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I resume the extracts from my dlary,
written durlng the clvil war, in the
trenches before Petersburg, Va.:

July 22, 1804,—Last night the skirmish.
iag on our left was incessant, The rat-
tle of musketry soldom has the effect
of disturbing the reposq of those of us
wlio are not immediately interested; it
ls only when the dend and wounded are
carried over the fleld workd in the vieln.
ity of our. guns that sympathy is fully
aroured, and the boys lend 2 helpin,
hand, On - these occasions our crude
knowledge of Burgory, gnlned by obsorva-
tion aml exporionco on 80 many battle
flelds, renders us helpful to our com-
rades, The prompt use of the tournl-
quet has saved many & preclous life, and
few norses have more skill or delicacy
in the use of the bandage than the old
campalgners,

One of the horrors of war inflicted on
ug by the Yankee government is the pro-
hibitloa of tho importation of drugs and
modlcines from the north, even for the
use of thelr own slck and wounded pris-
oners at Richmond, Belle Isie and polats
further south, 1s this clvilized warfare,
or have civillzation and warfare any
aflinity? .

There appears to be unwonted actly--
ity among the enemy In owr front in the
mattor of masslug troops towards his
right flank, whoreas heretofore his pol-
icy has been to extend his left beyond
Hatcher’s Run, His fleld works are be-
Ing strengthened and pushed foriard
gradually, On.our side fatlgue duty at
night has become tho rule, our attention
being devoted maluly to adding entangle-
ments to the abbatis in front of the
works, Can it be that Grant oxpoots
his legions to. attempt the direct assault
again?

e feel quite encouraged to-day by the
news from Atlanta of Hood's success in
some minor engagoments, yet we fear
his inexperience, As & brigade com.
mander bo was in his sphere, - No lncl-
dent of tho war could have been wmore
superb than the charge of Hood's Toxas
Brigude on Pope's left &t second Manas-
sas, Just as our four batterles opened
on the masses of Yunkoe infantry, \Yhat
the Texans left of those red-legged Zou-
aves must bo running yet. Ou that
wmomorable day I suw *'Stoncwall” Jack-
son for the last time., As he rode up to
groot Longstreet, who hud just forced
his way through ‘l'horoughfare gap In
the nick of tlme, a pecullarly sweet
smilo played over thut grave visage that
1 can nover forgot,

Bunday, July 24,.—Hutertalned at din.
ner sowp cowrndes of the Lwulfth Vir-
glala and ‘Pwenty-second Guoorgla, our
nearest supportlng reglments, — Bought
lightbread irom town which
muade to order by n skilltul darky., It
is something of d luxury to exist now-
aduys, with flour worth $2.25 per pound
and bhckuyo peas $8 a4 quurt, Our guess
wers awmused at night by the siuging
of French songs around the camp Ure
by the glee club of the company, In
tuet, crowdg of soldlurs gather near us
on these occuslony to listen to these guny
sonﬁs In a forelgu tongue, In buatile,

nothing can bo 1more {nspiritl
when ‘Morcl Dritin o thal

the crack gunnor of the
buttery, with rich buss volco, starts up
the “Marseillalge,”” At the invocation
“Allons enfants de la patris,’ the brood
geems to course through the velns with
fover heat, and the nervous foullug with
which one Invariably goes into the fray
flven way under tho Influcuce of the
ngplred words of Roget de Lisle, The
gayety of the Creole is thus displaye
1y contrast with the serlous demeanor o
the Virglnla artillerymen, whose best
tuouﬂxt? are then flxed on God and the
eternal life beyond the grave; 'tis but the
difference in temperament,

T'roops are belug drawa from this line
to bo sent to the north slde of the Ap-
lgouu\ttox, and it appears llke our In-

antry support is reduced to one poor,
starved reb to every 10 feet of earthwork,
Having the Interior line, we can .re-en-
force any threatened point through the
éovered ways at short notloe; and, again,
we have suprome confidence in the abil:
ity of “Muarse Bob" to do theé right tﬁlng
at the right time. It does seem, how-
ever, that, with all his ienlus and pre-.
sclence, ho cannot prevall much longer
against the enormous mnass of men and
ﬁ\ms opposed to us, New batterles of

euvy siege guns are being uncovered by

Sonreos " 3a wmomey Wi buy Tecruits un
h w

wall as cannon. v v recrults as

Monday,—I _arose perfect! chllle
through by the enst wind tllivut- uccomq
gnnle the henv[\‘r rain storm of last night,

t was Impossible to light a fire In the
trenches, ns everythipg had been wet;
80 wo- shivered untll the glorious sun
shone out, Letters from the home folks,
refugees from New Orleans and sojourn-
Ing at Moblle, warmed the cockles of
our hearts. I weat to town on a pass,
Played chess and enjoyed a night's res
n a bed, undlsturbed by the rattle of
musketry or the crash of mortar shells,

Tuesday.—\Yrote letters to the famlly,
After dinner, started for the front, stop-
ping on the way to visit my friends of
the Twenty-second Georgla,” Enjoyed a
Jolly fnme of whist untll the bugle sound.
ed “llghts out”; then groped my way to
the old gun so dear to my heart, :

‘Wednesday—The enemy opened an en-
flading battery on our position and . con-
tinued to annoy us throughout the day,
A '82-pounder fhell passed throtigh the
parapet and fell within slx feet of my
ghelter, B‘ortulmtelg the fuse proved de-
fective, or the Intruder would have blown
some of us to “kingdom come.” It does
secm a8 If n spoclal providence watches
over ug reprobates, while the God-fearing
fellows !n our viclnlty who appear to

rng fervently to get to henven grequent.
ﬁ ave their prayers answered literally,

owover, damage enough was infllcte
on officers’ tents and thelr conterits,

oor, sickly-looking boi of Hlnnegan's

rigade has the top of his head taken
gﬂ.’ as cleanly as If cut with a lknife as

e came from the well, and while a son
qulvered on his lips, Others near by los
an arm or leg, and the gun detichment
koept busy asslsting the surgeons,
As night approached the fire of the big
guns slackened, and the muskets of the
ow)oslng pickets kept up the merry rackel
al] night.

Large dotalls Tor fatigue duty were put
to work ropulr nf ho breaches in_the
works made by the bombardment, This
sudden activity of the Yanks indlcates to
us that a big 'movement ls on foot; ,we

mag portend an assa‘nt.
e Third Corp? except
{ Anderson's Diviglon, has boen withdrawn
from th Hoath's Divislon left
and its (Plucn 18 now ocenpled
igade in single ile, Is
‘evening Cnatnn Londry turned in his
gection of Richmond. Parrott guns, and
received in thelr stead two fine Napole-
ons, which were Immediately placed In
osition. Belng so close to the enemy
nosw about 800 feet distant as well as
we can judge), the risk of a quick rush
{s more inmfnent from a vigllant foo,
and these smooth-bore guna can spit can.
o o b:ﬂt%.e‘m“l“ ﬂ?l tasttnu we
can feel n the even .
{ted intrusion on the part o?fﬂ
Yankees, Raln l&ﬂn to-night, much to
our disgust and discomfort. .
yiotor, b{ Marly's small army °"£
the !egern s under Crook {nspires us with -
fresh hope as to the speedy -ttgvm ng-

tion of the campaign. o-daz e _cng-

1y had. th tinence to relleye his|
:ﬂk ea e impertine ) BI“Y‘

‘we stralned our oygu t%l:;rougl\ the

.ng the order to fire, our
g Go y

ts .at moon, ingtead of dt &i all,

Twelfth ‘
for a visit, - Bome bro
them, while we contributed soup and
bread to the Lucullen femst, Btrange
fact that themo infantrymen, seasonad
veterans as they are, dodged overy time
a cannon ball or ehell whiszed over
thelr heads as they sat at dinner, dee
tlomx;s 4o the trenches, While on guar
a erter was hf_ent in by o okets, |
and § escorted him to General Mahone's
tent, Haq told of preparations for an
amulf on the wmorrow, and the most
caroful preparations wers made ltyy us
to forestall the movement, Half the
gunuers stood guard at o tlme, the others
slept at thelr posts on the gun plat-
forms, as ‘well ag the prevnil-lng exclte-.
ment would &ormit. fhere has Dbeen
mo trnce on the picket line this week
ermit of the usual exchange of cour-
ons~—-nothing "but vicious
firing &t might and unrelaxed. vigllance
durlng the day. ith the raln wal
sccumulated in the xifle pits and meager
rationg to comfort the stomach, the f”’ -
otism of the u’nﬁr Is sorely tried. A
Yankee . pioket called over to pne of
our men; "Sn-i Johuny, why don't you
gend Genersl Hinnegan over?' —““What
for?’ ‘was_ the repl%.. ‘“I'o take com-
mrud of hir brigade, of course; it's
all over here,” wius the rejolnder,

Saturday, July 80—Revellle was sounded
at 2 o'c We crowded to the
front, . peering through the elnbrasures
acposs the short space between the lines
ng the continuous rattle of muaketry told
of the vigllauce of our brave guards in
tho rifie pits. Swiftly the Dbig guns
werg loaded with canlster, and \'tfmg
in the divection o eunenyy. 'roI
the doepth -of the trenches comracdes
handed coffee to the ‘gun detachment on
post, the only refreshment required by
those w’iww hearts und muscles ‘were
go tense in expectatlon of the death
struggle. 'I'he nlnutes scemed hours as
we waited and watched until the silver
streaks of dawn betokened ihe approach
of day, 'L'hen rose the sun majestdcally
through the fog and the god of day
neyer before appeared #o bright to our
oxcited imaglnations, We had become
cnreloss, being convinced that Grant bad
Pruc:cntiy declded -nmot to str up the
hornet's nest, when suddenly to our left
thore mountéd to the sky an lmmense
gheff of black smoke, rent by flaghes
of blood-red flame n_ Hghtning strokes,
The ground {ealed: d throbbed
beneath our fest the yoleano
purst from tho TDhowels of the
carth, hurling upward men, ecannon,
l°“'ﬂ and vast boulders, obscuring the
light of day. The fends had sprung
thelr mine,  Like a funeral pall hung
the Inky cloud over the scene of devas-
tation, for mearcely e zephyr gtirred the
buliny summer alr on that fateful d?.

Stuenngd with fear, ye could but rivet
our gazo on the hornd sceue, untl] the
woar of a hundred canmon alang Burn-
side’s front swakened us to the realiza-
Then orashed
the in-

tion of our predicament,
the long lincs of musketry end
fornal chorug of the slaughter began
as soon &s our men realized what had
bappened, Fort Bedgwick'a heavy siege,
uns opened on us at a distance of
600 teeg,, and had our range immediately.
While we remajned at our posta awalt-
unner ex-
od God, hoys,
,_ to our amazoment,
the gallant Peglmm of Bouth Curolina had
fioated the battlp flag of the Confederacy
at dawn, wé now beheld the stara and
stnpes finunted 12 our faces, ‘The wild
cheers of the assaulting column ran
in our ears ug they entered the breac
in our works made Dby thc.} explosion of
the wing; e saw th& glitter of thelr
bnlyonets gllded by t morning sul,
withdrawing the guns from the embra-
gures, we prepared to fire on -the foe,
whom we expected to sweep down by
a flank movemnnt,
At that moment & shell burst in the
embrnsuredot my gun, scattering death

clulmed: '
flag!” and

tered from
tled lining of the embrasure; so the bal-
ace of the proceedings wero noted as
1 sat in the trench, while the boys
bathed my wounds and performed all
the kind ofices that clrcumstances per-
mitted. Our Infantry iﬂlpport, complete-
ly Ynnic-ntricken for the moment, ¢
ered behind the ramparts,
Presently the gharp words of command
wera heard as little “Billy" Mahone
front of the crack division of the Third
Corps, wns seen advanciug at m double
quick through the covered way, heading
towards the Yankce flag, In a few mln-
utes the rebel yell cgme Mke music to
the ear as our Doys charged the (fny
captured thir Intusive standard and
rushed the Yanks back into the chasm
thelr mine had made, Never was thore
a more oruporb {llustration of “the engyl-
neer hofst by his own' petard,”
Itccovered from thelr panie, the veter-
ans of the Army of Northern Virginia
gseomed merved to deeds of superiuman
valor., The slght of th nefro troops
exelted them terribly, ; hell did ectu-
ally Dbreak loosg- when our blood-crazed
goldlers forced the assaulting columa in-
to the beli-hole the d created,
Presently the Confederaie mortar bat-
to work from the interior
fenses, in co-operation
‘t}x n fow fOnnking batterles of light
artillery, pourlng shells. into th&chasm,
now ciowded with retreating Yankacs,
Then followed perhaps the most hor-
rible slaughter of the slege, for of those
who eseaped from the mine hole hundredg
were dellberately shot as the{ tried to
run back across tle space Dbetween the
lines, DBut whila our loss was small
compared with that of the enemy's, ou
moblg martyrs cannot b
the force becomes weaker with ea
ceeding day, By aightfall our lines were
reatored, and the opgoulnl ckets were
bln.ain% away viclously, as if in specis]
remembrance of the tarrific eplsode of
this morning. BEUGBNE H, LRVY,




