petersburs.  Abent
20,600 of the white troops crossed anit moved o7 to the
[eft of tho celcred troops. Cen. Tutler and statf sogn
eppeared and ordered the colored troons Zarward, of
whioh there were the 224 Pennsylvania, It Distriet of
Columbia, 4th Marylandy Gt United States, Sth Oblo,
and the 5th Mussachusetts Cavalry (dismoancted), and
Battery B of the 1st Virginia Artillery.

Womoved forward down the hill fatos wheat-field;
formed two lies of battle, Sending out skirmishers,
‘we scen met the enemy’s ndvence picket, and dgove
them back through two piesez of-wooda, Uur regimeat
was in the sccond lizo of battle. A« we came xﬂmngh
the second plecs of wools, the cocay opezed on ud
with solid sbot and slell.  Wo Lopt o, boweser, ustl
wo reached the next picce of woods. Thea we wepo
only about a quarier of & wile irum the eacmy, they
Delug druwn up in lac of battlz behind their breasi-
works. All this timg werd undera withering fire from
the Rebel boticzles, The undesbrish was so thick in
the woors that Wo couid rot ferm a lize of battles bnt
Wwo got into line as svon ag we cotld, ard walted toses
What tko fisst line of batile would accoraplish. “We had
Dot loag to walt befiro tha firet lino of battle &It back
upon us uader a gelling fire, which killed several of our
w:en i0 tho eecond line.,

Jmmedlitely aficr the first line fell back, we were
onlered by our Coioncl to fix hayonets and charge,
which we'did in good ciyle, driving ile cnewy from
Lehind therwr frst liny of breastworks, and capiurine
one pleea of artiery from the Jolnnies. There we had.
only twoeaty en trem my compan in ghe fight, and
we wero right tn frout of tho live, a litto to thy Jeft of
the center. Cok Rosecl] was Just In froat of e, aboat
# coup!s of yarda; ko dricd vat, * Come ou, bruve boys
of the Sth 17 and socn by was struck in the shouider by
arifle tall, merely takinz off the xhomider strrps. In
an in. tzut our men begaa tu fall a d us pretty fast,
but we drove the onemy off 1ke ficld, Into the wouds,
on toward DLotersbucy. Afur we had etarted toe

lelels, the white troops wore ordered forward to Loep
em goivg. This wns within about three miles of the

Col. Russell then ordered Licut, Mallery, myaolf, and
50 mep, toteke the prece of nmucrﬂ that we had cap-
tared, acd priceed on to cnwp, nwhote 1 now cmad
present, thongh our reginccet is ad the frond yet. Ihept
uiwo to the Coivnel during the whelo of tho cnguge-
ment, and whken bo wes wonnded. I went to gather hum
sowie cwrrants.  Althoupgh wouuded, he ceuld not be
persuaded toleave the ficid wntil the Sorzeon insisted
upenit.  dMajor Adaws wes struck.a the sidebya
pleceof stell,” and it is sald that it way piove futal,
Capt. Clark, the offiver I hnd to report my ccizgany to,
was hit on the knce-pan, and seered cousideradie pain.

Whils I em wilting. wo have got orders to redurn to
1hedrmnt. to escort the budlies of uilicers tiat [l yes-
terdry.

Betore you receive this, yon will no doubt tear of tho
fall of Prtersburg. for our forees nre at the last hizo of
intreachments, o quartor of s inile irom the city,  The
colored troops st night captored Fort Clitton, and sev-
cral hundred prisoners.

Gen. Girant {3 herc; ko pnssed our camp this morn.
Ing with his_stail and body-guard, og lis way to tho
front, I eaw kim from my tent.

- Iwillgmve fzn farther particalirs of the hattle in my
pext letter, Iamyet unhurt, hot am much worn ont;
wy shovlders are raw, from the siraps of my eartridges
box, a« I had forty rounds 1a 125 bux, two days ratisns,
conteen. biankets. aml wnsket. 1 ean scw red flngs
flsing from every old church, Larn, or lowse oa tle
Poist, and cor wounded are coming In rapidly. Col,
Kuzsell and Aajor Adamaaie in the hospital “Sergte.
Couvk, Wornley, and myacif oro ali right. 1 will write
again soon: I am writing now in a hurry, Jost to let you
Lnotw that I cm unkurt 8 yot, although severel of cur
cowpazy fell stound me. Your affe ctlonate son,

©, 1L Dotarass,
First Sergt., Co. 1, 5th Masg, Insmuinted Cav.




