* # position in the ditch, kecping up an sonoylng fite

" - throogh the roof ; enfilsding volloys of musketry

THE WAR NEWS,

. About tix t'clock yesterday rorning there was

“heard & farious cannonsde in the direction of Chaf-
fln's blafl, cn Jsmes river. Canconsdes have of
lato been things of sach everydaysoscurrence, that
his excited no grost degres of curlosity. During

‘the morning a soldier roached the city, who repro.

eented bimaelfl a3 from tho immediate neigbbsur-

heod of the fiicg. He stated that & forsglog par-
1ty of the enemy hsviog crossed the river and set
about eolting osts an Cox’s planteticn, our men

_opened upon Lhem with severel pieces of fleld ar-
tiilary and drove them ff,

RATTEZ'S BAIDEES—THE FIGHT AT STAUNTOX RI-
VER BRIDGE—THE ROUTE OF THR EAIDERS.
Wo karo learned zoms of tho particulars of the

Bght at Stzenton river bridge, last Szturdsy, from

en who took part fo the engagement. - Wo pur-

pese layicg thofacts beforo onr readers, withhold.

g nothlog necessary to the interest of the affair,

aed pablishing nothing which, in tke de-

emy there waz s0ms desaltory firlng for an hour'
or two, ~ K

During the night the epsmy waa besrd movisg
their wagons. The nexi morning, Sunday, 26th,
they threw. & dozeaor miore shells at us, bat 1t was
plain that this was's partiog salute, Thelr" troops

were moving off, retracing their steps to the’ ‘ford
over tho Little Rosuoke, and thence following the
roxd running south towards Mecklenburg conuly.
Al ol 0’clock thelr rosr guard dissppetred. “TWO
bours ‘sfterwards somo of Generil W. H, F!Lee's
men mzde their appearance onthe ground lately left
by the enemy’; but very soon these also went off, ep
parently following the track of ‘the raiders In
this effair we Bad eight men killed and' twenty.six
wounded, two of whom have since dled. Of thy
‘Tescrves from this city, Sergeant J.E. Walk:r,
Colonel Danforth’s’ regiment, was mortaily wonad.
od, and died on Bunday' as three o’clock, P. Bl
Orpiain James E. Riddick:'wss severely wounded |
in'the thigh, and Lisatenants 3,H. Cook snd B. L.
Wilson esch alightly wounded, In ColonelEvans’
régiment, H. O, Calvert received & alight wound In
the left log, and Jamos Fletcher roceived a severs
flesh wound in the left shoulder, Every one of
these men are sald to have been struck In

croseing the bridge Lo reinforco our troops'in the
eartbworts, I the storm ‘cf missiles that reined
apon the bridge is consldered, it muast “ereste sur~
prise that the casneliles to those crossing it were
g few, The weather boerded sides of the bridge
are riddled with bullets, and its roof Is much torn
by shot 8ad ehell, but none of the timmbera are in-
Jured, and 1ts usefaless Is'in nowise impaired,

It s e2id that 8 surgeon and & ministor of the

-y gorpel belonging to the neighbowhood were kill,

ed during this fighs,
The enewy left sevonteen dead upon the fleld,
2d there were trases of tkeir having dragged a
1arge number to the Roanoke river and pitched
them in, They carried off their wounded. i

Nelther belore nor after the engegemert st the
bridge &1 our troops thezo hear any sounds indi-
catig that General Wiliam H, F, Lce had en-
gaged the enemy,

All that i3 yet known of the route takea by the
riiders after their repolse aé the Sicunton river
b:idge is contalned ix the following despetch from
Qeneral Les, recelvod yesterdsy :

« Heapg'zs AxNY NoxTuERX VIRGDMIA,
¢ June 28, 1884, ;’
 Hon. Secretary of War:

<t Bir—The enemy bas bson'enzaged to.day &p-
perontly instrengthening bis lines In front.of Pe~
tersburg, advanciog them at gome points. His
cavalry, after being repulsed at Staunton river
bridge on tho afternoon of the 20ib, retired In the

of Cl il

gree, can beceflt the onemy, Whatever we state
shall by tros to ths beet of our kuowledge and be-
lef.

Staunten river bridge, upon which the Daaville
rallroad crozses Staunton river, 1s ninety miles
frowm this'cicy. Btaunton river, at this point, flaws
betweon the countles of Charlotte and Halifux, the
Iatter being on its west bank. Proceediog from
‘this city the ralirond,s mile and a half bsfore
yeacking this bridge, crosses the Little Roanoke
bridge. The Little Ronuoke iz a deep creek,
which flows into the Staunton river amile and a
Lalf, or thereabouts, pelow the rallrosd. Little
Roanoke bridgo was for stroe-

3, where they P
that night. The next morning they continued their
march towards Lawrenoevilic, by way of Buratville,
and a part of them encampod Jast nizkt about eight
miles northwest of the former place. They ap-
pear to bamaking their way back to the mala body
of the army.
«Very respectiully, etc.,
&R. E, Lxx, General,”

It will be seen from this despatok that tho raid-
ers, after Jeaving Btaunton river bridge, went sonth
through Obarlotte county into Mecklenbarg, then
tarniog east across Mecklenburg to Lawrenceville,
fn Brunswick. A rosd ruoning due east leads from
L

y s
tare, which was caried away by a flaod some e

" sinoe; its place was supplied by a simple trestle
Afler croseing this trestld the reilroad ascendsa
steep grade to Roanoke statlon, half a mile dlstant
Tho balf mils betwesn Roauoke station and Stauns
ton river bridze 13 down grade, the road ranning
across wide and open bottom land, the low gronnd
of Stsanton river. The bridge is a long, substan-
tial structara, with weather-boarded siles, A
county road crosses the Little Roancke a mile
abovo the railroad, and rons south fo Roanoke
_station,

* " “"'AR the enemy wero Within SRy yards of aime ot
e our wotks at Stanuton river, and within three hune

* dred of the rest, besides testing satisfactorily thelr
strength, thoro is little dangor of our givisg them
apny fofcrxaticn in what we are going to say. On
each side of tha railroad, twenty yards thls elde of
the bridge, we have ztrong earthworks. Oa the
bills beyond tho river, on elther side of the reil
r0ad, ard from two to three hundred yardsfrom
the esstern end of the bridge, we havo other earthe
works, mounting a sumber of cannon.

Last Friday ovening, the twenty.fourth Instant,
detachmsnts from two reglments of reserves
from this city, numberlag £R7 each, boing
in Dacville oz business, starled homoa by rail—
About durk they resched Stannton river, and, the
exemy belog expected, Joined tho troops cellected

*there under commsand ¢f Usptain Farizholt, and
1aid in the trenches that night and the greater part
of the next dsy. Rumoursol the approach of tho
enemy were brought {n from time to time.

Abcut 4 o’clock Saturday evenlng, the 25th Ia
stant,ths encmy reacked Little Roanoke bridge, sud,
baving destroyed it, crossed tha Little Roanoke by
the comnty road snd p ded to

ille to Bellfleld, near Hicksford, on the
Pelersburg and Weldon rallroad, in Groeaoville
county, which point the enemy might gelect to take
in their route 1f thoy did not-find il toc stropgly
narded,
THE LATEST FROM THE RAIDERS.

By the last evening’a train from Petersburg we
received a report, comicg from a very trostworthy
source, that our cavalry had met and whipped the
raiders at Spasada chiurch, in Dinwlddie, twelve
miles west of the point at which the Peteraburg and
‘Welden road crosses Stony creek. 'If thisbe true,
a8 st present wo avono resson to doubt, the epe-
my, icstesd of travelling east from Lawrencevilie,
turned their heads from ‘that place directiy to-
wards Petersburg. The point at which the fight is
reported to have occarred s about twenty-five
milos southwest of Petorsbarg.

A BAID INTO WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA.

Information -was recelved here yesterday that
foir hundred Vankees and Tennesseenns, under
o030 Captain Kirk, cams over into Western Norlh
Carolica, acd on the morning of Tussdsy, the 28th
fnstant, eaptured Camp Vance, at Morganton, snd
{00k Lhree burdred Junior Reserves prisoners. We
bave no particolars of this cffale. In the abseace
of a'l informatlon we can only esy, hurrah for
Qeceral Holmest'

OUB VICTORY IN GEORGIA.

Through the Blgnal eorps, npon wkom we are
just now entirely deperdent for all onr i
frem the Sonth, we learn, upon the euthority of &
geveralefficer st Atlanta, that Hardes bore the
bunt of ths attack mentloned {o Gecoral John-
ston's despatch published yesterday; eod that the
loss of the enemy was véry great—similar to that

s'atlon. A battery of the enemy, having got into
position on the high gronnd near Roanoke station,
sbelled our position at the Staunton bridge. Da-
ring this ahelling, which lasted for over.an bour,
the encmy deployel their forces a5 infantry in tho
fields north and zouth of the railroad. Our bafte
tleareplied to the enomy's firé, and sholled thelr
Infantry. It was cvident s dstermined attaek was
sbont to by mede ontha bridge,sod our troops
were put in position. Our carthworks 1o the val
ley, near axd on this side of the bridge, wore held
by a portlon of our men. Tho reserves previously
mentioned were in the trenches on the hills beyond
ths river,

A% balf past five, P. M., the enemy, under cover
ot a heavy fire of ehell 8nd solid shot from several
differently located batteries, sont farward a strong
body of shicrpshooters. Between these ani our
wen at 1his ond of the bridge there was flerco ex-
ohange of shota. The sharpshooters at lezgth
reached a ditch somo bundred yards in front of the
bridge, and, coveriug themselvea with it, kept up
thelx fire, |

At six o'tlock the eaemy’s main tforoe,
moving In two columus, one on each side of the
rafiroad, rspidly towards our position, our batte
rles opened opon thém with grape. Stil they ad-
vanced briskly, firing rapldly a3 they came oz, asd
8t the same time their sbarpshooters, from thelr

with thelr Stevens’ carbivcs, The crlsis of the
Dattle had come. 1fthe bridge was o be saved
the enemy must not boallowed to drive our men
from the works in frozs of . The reserves were
ordered to crots tho bridge and reloforce our msn
in the earthworks. Gallantly the reserves dashed
over the bridge under a firo which would m,-a re~
, gmioded thewm, had they bad tims to thiok, of the
bridge of Ledi. Shot and .shell were crashing

k oared i from either side, acd one hundred
;mgea, Afvy yoards distant, fired ngnlgbt through
tho briige, swoeping it from gnd toexd. It wass
hot placé, and our meR lost mo time in geitlog
through i¢ aad fnfo tho osrthworks, from which
they immediately cpened on the enemy, who, by
{his time, wero 80 closo at hand that the canister

toed by the enemy when they altacked ocr
poattion at O old Harbour,
THE ENEXY ONJJAMES RIVER.

Two deserters from the Yankea flast lylng bes

low Dutch Gap cams Into Fort Drewry yesterday
moming. They wero Intelligeat men and hed a
good deal to asy. Itmay be cf intorest to repeat
a part of thelr statement. They ssy every man in
the monitor fleet would dosert if he could get a
chapce. The Yankees have set ¢ work removing
the torpedoes in the river sud the obstructions res
cently sunk by themselves lo Tront’s reach While
out on a forpedo fishing expedition Tuesdsy night
they plcked a chance and came into our Hnes.—
They say that the fire of our rams noarly knocked
one of the monitors intoa cocked hat—so disabled
her; In fsct, that she had to be sent to Fertress
Yoaroe, but thet only one man was killed upon
her. Thoy gave it as their opinion that it cur
rams had come down to the obstractions and
thence oponed on the Yankee floet,that the latter
would bave been terribly dsmsged.
There is 1o doabt bat that Grant is proparing for
a grand attack, and there mey be somo truth fn
the atery of these desorters so far a3 concerns the
removal of the obstructions,

1ro river

fired st them from our batterles beyozd the, !

within s few foot of the hosds of gur men.

Dar busteries bejog beftor sarves then in the

begizning of the actlom, end our fire from

the eataworks stesdy and well dlreewi:
the enemy, dispirited

omr rosment
* . JoMsentover, at length wavered, balted, ard then

fled to cover. Throe times egain were; thoy
" brought up, bat cur’ fire, both. from tho: batteries
and esrthworks, baving zather “lmproved than
slackened, they at length, about elght: o’clock, P.
M., withdtew from our immediate Iront. We.throw
formasd some pickets, between whom and the el
N - -
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