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I coutlnue the extracts from my dlary,
written in the trenches before Peters-
burg, Va.:

July 0, 1864.—Within twenty yards of
my gun stands a solitary locust tree, the
sole remalnlng revresentative of tho
noble grove that once graced tho lawn
of the ftives wmausion, Charred by the
buruing of the house (an act of vandal-
ism by the federal cavalry) and torn by
shot and sbell, It stands. as a terriblo
memento of “grim-visuged war,” Amldst
‘0 tuft of follage thut clings to the top-
most bough there daily sits a mocking-
bird, which, with the rislug of the sun,
carols forth Its superd madrigals unti}
the first cannon fires, when it seoks a
uwore congenlal sccne, What u subject™or
contemplation does this gleam of heaven
afford in the widst of a hell that the
fierce passions of men hus wrought, How
vividly does thls winged messcoger of
peace remind us of our once bhappy
homes in the Loulsiana Jowlands]

Ah! duty calls, there 18 no time now
for romance! The gun detaclunent worked
all day at tho earthworks that our over-
provident battalion commander, Major
“Buck" Miller, thought proper to re-
wmodel. Tho weather Ig very hot. TChrough.
out the afternoon we threw shells nt the
enemy’'s working parties whenever they
uppeared In our fromt. Wo repaired the
embrasures with bags of saud, and ro-
celved frequent remindory from the
| sharpshoeters of the dangerous uature
‘ot our work. It Is not pleasant to know
that at every turn a dozen expert rifle-
men aro looking for an opportunlty to
plug a fellow In a vital part; the practice
I8 decidedly unbealthy. Much slekness
prevalls because of the extremely hot
days, followed by cool nlghts, alded by
Insutflelent ratlona of bad food. How-
ever, the boys bucklo thelr belts tighter,
and lve princlpally on the expectation
of whipping Grant's leglons whenever
"“Marso Bob" gives the word, llow con-
soling 18 the fnet that hope was left In
Pandora’s box)

Ng party " of Missis-

1 Q 'ank
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1s mornlng,
long rol] sounded, office ne

rs shouted com-
mands, and {n a minuto every man was
at bls post,

eager for actlon, A few min-
utes later the affalr of thg pleket llnvs
was over, and we returned to our lalrs,
cursing everybody, from tho commissary
up to the commandlng general.

Awo men of each gun detnchment are
allowed to go to town each day, thug
relleving the horrible monotony aud
mental utraln of ife ta the tronches, My
turn camo to-day, and the first
1 ‘mot at Jarrat’s llotel was the
of lll.omen, Genernl Dra 8 ‘''Nothl

Itk " un«f

n

e 3 as this guE
lant soldler has never won a vletor , ho
is despised among the rank and filo of

this army In proportion to his mistor.
tunes

68,
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roofs and walls, causing man
people, iu imitation of the go)
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retire during the p
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Dinner conslsted of a
(no_questions nllowed as

im&redluntu% and pone of corn bread
cost, $5; but 25 cents silver Is accepted
ns the equivalent of the Confedernta
currency; 6o much for patriotlsm, ‘‘the
last resort of fools!”

The extva Rlchmond Whig contaln
news of tho elnking of our celebmtea
crulser Alabama by the United States
warshlp Kearsarge, off the coast of
Fanrce, Semmos showed too sentimental
a spirlt In nccegtlug a challenges from
4 war vessol, when hls business was to

the commerce of the enemy;
g the opinion here,

On returning to the front I found that
the gung had been ecugnged during the
day, ‘and that the enemy had put hree
shofs through the embrasure o gon No,
8 without hurting anyone.

Monday—The sweet mockin -bird came
nek to tho troo in our rear for an hour,

1l quiet in front. chuss with an |
officer from Flnnegan's Florkla brigade.

The country around Potershurg n-
lsts of n guccession of ently'rol‘i?ng
chalns of hiils, intorsocteﬁ by ravines
Qlled with a sorubby growth of troes. On
our extreme laft ‘hn ankoees are within
0 hundred ang th rty {nrds of our maln
works, conmequantly” thelr guns enfilade

our llog, eaualng many casyae

portions of
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laborers are employed In constructing de-
tached crewent-sthed redans readx for
light artillery, which are designe in
cuse the front llne of +works s ould be
forced, to cover retreat and delay the ad-
vance of the eueq'xiy. A short dlstance to
the left of our posftion, and In advance of
the maln llne of field works, s an {m.
Inense geven-gun lunctte, shaped like a
fish hook, which s *No. 20" 'in officla]
Enrlnuce, but its garripon has dubbed it
¥y a less euplionlous title, Oproslte this
sallent, at a distance of about 400 feet, in
a federal fort, mounting several thirty-
two-pound rifled guus, that has gained a
resounding soubriquet, When one opens
on worklng partles, or sweeps the
front preparatory to n dash of our plckats,
he other always has n nnge'r fn the
e; then weo little fellows, wit llght fleld
leces, are slgnaled to fire on the guns
agonally opposite, and dirt files from the
h' ald &an occaslonal

rasure and in-

rnmpats on  both gldes;

ucky shot enters an emb
n, whon a willd
the welkin ring

Jures or dismounts a gu
shout of trlumph malkes
above the roar of blg and little guns,

J*ul{ 12-Having oceaslon_ to write to
relatives in Phlladelphla, I went down
between the rifie pits, awapped n plece
of tobacco for a postage stamp and somo |
bard tack, and met a polite New Hamp-
shire officer of Burnslde's Corps, who

romised to mall my letter. Our short
alks while on the neutral wone are gen-
ernlly anent the hopes of the soldier.
Yanks are aa tired of fighting as we eTe,
but seem confilent of wearing us out,
Hoth armles are homesick, ht show-
ers of rain fell during the night,

Wednesday, 18th—I was on leave of nb.
sence for twelve hours, Visited our cals.
son camp at Banks' farm, washed and
mended my ragged clothing: then went
to town for an adventure. While seated
on the front step of an elegant old man-
sion the hostesy Invited me In to brenk-
fast. It Is & part of the religion of a sol.
dier never to refuse a good offer, Xere
I made the acqualntance of the charming
and tnwlnntlng Mrs., White, a patriotic
lady of the old regime, 1 called on Dr,
8 Therd to have mr teeth examined, but,
ng that it would cost §100 to have &
masticator filled, declded that the Yankees
mlg‘nt save me the expense and incon-
venience,

At dark the enemy opemed with twen-
ty-four-pound mortars on the Rives ma-
ifent; tge shells kept us busy dodging,
Bome fifty shells caine to our share, but
little harm was done, except to some of
t{la nhe}tw in the dlfch and on the inner
slope o @ ramparts,

Jll)lly 14—8ome b%ya of the Twelfth Vir.
ginla_dropped in to breakfast and shared
our short commons, Northern newspapers
obtalned at the plcket lMine announce Bar.
ly's trlum;t)hnnt advance towards Baltl.
more, and the incldental panle of the eitl.
ens of Maryland and Pennsylvania, Gen«
erals Lee and Malone scrambled up the
earthwork fn front of my gun to-dry and
econnoltered the enemy’n position through
fleld glasues. Judging from the expres.
slons of thelr faces they are mot pleased
at the way tbat Grant 18 moving towards
us by the slow but sure process of par.
allel approaches. Thay geered eumostl{
towards the encmy's right flank as if cal.
culating what an assault there might ac-
complish, After the generals had gone,
every man announced his plan for eclr.
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his ‘var ha sdevelope
;m; {:v the months of January and ¥eb.
ruary, amounting to $24.

July 16—Henvy artiliory firing on thg
river about Chesterfield nl&hts. but_al
serene in our front, The Yanks refuse
to_exchange newnxﬁtneﬂ to-day, ‘and the
inferonce lis that Barly has “"done them
dirt” agaln, A duel occurred botween
the mortar batteries to-night, with fine
scenic effect, but llttlg (élse.

July 10—A distinguishe froup gathered
mear my slhnﬁy tllx‘ls ﬁnoinnlag. g:nll:tln

enerals Lee, R. H, . s
loilill?ﬂ‘leldn. Mahone and Heath; they held
a lengthy conference. = _ the homa

Juiy 11~—1 heara to<day irom

s tor 1 Price, o!’the ‘Washlngton

'ho enemy continues to erect

folks throu
then old ones by

Artlllery.
new works and stren
Yankee soldiar
4 drun’cle‘gt line and, al-

day and night,

came down to the
dered back by our officer, per~
ﬁﬂﬂe h’gr making & specch on the war

tlon, much to the amusement of the
ggggtnsgh, who crowded the ramparts on
both sides.

There was to have been an
asmait ‘iadie by THelds. Diviglon . Firet
Corps, early this morning, but the design
was frustrated by the desertion of gome
of our plckets, Our lnthnn‘g has evident.
ly been' much demoralized by belng kept
behind earthworks and fed on nigger Y
80 that the m ntllon o‘!’ llzlr(x’doﬂens ¥Ye mova

roiished,
uJafyt fmxzn%my's mortar shells to.
day ara voo much In eviwsnce, One feall
ten feet from my shelter, and all in the
vicinlty prosteated themsgelves In honor
of the visltor. The effect of such an in.
cident 1s to remder the artillerymen mer.
vous, ag there Is no chance to return the
fire, besides, the tremendous report causes
n ringing in the ears that frequently re-
Bults gln deafness, Haln fell all day, I
went to town and slept on the dporu(o of
Jnrrett'smll!otel, among & crowd of jolly,
nolsy moldlers. |
I took a swim in the Appomatox
tv.;’ ‘Z&zgﬁr-wuy clean, I met a comrade

2
or theh'nlght before, it was a gool
tmoent of carnings.
uly 21—I formed the acquaintance of
Captiln Rush, Lileutenant Lovy and his
brother, Bergeant Lev'K. all from Augusta,
Ga., members of the Twenty-second Gaor-

ia’ Regiment, Wright's Brigade. = The
gx‘n lc fate of thesa brave soldlers will be
told Iater, The news of the removal of
Genernl Joe Johnston from command of
the Arm, ntl 'J.‘orlme:aee has caused :nvt‘iwrz
eellng In
i r hig admirable conduct of the
{5&5,‘";"2,0,,1 Yorktown, the battle of WIl.
liamsburg and the battle of Seven Plnes,
our special wonder s evoked. ] .
mond Examiner comments on thls change
of commanders in the west as a nationa)
calamity, the result of an intrigue at
Richmond. Oan it be possible that our
noble president has permitted prejudioe
to sway his judgment? g name hng
been associated with all that ls brilliant
and honorable in the rg of our coun.
sinco he entered the cabinet of Preafs
t Plerqe, Can .he Ig.ve been smog
by bad advisers? We blame Bmfg an
!ﬂ:o'd for ndvls}n ;éua t:"ém blmégg,
n o
Pl attoerais i, Sl
i nas on this sad oecc
.bﬁn%“:e’d patriotlsm! *'Delenda est Oar
hagel"
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