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0F THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, Jum 2121, 1864

- Chapter I

¥eade Sends Two Corps Across The Plank Road

fzilure to breakthieugh™ the reorganized Confederate

- defense line on June 18, 186k, the Union generals determined

bl

t the city partially by a line of entrenchments aimed at the South

e irves

E’.‘:':I Failroad, = These earthw ori«.s were to consmt of redoubis connected

‘;..r'iflewpits,‘ fronted by sbatis, from which entire divisions could be

L

witréresn at any time, leaving a sufficient force to hold the fortifica-

+- M- The corps pulled out of the works would be fres to assail General
P8 D

forert Z. Iee's Army of Northern Virginia 'in unexpected quarters soubh,

forlven northi, of the James."
¥ajor Genera"' Geor&;e G. Neade on June 20 determined to redepioy his
hri7 of the Potomac. The works assigned hls army would be held by the

¥, II -and IX Corps, waile the IT Corps would constltu’ce a swateglc

Yoo

m

rve, When he notified Lisutenant General Ulysses S. Grc,nt of this,
3'1.35‘ repcrted that prisoners and contrabands questioned by his people
"=‘=‘?"I‘3 of *«',r*e opa.nlon that General Plerre G. T Beauregard had been rein-

TEl by two divisions of _J:Leutenanu Geﬂeral Ambrose P. I—La.ll's IIL Corps

‘I cf ¥0”thern'Vi rginia. Patrols sent out by the V Corps on Meade's

¢
lh

254 _d_.scovereu that ‘me Confederabes! fortificatlons conulnuﬂd to

o farther than th hey had been able to reconnolter

LI '0}1 the 18Lh with General ﬂlll's ITY Corps and two dzwlsn_ons

I _E"' 3’“&1 ¥Meade's information was COrrect. Ceneral Lee had reached
e Fy = . -
I Corps, ¥ajor Gensrals Charles W. Field's and Jose eph B Kershaw's.

HEE R

5 division waich arrived first marched out the Bexber roed, and

—3
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v~ving into the rifle-pits relieved the scldiers of Major General Bushrod

-
¥
P

Jornson's combat-weary division, When Fisld's butternuts reeched the
n:renches, they filed into position oi: Kershaw's right. 3 It was after
y dark when Hill's corps crossed the Appomatitox River and moved into posi-

on the extreme right, thus extending the front well beyond the rail-

tinn
: ! F=J 4 1 Ty 3 .'w Ly X l+
122 that led from PeBersourg to YWeldon, MNorth Cerolins.
Ceﬂeral Lee had reached Petershurg abOut 11 a.m. and rode oul to the

{rﬁnt-tq join_Beauregard. Together they inspected the llne that Beaure-

£ J's ch ef eng¢n¢er, Colcnel D. B, Harris, nad laid out the previous

nlgqt,“ It was so close to the city that when Grant organized bis front,
twn czty could be shelled, Otherwise, Lee could find no fault with it.

ﬂlbﬂ : ﬂarrls had exceulea himself in selecting the best availlable ground,

Beauregard was 50 elated with

Y
.- o

5 the.arrlval of Kershaw and Flela that he proposed an attack on the

5

"For four reasons, it was dlfflcult for the Confederates

“'soon or heavily at Petersburg.. Because of the strength of the

~position and the weight of numbers, the Rebels could not afford

Uniion entrenchmeﬂts unless tne situation was desperate. The

‘Eoruhern Vlrglnla at the szme time had to guard the approaches . ff'

g E"i’:r"‘ V~ . . . N .
- Tfﬁﬂd_&s well as -of Petersburg and, third, cost what 1t might, the

o

tgd . o : L s
- Xeep open lines of supply from the Southern Heartland, VIf this
| _ PPy

UL e dane L ., ‘s ..
~® done, " Lee wrote, "I see no way of averting the terrible disaster

i)

B T



If,qu,t will ensue." From this statement Lee had to exceplt the Petersburg &

2ldan.,  That line was. doonmed, though sound logistics demanded its pro-

l 1e-iion and use as 'Ion" as thl° could be done withoul excessive loss of

Ilif‘e. Whenever other railroads were assailed by Union cavalry, they must
.= defended to the limit by Rebel horsescldiers. Finally, in the planaing

.34 ewecubion of this difficult military course, the Confederates were

‘crippled by lack of manpower and by the loss of leaders. 6
l T Meade on the 2 t’n vis::fced Grant's City Point headquarters. There
I two generals discussed steps for forcing the Coqfeaerates out oi‘

fﬂtersbu'f‘g. To increase the strength of the projected strategic reserve,

deter*a_‘mee to order the leader of the Army of the Jamses, "agor Gen-

erel Benjamin- F. Butler, to extend his lines to the left and occupy ground

I helci by the VI Corps. When he moved to the -left, Grant cautioned

it by rapid movement, and with as

the redeployment of his XVILI Army

llﬁier would be told to see that

l iz.ﬁ;."‘
B eaerates‘ big guns north of the river.

"&'e’" I‘Ethrnlng to his headcuaruers , Meade forwarded a menorandum

upon ab the Clty Point meet-

.
K.

Warren's V Corps at the
Road, During the night the .

would e relieved, ‘the IX Corps extending to the right to re-

N :
O e " N
7% ren of the IT Corps. The IT Corps would then be magsed on

- \‘P:u_ﬁ"i ST e . o * - T - g
Fodirear of the Fifth., As soon as the VI Corps was relleved.

Al



=0

L; Fubler'= troops, Meade would advance westward with his strategic reserve

8

R

*1

ﬁd endeave= to reach the Appomattox west of Petersburg.

¥ajor Tenerel David B. Bi'rney (who had assumed charge of the 1 Corps

il

‘cr;"'June_ 1€, when Major General +=;\;"3'n1'1f‘j__elcl._S'. Hancock had been compelled to

Celinguish sommand, because his Gettysburg wound had become very painful)

1-1 Been nosified at 8:L5 a.m, that the VI Corps was to relieve the divi-

n

sion of hiz corps on the right, while Major General Ambrose E. Burnside's

'pg_*ga:s to relieve the remainder of his troops. Upen being pulled
f_t'he ~ierks, Birney was to camp the IT Corps in rear of the forti-
s z=1d by the v Corps, "at some po:.nt easily access:.ble from all

osition now held by the army, and from the crossing of the

*: headquarters at 10:45 o‘clock notified Birney'that 5t would

=

sfficers spenu ruch of the day reconnozterlno the area bem nd

the oy 'Corpg: to gelect ground where Birney cquld mass his divisions. Chief
A3ff Chirles H. Morgan, after studying the terrain, informed Birney

el

l"telr zorps’ left should rest on the Norfolk & Petersburg Railroad,

0"-:

ulé place it between Bexter road and the tracks. . The only good
E_""e"_"" —und? in this area was neaf Avery's house. '

‘I=s hour at which his soldj.efs weré to be relieved at hand,
ﬁ?:go p.m. inguired of Mesde, "Is it essential that my corps

\tion exactly in rear of Ceneral Warren's left, or will it do

‘in ':ig pear?" ALl that he had heard from Colonel Morgan indi-

e terrain to the rear of the V Corps' left was '"very much

et T




'obstructed," and at night it would be difficult to march across.

13

With-

n 25 minutes Birney had his answer. He could mess his troops at any point

. . - . a P

1is divisions could be shifted rapidly and without

1L

o
~

ehind Werren, provided

[

“gonfusion into position on the left of the V Corps.

Géneral Meade at 8:15 a.m, had alerted Major General Horatio G. Wright

1

he was to have his troops hold tneir ground until no-

15

1

¢f the VI Corps tha

uiifl dﬂfLerentlj, as he was to relieve part of the Second Corps. Fif-

.+een minutes 1ater, Wright learned what he was to do.” He was to replace . : 5?4

»

one of Birneyfs divisions, and hold the earbhvmrks from Hare's house lo

the Appomatiox. One VI Corps division was to watch the river, while the

B T T

16

- earthworks facing the Confecderate fortified zone were to be strengthened.

270 By 2 p.m. Wright had prefected his plans. As soon as it was dark,

ﬁ#@ops of Brigadier Generals David A, Russell's and Thomas H. Neill's
-di?isions, currently posted in the rifle-pits, were to extend to the left

&nd relieve Major General John Gibbon's IT Corps division. Before under-

"@éking'this movemsnﬁ Russell and Neill were %o cdnsult and determine the

: u8ctor of the line for wnich each would be responsible. Brigadier General

: _ames B.ARleﬁtuS' division would coatlnue to. be in reserve, Three hundred

v e T am i

fﬁ@*here to be deta11ee Dy'LlCﬁeutS to patrol the banks of the Appomattox 1w

1f$ 0“ uhe emplacerenus where the cannoneers of Battery H 1st Ohie Light

_ﬁillery and Battery E, 1st Rboae Island Light Artillery had mounted

17

T guns to tne fleet anch

2,

_I‘fe&nwhile,ﬂeade had got in touch with the ccmmander of his IX Corps,

“'@?;eral Burnside, The IX Corps was to extend to the right end relieve

L ) 3
TRTLEr'S troops as far as Hare's house, 18 Tater in the moraing, Meade's

1h;oLwed Burnside that he wonld also

)

s left ard occupy as much ground currently held by the V Corg




)sery ma'"y trcops are needed to occupy the trenches from the IX Corps’'
izht Uo the Hare house?®

"Four thousand meg,“- without any reserves,-could hold the first line,

.

This shocked Burnside, becsuse he had only 3,800 avaeilable, and he

e there were two II Cérps divisions end six batteries (not less i;han-
: '0,0.(i}O meq) posted along thet sector of the front. Examining his morn-
‘ng reporbs, Burnside saw that exclusive of Brig'adier General Edward

| errero's division, which was under orders to renort to Geperal Butler,
'lis entire corps did not muster 10,_000._effec‘oives. Wow, to make mattera ‘

" viorse, he had received instructions to relieve part of ¥Warren's line.
§ 2 '

ide protested that a too great extension of the frontage held by

he IX C.orpé, such. as corﬁ:emplated by army headguarters, could jeopar-

T . s . 2
Hize s safety. &

I:-- . Acknowledging Burnside's message, Meade's headquarters observed, the

IX Corps was ™o hold the position defensively,™ and that the orders for

: Ie*‘rero’s division to reporu to Butler had been canceleca. ~ Moreover, the

irectiv Ve for Burnslcie to extend his left to relieve part of Uarrer"s rlght.

23

‘ ."cond.itional"_upon his "finding it practicable‘ to do so.t

Burn.si.de .at. 7:20 pn notified Meade that the tw_c divisions slated to
zce the IT Corps troops were ready to march. Once again, he wanted
ii_‘-i_:e ple at army Her_caua rs to know that he would be unanle to throw
LLEre near.i:he same number of troops into these rifle-pits as had for-
- eccuﬁi&‘d them., AL .the same time, it vfa_.s important that a strong

-% ue kept in the works currently held bJ uhe IX Corps, which were

[N




Grant; following Neade's departure from City Point, got in touch with

semeral Butler. Bquer wes, informed of the d651"n Lo envolop Petershurg

. v

¢z as to have the left of the Army of the Potomac rest on the Appomeitox....n
guen an undertaking would meke offensive'operations along the Bermuda Eund-
“Ired'Liﬁe impracticable until the new position had been taken up and fordi-
fied. To release_aé many VI Corps troops zs possible for this movement,
.hutler was to extend his left. ‘The force posted between the_James and

'jAppomattox was to be reduced "o ihe lowest number” necessery bto hold

e trenches. The troops thus relieved were to cross to the south bank

offthé Appoﬁattox. Butler was urged to see that this redeployment we.s

25

?Expeq1ted so as to relieve the VI Corps by noon on June 21.

Tn accordance with Grant's directive, Bntler a2t 7:30 p.m, directed

aﬁor'General William F. "Baldy" Smith to get the troops of his XVIII

'.chp55"feady-to cross the Appomattox at daylight...." Units from the

X Corﬁs were to relieve soldiers of the XVIII Corps on the Berruaa
nndred Line. vhen ‘he marcned Smlth was to take with him two batteries
artlllery. 25

.Orders were drafted at Smith's headquarters for the XVIII Corps di-

ivlb’on commznders to have thelr-unlts ready to merch at the de31gnated

,_n

fi 8 p.m.,on June 20 the telegraph key in Burnside's headquerters

ﬁpped.out the ness2ge, n3511 ve Ceneral Birney at once. 1If necessary

».e.'

-f*“=cur whole corps in position.® . Burnsids, aiter reading the com~
teation, shouted for seVeral staff-officers., One was told to tell

iegadie er General Orlando B. Willcox that he was to relieve the II Corps'

4

Coeed

':Q.DiVision, while Brigadier'General James H. Ledlie was to put his

in motion for the sector held by Brigadier General Francls C.




Guided by 2 staff~off4cer, hho had prev10us1v reconn01tereq the line

arch, ?17leox s division starued north from its camp in the pﬂnes;

ol the ruins of the Taylor house. . As the column approached the
yLor P

;I."Ec_r of the trencnes held by Brlgadler General CGreshom Mott's II Corps

D-L8C0¢VS, v1a the Prince George. Courthouce road, the officers cautioned

up

ru¥

tnelr men to be guiet., 29 ledlie's troops at the s ame bime had move
:.fr om their camps near the Shand house toward Baflow’s sector. ‘The IX
CC““S troops by midnight had replaced BarJ.ow'q and Moti's veteransz 3
Ferrero's Pegro Division ﬁad been advanced and occupled the line of
'ﬁv?;ilg-pits'ovérlooking Poor Creek. Here the Negroes would be in close
ls“p;ort.§£ the soldiers of Drigadier General Robert B. Potter's Sééénd
‘ _31 sion, IX Corps, who- heid the ground west of the Norfolk & Feters-
:ﬁgrg_Railroadl gained by Burnside’s people 1n ﬁﬁe bloody fight of June
"ér‘31 . : _

Slmultaneously, General Ne*ll's VI Corps division had extended to

the left re11ev1ng Gibbon's II Corps solﬂlers in the eartnworks north
ﬁNQE,Ehsfﬁare house, 32 Orders were given im whispers, as the brlgaaes-
:¥Cn :EE_II Corps moved back from the ground seized Qn the 18th, After

Qlﬁls_Qn commanders had notlfwed General Birney that all their units

21st noti-

corps was "massed in rear of Warrea's

33

ne. wos ¢ha1blﬂg Lufthe: orders.

’ t '. lh. - . . ! : - . -
. P hougn nominelly Min reserve,' the soldiers of the Il Corps did

LT .

any gredt expectations for 2 Jong rest,” for they

remark of & member of the Irish Brigade on the

General Geor ge #., Caldwell forﬂad his divisicn

621

PR




® | ®
. in & line of battalions in mass, behind Mejor Genersl Daniel Sickles' III
 Gorps at Gettysburg, and the men were told thét they were tbrbe in reserve.
nir resarvé; jis, resarved for heavy fightin!." This remark, emphesized

2s it was by Caldwell's expérience in the wheatfield, had become prover-
oial in the II Corps. Consequently, the troops were not surprised in the
sast, when orders came to move out. k

Aﬁ'?515.ﬁeadé instructed Birney to snift his corps farther to the

_suvt“, and to take position on the left of Varren's V Corps. On doing
so; Birney'was'to extend "as far to the left as practicable, enveloping
a4§_keeping as ciose as possible to the enemy's line." Vhen Birney car-
‘€ }ie£ ot this movement, it was hoped at army headquarters that the II
-.Cc?ps would gain posseSsion.of the Weldon‘ﬁailroad. The VI Cof?s dﬁr;'
Hiiﬁé thé'ﬁight would be pulléd out of the works, posted on Birney'sileft,
.*T@ru endeavor to breakthrough to the Appomattox west of Petersburg.'Bs

"VThe only cavelry in the immediate neighborhcod was a detachment led

ffbf Capualn Benjamin W, Crownﬂnsqﬂeld Since these horsesoldiers were

' 31C‘et1ng the V Corps! left, Meade at 8:25 dlrected Harren to turn

Mrowninshield's detachment over to the II Corps. Birney would have

. the cavelry advance into the region between the Jerusalem Plank and

2315 Pas ca cag P P
“R«ifax roads, and see if {it. could pinpoint the Confederates' de-

A5 soon as Birney passed the word, the corps noved out--Barlow's
ion, screened bj Crowninshield!s troopers, took the lead, followed

“0bon!s s and Mott's bluecoats, The sun had reached its zenith by the

g’u

-arlov's vgnguard, which had taken the road leading by Southall’s,
e the Jerusalem Plank Road, one-half mile east of B, Wi 1liams' house.

2rlow ¢alled 2 ghort halt, while he conferred with his brigade com-

(Nl




I ers. The absence of any commanding elevations limited visibility.

=

”Ilds on their right and one on their left. water was shortj many of
@ soldiers had empbied their canteens. ihere were several large fields
tilliams'. These fieids drained to the sou ‘n into Second Swanp

d, SO BlI‘ 2y
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concerned lest he blunder into a trap, He thersiore directed C—ibbon

 Mott to mass their divisions im Williams' flelds, wesU of the plank

iI},d. Barlow was to employ his infantry. and Crowninshield's cavalry and

a. 27

~urdertake a forced reconnaissance toward the Weldon Railroa

' l Specrﬂeaced by the horsesoldiers, Parlow's division moved out, tak-

. lng the road to Globe Tavern. - By 1:10 p.m. the lead brigade (Bri gane"”
_r;ei"gl_ I\IIelson-_‘A. Miles'), with which Barlow rode, had penetrated to with-
two.and one-half miles of the VWe jdon Bailroad. For the past ten or 15
.lfalry'ﬂe‘q of Brigadier General Rui‘us barrlng,er's North Carolina Brigade.
*&-lt"Ouf?n ‘the firing was llrs"‘qt Crownlnshleld called for help. Tnhe eunon,
l riow told Miles to depleoy and throw out as skimishers two reglments-~
. e 1st New York to the Jight and the 81st Pemsyl.vania to the left. 38

.Cl"_OVminshield and his troopers seemed unwilling to close with the

: SG.Barlow used them to coirér his flanks, as the rugged footsoldiers
t’ U S. Sherpst nooter Reglmenu took the lead. By the end of an-
50 nour, the head of the division had penetrated to within two miles
g2l, To delay tlne Feo.era'l s, the Confederates had brought amll-
into play, The ‘cannonesrs of MeGregor's Virginia Battery employed
S8 their guns against the Federals. EBarlow's advance guerd cap- .

-.AC,‘ i ¥ o LY .- *
lzoners from Lhree Horth Cz:

‘\)

"]

rolina Cavalry Hegiments, the 1st, 27,

A\
=

utes, Crowninshield's troopers had beeﬂ in contact with dismounted Rebel




nd 34.

Barlow, when he had committed his :Ln::ntr;y, h;vt been under the assump-
I**Tc'a that he ¥ ou"a be supported by Gibbon's division. Learning now that

l"lbboa’s division had been halted after crossing the plank road, Barlow

d that he had belter get in touch wiih Birney. A staff-officer
medered off with an inquiry. Barlow weuid leave it to Birney, 'to
' qecwde whether 1t is safe for us to c:.O.VaYlC:‘ so as to separate this divi-
ion f«;ﬂuhe; from the rest of the CO"“ps uo It was_ i:;possible, Barlow wrote,

he Weldon Railroad and '"keep

s up connectlon 'mtn the rest of the corps.”

lfcr his troops to CO(\tlYlUF" to press towars
I Dpon the receipt of this message, Gersral Birney recalled Barlow's

c’*lumn Nhen his troops pulled back, Barlow had them file inte position

IC‘?‘ Ott‘s - left, near williams' house, and dug in. From right to left

'.'.IE?-rlow‘s brigades were posted: Fraser's, YacDougell's, “’OI‘Of"’"'S: and

&0

-_Gibbon's and Mottls divisions in the meantime had taken position.

'3- B“—roq R. Dlerce s and Major Tlmou*r Q!Brien's b"".:.ﬂ"&deo held the

:'- Pierce on the right; Colonel Tromas A. Smyth's and Colonel

laisdell's brigades occut)lea the ressrve trenches. Under the

CTiEe of darkness, the cennoneers of the L?tn Battery, New York Light

Fav s

Liliewm .z
“*iery emplaced their four 3-inch rifles on the lx + of Pierce's

.
ol aal A [-'r‘l

Llersg

S RO
SEONT,

;1

Gitbon, positioned his division in double line of b

e

)

i




g g TS AL e 2

e e O SN =AY A AR SR A A

e
Lopnliow
- BTy

¥obi's main line of resistance.

nis artillerists' fields of fire. Lieutenant James Gilliss of Batterdes

bt

ICoLon¢¢s DanleT Chcolln‘s and William RE. Brewster's brigades held the front

line Co7oneWS den_ J. Madill's and Robert McAllister's were posted in re-

the 5th Michigan occupled the line of outposts covering
L2

carve. Soldiers of

Wnen the IT. Corps marched from Avery's,it was accompanied by six bai-

ierice. Bxcept along the front held by Gibbon's ¢ivision, Chisf of Artilm

lery John €. Tidball was disappointed to see that pines and osks limited

¢ and'E; 5th U, 5. Ligh t Artillery had his men untinber their Népoleons

in the 1ntervq+ between Mott's and Givbon's lelSlonS. Soubhwestern.

f?rince George County being unsuited for the employment of artWIIery, Co-

onel Tidball had his four remaining bettery commenders park their guns
43

earfJonés’ house.

Ge“eral Birney sbout dark had ridden out to inspect the line taken

1¥3P¥ his corps. According to reports brought in by scoubs, the Rebel

h%rks*that they had reconnoitered seemed to be a continuation of those

ed bJ B¢l&j 's corps on June 15 A salient (Battery No., 32)

‘d§§;heen-sp0uted in front of Gibbon's left.

 ?j Wnen he V1slted Glooon s leLt Birney, locking across the fields to

23 Iront, sighted a strong column moving through the pines beyond. The

© zreyelads were marching southwest, and Birney theorized that the Rebel

’

2ls had dispetched a strong force down the railrosd to cope with
oot s 3"!’rust ReTaVi_g this information to ¥eade's headquarters,

«~?fy observed, it would "not be prudent” for him to throw forward his

E £33 1o by

il the VI Corps was "in position or ready to go into position.t

AL G110 a.m.,on June 21}General.ﬁeade nad issued orders that as

i
i
-
-
()
[®]
]
s
[
-

mits were relisved by elements of the Army of the James,




T

" General Viright would march his soldiers into position on the left of the

e e AN P 1

:Ti Corps. L5 At the time that this telégram reached Wright's command post
t?:BO z.m.) only one division of the XVIIY Cofps Brlgaolcr General George
Sténnard's, had arrived from Bermuda Hundred.

Stennard had st arted his division for the Point of Roc&s pontoon
- bridge at 4 a.m, ‘When he reachecd the Appomﬂttﬁx, he was compelled to

'fCﬂll a halt to wait for Brigadier General James H. Wilson's cavalry to

e

out of the way. The bridge was fres of cavalry within 90 minutes,
. ﬁd the footsoldiers crossed.the Appomattox and tramped southwe rd.down'

" the Point of Rocks rosd. Because of'their_proximity to the Confederate
; -' §§§§8; Wright and Stannard were saﬁisfied that it.wou;d'be unwise for

4 iﬁé KVIII Corps troops to relieve the VI Corps peOple.in'the,rifle*Pits

PR,

*ﬁ before darﬁ. When he notified Meade of this decision, Wright telegraphed
" t“at he haﬂ ordered staff-officers to locate and explore a road to Bir-
 he?iSfleft. hs soon as these officers returned with their report, Wright

~

Promised to put his reserve'division, Ricketts', in motion.

it AT ¢ 1 4

iy

At 11:L5 Meade notified Wright that he “neﬂd net move any part" of.

"t“e VI Corps Yuntil the whole is ready to move, BT qpss message, how-

e e Ak

,Q?V??,:arrived too late, because Ricketts had already put his two-brigade

Sivision on'the rosd. : . - e

AUP&TGHtlJ, the Confederates susnected the Federals were up to some—~

;LﬂlJE At 1:30 p.m. the batterles emplaced to tne right and front begen

e?’ng tne VI Corps!' lines with shot and shell. Unlon CAannoneers re-

x.‘iu with 21l their guns that would bear. 48

ifter a short while the guns fell silent, and Wright and his officers

v back to work preparing for the night ts march. A request was forwarded

c‘l‘
et
-
o

who could show Wrigh

“=% chlief engineer for & g1id 2,

—h
i

H
:
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a1

& to Chieves! house, on the Jerusqlem plank road.

‘neadguarters.

©ib

1eft hﬂlch rested on the Jerusal

Just before dark, handed an urgent message from lMeade's

As soon ez his lieved by Baldy Smith's troops,

was to move to ithe left of the II Corns, Mand teke position there
Ps, 1L P

551ng up against the enemy and driving them into their mein works,

@ -

teking the offensive s assault their works,™

guidance, Wright was'informed that the II Corps wes forwming on Warrsn's

em Plank noad and vould extend as far

”ftdrthe west as feasible.

extension of the lines,

and cubt ingress and egress via

conslstent with its securLtJ as & defensive line.’

¢°mm€ndn at a most opportune time for the Federals.

ﬁolqigrs retreated

this move to the west and the

Meade informed VWright, was to invest Petersburg

Lynchburg Railroads.

ould therefore extend his line from Birney's left M"as far as practicable

L ) SRR G LT 1 e e TR e

lRlcketts' lelSlOﬂ reached tne area to thﬂ left and rear of Barlow's

it

Just as it was get-

ERERES

ing dark, Barringer3s Horth Carolinians, vho had followed Barlow's column

TR PO

s:it retraced its steps, charged Crowninshield's cavalry, - There was a

. " Barlow shouted for General Miles to countermerch his

SRR they drew back.

Ricketts!' vanguar

time nad reacned Williams!

“ Heiling Ricketts, Birney told him to move his division out the Globe

Benjamin F. S s 2d Brigade took the lead as

1 started forward, The 6th Maryland and the 9th New York Heawvy

e and relieved the hard-pressed cavalyy,
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 2hhi1e Colonel Smith formed the rest of his brigade'into Gouvle line of

tattle across the road. The soldiers oroke out their entrenching tools

L1

rd began throwing up earthworks. At 10 p.m. the 110th Chio reported to

BAX)

Golonel John W, Horn of the 6 h Marylend on the picket line, The New

U ¥ork heavy artillerists turned infentrymen were armed with smoothtores,

=.Ceuwe°n Barlow's lefi and Smith's right and dug in.

the firing occasioned by the attack by Bar—

TO

ud Coionel Tidball heard

r;

's dismounted cavalry on the Unicen left and rear, Nobt knowing that

1 h

Rickett

L 4

©.Tidball was understendably concerned lest the foe reach his artillery

Pa“ked at Jones! house. To guard the rear, the cannonsers of Battery B,
ifst_Rhode Tsland Light Artillery unlinbered their six Nepoleons at the
Hfbrké_of the road. Infantrymen of the 4th New. York Heévy‘ﬁrtillery were
i?téé in sﬁpport of the guns.. There was little rest for the camnoneers
Qring the night as tﬁeir battery commander had them throw up a parapet
?Hﬁ.embrasures. 53 |
pTge'thrust by.tée Confe} retes against the Union left caused Birney

in touch with Ceneral Mott. The commander of the Third Division

5,

4

should it beccme necessary

bettle, with his left in contact vwith Ricketts! right.

4ls, Barlow was compelled to spread his men sc thin thal he feared

4

an attzck if made
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. . L 1 Ny . - ,
s5 Horn had the Chioans relieve them. > Ricketts' 1st Brigede commended

'Colonel illiam S. Truex was positioned to close the gep that had opened

ts! VI Corps troops had intervened and had checked the Confederates, .
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midnight protested that his division had to cover & mile of front,

wiile & katts was resconsvhle for about one-fourth mlle. A% the moment,

snd Mott!s 16Lt which he under-
3

o

trere was 2 gap oetween Barlow's righ
55

- stood Mott was to close.

It was a_per dark when the 15,000 scldiers: ard ewa%u batterwes of

St

le-pits between the Appomattox River and the Petersburg &

Bailroad, forwerly held by Fussell's VI Corps troops. Bri-

éﬁiér Genéral Hiram Burnhem's 2d Brigade réplaced Brigadier General

-

orw Uptonts in the tren cnes next to the river, while'Coldnel Guy V.

e}"

r 's 3d Brigade flled into the rlfle—plts on the left heretofore

Secupied by'0010381 William H. Penrose's 1st'Brigadel The soldiers

*QfﬁoYOnel Edsar M. Cullen's Tst Prlgude, except for one regiment, were

signed to the second line.- The detached rcgﬁvent wes detailed to sup-

;Brigadier General John H. Martindéle's division replaéed'Neiilis

57

ﬁecoats in the sector bebween the railrcad and Hare's house.

compllance w1th Baldy uﬁltﬂ‘s 1nstructlons, Brlgadler General
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held by Stannard‘s and Martindale's reserve brigades. The

;Orps would lock. to Hinks for fatigue-parﬁies_and for details to

i

% the south bark of the Appomzttox downstream to the gunbosts! an-

hﬁULd con3uhtute a strategic reserve

58

e d v there had been a change in the commend of Wright'

n, Ceneral Heill wes relieved and directed to regort o

—
O~

valdy Smith's corps advenced and relleved Eriglt’s First and Second Divi-
“gions, Stannard's division moved to the right, assuming res poasibility

-the 7th Battery, New York Light Artillery on the right of the ravine.

56

A i LA At Sea




“the Army éf the James; For the time beihg, the senior brigade commander,
zrigadiér Géheral Frank Wheaton, would lead the leﬂswoq, while Colonel
Jorn PO OB lller of tne 98th Pennsylvania took cherge of the tst Brigade.
General VWright, as scon as Fussell and Wheaton had reported all their

‘troops off the line, passed the word to feke up the march. With a gulde

-4

detailed by the chief engineer leading the way, the long column moved out.

_Frogress was slow; it was after 2 a.m. when the advence crossed the Nor-

£31k & Pebersburg Railrced. The eastern horizon was' sbarti ng to pale by

C}

N

;_&ﬁc time the rear guard passed ithe Jerusslhem Plank Road. Wright at 4 a.m.

Vballed-a halt near Jones! house, and he told Russell and Wheaton to allow

eir soldiers to take a well-deserved bresk. Within a few minutes, the

iy R

PRI

en had stacked their arms, shucked thelr knapsacks, and had turned to

" preparing breakfast.

——

-"" ¥ Cddacusdte

?General Warren was not to be left undisturbed by the redeployuent .

June 21 Warren was notified that Birney's Ii Corps was

on the Leéft of his V Corps, Menveloping the enemy." The

oy

-

. the forthcoming offensive was to be passive, but Meade

- _ _ 61
extend his left tO'hold as much ground as possible.
lhree of Warren's divisions (ﬁyres' Craqfora s, and Cuuler s) were
o i?} tr

“7§nches &t this time, and one, Brigadier General Charles Griffin's,in

';“_* “Ve Warren nmde his plans accordingly. Orders were issued for Griffin

Love ﬁarw*rd and take posit i n on Brigadie Gorcr¢l Bomeyn B. Ayres' left,

ing out to the plank road.”
- Griffin's troops had broken camp by 10 otelock. A3 they'moved out,

Uﬁfs headed south, and two hours later they halted on Chieves'

i
n:

lOn. After the divisicn had been formed into line of babttle with

s
~Intliew ,

i2r General Josern 4. Derilsth’s brigede on the right, Coloaecl Will

._l
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‘evershooting,® AL dark Griffin wes to see that his men entrenched,

-

'91 ets prosted, and erle—plts dug,

.??St of the Jerusalem Plank Koad,

'?“ﬂléf‘gs the Jerusalem plank road.’

5, Tilton's on the left, and Colonel'Jacob B. Sweitzer's in suppori;

Griffin called for sklrnlsners to be advanced, 5 The officer in charge
-f the skirmish line was told that hie mission was to drive the Zebel

cuiposts to his front into their works. 4is he advanced, his

[42]
jon
L
ct
o
1]
(]

anchor on the plank road and his right on Ayres' left, Griffin!

iinz was to give the skirmishers close support and seize ground 23

viorks as possible, "without suffering from random bullets. .

Wonen CGriffin gave the word, his skirmishers swept toward the foe.

*E%e Confederate pickeis were forced back abocut one-half mile, before

oo closz to the frowning

e

that his men were getiting
Entrenching tools were issued,
Riding to his left, Griffin was

lghtea to see that Glbbon s IT Corps division wss holding the ground

65

‘ General Meade at 9 a.m. had written Granmt that the II Corps was en

.?@Lte to take pos tion on the left of the V Corps, "the Fifth extending

West of the plank road, Meade's

§cuts had reported the Confederates occupying earthworks previously

o m gt

fzed out, As_these rifle-pits were about three miles south of Peters-

,.,x

saw that the Behel line from the

é; Meade s

after stud ying his maps,

Yeanunile,

18

46

except the units holding the Howlett Llne, south of th he nppomatuox.

want back at his City Point headquarters had been study-

-
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< ing a map on wnlcn tne engineers had plotted the troop positions. Grant's
sttention was drawn to bthe Jerusalem FPlank Road. There the Confederate

iine which had besn running from north to south turned west, creating a
g 3 &

p

' saliént angle; Writing Mesde of what he had discdve;ed, Grant at 10 a;m.
'suggeSted that Meade have Warren mass his artillery end use it to pin the
fwhels in their ear while the IT and VI Corps crossed the'plank

road, s soon as the two corps had taken position, Grant felt- confident
E;é Cdnfederatés would be unstle to hold tbeir present line , because the

67

f_Fcoera?s wouid e able to t:ke it in reverse,

Meaqe was unable to understend what Crant intended, and at 11 a.m.

hed Mesde that he wanted Petersburg Fen—

37619§€dfas far as. possible, without attacking foriifications, and the

vay the position of the two armies is marked / on the engineers! mep /

4t looks as if the front of the enemy cen be swept from about Waerren's

'3“”B or left center, tnerebj g1v1ng our Eroops the p081t10n desired

4$h0&ﬁ'exposure, unless the enemy EXPOSSS himself equalily.™ 7 Thls

ESSage reached Meade's headquarters about the same time as Chief Engineer

" G Barnard The engineer explained to Meade that—Grant wanted him
t “
- Q“Ch 5¥ ground from which the CoqLeaerate works COVGTLQg the Jerusaleﬂ

A5

p oad could be enfiladed, Mesde at 1 p.m, notified Grant thet he
Wiz : ”‘; . .O
:_;;.g?;a*~ to the front to_see_that this was done. 7

P

'-”F?snt, besides keaping up with the activities of the Arrles of the

< and James, had other important business. His commander-in-chief,
PUiEnt ARy . s s an en ' .
82 fbraham Lincoln, had decided to visit the troops before Feters-—

)

arccat that had carried him
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.telegraphed Meade that he and the President planned to leave for the
ront at 3-o'clock. They would go as far as the house where Baldy

.11

th had had his headquarters on the 14th.
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THE BATTLE OF THE JHRUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE éfﬁzg, 1854
. B Chapte“ I
wo Corps Across The Plank Road
Notes.

~

1 Andrew A. Humphreys, The Virginie Campeisn of '64 and '65: The irmy

{

“of the Potomac and the Army of the James (New York, 1882), 226; Francis

-k, Valker, History of the Second Army Corps in the Army of the Potomac

© (e Tork, 1886), 515,

the Official Records of

‘the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol. XL, pt. IL, 231.
. 2 2 2 2

- 0. R., Series I, Vol, ¥L, pt. I, 761, 766. At this stage of the

wand Southern Virginia, with headquarters in Petersburg.

Douglas S. Freemen, R. E. Lee, IIT (New York, 1935), 425.

Lee's Lieubenants, A Study in Comnwnd,‘III (New York, 194L),

'538; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 690. .

1QFAR;,.Series I,” Vol. XL, pt. II, 233. On June 20 Company I, 1st

—

Connecticut Heavy Artillery, with thres 30-~pounder Farvotts, moved

o1

Owed on June 24 by Company D, 1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery,

et four 30-pounder Parrobtts and four S-inch siege mortars,. The

cu é»ﬁ?ta‘.’;s

were turned over to Company I. 0. R., Series I, Vol. L,
= L 672,
=t e, Serdes I, Vol. Xi, pt. II, 233.

SLEi., 238, With Birney in command of the corps, Brigadier Generszl

e g T e ® e




- - - - V' -' R - {\J-W-' "5"""“-" : ’-
PP S g 4 AP X " .

Gershom Mott, as senlor brigade commander, took charge of

Division, IX Army Corps.

[a )

Ihi

-

Tbid., 239.

Ipid., 240.

Tpid., 241,

Ipid., 2k.2.

<o i

<% dinth Arm

e Third

ight, Burnside would see thel his men strengthened

“Y's trains havin

+

reacned

250; 0. B., Series I, Vol. XL,

P

t. I, 107, 573, 575,

85.

b1 , o . - : . .
45 595 Augustus Woodbury, Major General Ambrose E. Durnside ang

the south bank of the Janmes,

zr Corps...(Frovidence, 1867), L19-421. On the 17th the

See—— TP
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crossed the river and camped for une night near Wilcox's, - The next

day, moving in rear -of the trains, the Negro Division had marched

Geperal Buraside. Pressing on, the division camped ot the night of
g 2 {3
the 19th a short distance in rear of the IX Corps' sector,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 495.

Toid., 318; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. Il, 273. For the time

L] . J.l.o’ L F)

‘being, corps headguariers would be at Avery's house.
Walker, History of tae II Corps, 543.
0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 27..

Ibid,

Toid., 27h,'275.

Thid., 275; 276.

Ibid.; O. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 758. General Mott at 10 a.m.

had been ordered to have the 2d U. 5. Sharp noot rﬁport to General
Barlow, PRirney had established corps headquarters in front of Jones'

S

.., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. T, 333, 335, 337, 339, 340, 3k2, 348, 35k.

house. (O..R., Series I, Vol., Xi, pt. I, 318.

1o

L]

AU dark the 5th Hew hamnsn¢re moved oubt and occupied the picket line.

3R]

oid., 366, 372, J7L, 375, 382 386, The earthﬁorks occupied by Fierce's

and 0'8rien's brigades were aleng a wood.road veering off at an angle

[ N

(o]0
-y

25 degrees in 2 SOuu"JeSberlj direction from the Jerusalem.Planﬁ Road.

o34, 391, 394, 396, LO1, LO2, L1§.

|

Ioid., L2k, 431, LL3. When the corps moved out, the 11th New York and

ey
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Sitery ¥, Lih U low: Battery B, Ts* Hew Jorse;
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and the 12th New York with Gibbon; Batiery A, 1st Rhode Island and

0. R., Series I, Vol, LI, pt. I, 1250. Gereral Stannard

the Firev Divisicn, XVIIT Corps, on the even~
Series T, Vol, XL, pt. II, 281.

282,

275-276; O. E., Series I, Vol, XL, pt. I, 506, 507-~508.
Series I, Vol, X, pt. I, 505.

42, 129, k30, 433, 435, 136, 139, Ah1, Li3.

0. B.; Series I, Vol. Xi, pt. II, 277..

Toid., 310-311. |

g_B_ Series I, Vol, XL, pt; T, 712, 715, 718; 0. R., Series I, Vol.
I ob. T, 1250. - o L

;_E., Series i, Vol, 1LI; pt. I, 1259, Kartindale's division had been

On the morning of the 21st, Martindale wes ordered to

o to Petersburg.

7
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0. B., Series I, Vol. XL, pbt. II, 278. B

279: William H. Powell, The Fifth Army Corvs...(New York, 1896),

(9%
e
5
o
.
L¥)

£ . 0. R., Series I, Voli XL, pt. I, 457, 461.

—

¢, 0. R., Series I, Vol, XL, pbt, IT, 280.

- Toid,
"Tpid., 269. lesde 2t 11 a.m, had asked Crant to send either General

Barnard or Colonel Cyrus B. Comstock to explain what he wished.

‘Tbid.




L .

Folh Meade ‘and Birney

fﬁ Gﬁneral Wright advanced hls. As the Unionlllne swept forward,

,}*“ presumed at corps headquarters thau it wo

f,

THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-2L, 180k

- . : Chapter 11

Mehone Staggers the 11 Corps

General Birney aboul daybreak on June 22, 186l,, called for Colenel

‘oyzan and told him "o order the advance of the lines until the position

£l

?tqe enemJ was epveloned moin cccordance with heede‘s master plan.
nad been aopr¢sed by'thls hour that General wrlght

and was

fed ‘massed Russell's and Wheaton's divisions at ‘Jones'! house,
;?e;afing to move out along the rcad to Globe Tavern reconnoitered by

3‘.16 Blrnev therefore planned to advance his left and center divi-

ﬁkeﬁs Barlow, whose First Division COﬂStluhbeQ the II Corps! lezt

a3 to "copformﬁ to the movements of the VI Corps, adVan01né his line

it

uld be Meonsiderably con-

cted,n 00qse0uently, Birney wanted Barlow o close in to the right

ltlme to time to give General Mott an opporuunlty to get part of

';:’ Omvmand in reserve,"
kott was directed'to advance his division in conjunction with

.‘w.‘;:.
's, partlcularly his left, so his new position would be nearly

allel Wlﬁh the earthworks to his front defended by the Confederates.

he

Gen—

iz3elils First Division was advenced and ook positlon on Ricketis!

T T

After OCquylﬁﬁ the breastworks thrown up by bar-
Eusssll covered his front wiih a S?roma forez o

21

15 enabled Barlowi whose IT Corps division held a mlle of froni,

fad
4
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his men to deepening and strengthening the rifle-

General Wheaton's Second Divison was marched dewn the plank road 1111

theéd of the column reached-Globe Tavern road. Here Wheaton'called a
rief halt while he conferred with Colonel Ballier, - The colonel was told

e 1st, in rear of Ricketts' division. b Ls scon

R A e T T AR

é';h ‘¥S. -Meanwhile, General Birney at 7:30 had dictated a second dispaich
?§$sed to General Barlow. The commender of the First Division was
84 that Mott had been "directed to take the position'pointed out

L, and to advise Barlow when he advanced.  Barlow in

t P02 Wright advised as to his movemeats, 7
. ®%lore Barlow could act on this order, Colonel Morgan received a

Tvirem Captain Crowninshield of the cavalry. The horsesoldier wrete

Py
1N
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3.' ”l.;t%t at 7:15 his men were picketing the plank road to a pom‘t two miles

reyond Hillﬁams’ house. _No Confederates had been seen since midnight.

stion gleaned from local planters led the captain to conclLude

zhét Dearing!s cavalry was holding the Welden Railroad, Confederate

vedsttes were szid To be operating within one mile .of the plank road.

atrol westiward along

ko)

jd gheck on This repért, Crowninshield had sent &
'iré GWQQe Tavern road.

ﬁeout $:30 Colonel Morgan, as he rode tbfougm the woods, encountered
@#mrgl Barlow., The general looked worried. He showed Morgan the 7:30
'éréér;frbm II Corps headquarbers. A glance was all that was heedéd té
saéiél the chief—of-steff that this message wes quite different in its
ﬂééér.from the crder he had drafted at 4150, . Mbrgan began to fret, bes

it appearea to him "that the later order imperiled the corps.?

':'ﬁmst be a mistake,-he t0¢d-Barlow, as he wnaeled his horse aboul,

P Taﬁory to returning to. corps headguarters Lo ascertain what had

On his arrival, worgan learned from Ceneral Birney that the IT Corps

ugﬁﬁld:“make our movement independent of any by the Sixth Coros.. When he

}‘ Lrneq to. Bar'ow's congand post-at 10 a.m., Morgan carried a messag ge:

T”E maﬁornaeneral commanding directs that you move forward
“¥our division, connecting with Ceneral Mot om your right,
Swinging forward until your whole line is in close proxi-
-WJ’EF.tO that of the enemy. You will not be dependent on
v 87 movement of the Sixth Corps. Hav1ﬂg attained the po-
sition above indicated, you will streagthen it by intrench-
Ing. If General Wright is not eble to comaect with you,
© 79w will have to lock out for your left.

C Frigr to Morgan's arrivel at the First Division's command post, Gen~

"9ﬁaﬁe had been tnere, Yhen Bar10h explained that there wags a mis-

“v¥Anding as to whether he should hold his connecbion to the righ t

o
131
ol
{®
Iuy
f.)
o
&
=,
3
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..... g impatient replied, "ou cannot connect with both;

e

i

i g -t T gy
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sour connection to the right each corps must look out for itself.t 10

;The que tion as to whether Barlow should gu“de left or right had

.SEttled, so the IT and VI Cerps prepared to go separale ways., Ac-

ifﬁﬁben‘s) would remain in the earthworks, while Mott's and Barlow's

Confedarate fortifications that extended west-

Covered by a strong skirmish line, Mottls and Barlow's divisions
tion afforded by the barricades and advanced into the
plues to their front, As the troops scrambled over the low parapetls,
: 1 e . i -' ) . 11

umber of officers glanced at their watches: it was 2 p.m.

¥ott, like Gibbon and Barlow, had two brigedes (McAllister's and

?_lﬁ’s) in advance and two (Madill's and Brewster's) in support.

reened by the sklrmlsners from.the-afhwﬁﬁhigan, Mott's blueceats for—

1ead—~hchlllster 5 brlgade on the rlgnt gained nearly threé-~quarters

R T

ile, 12 It wes soon apparent to Barlomg whose right flank brigade

s

eT's) guided on Mott's left, thet it would be impossible to maintain

EC%WJin the VI Corps. Throwing his line forward, Barlow effected

TN

a “rlgnu half-wheel througn the dense woods. But as his men

P —

his left brigade (MacDougall's)

E“hgacfo1qa1l's and Fbroney's. Barlow rode with his skirmishers.

13

_awle advance was reélsterea before Barlow's sklrmlsners ‘encountered

Rebel sharpshooters now opened on the skirmishers cover-
' Barlow urged his men onj; they responded with their char-

n. The Confederate snipers were rolled back by the blue—




PR

e sent word for MazcDougall to deploy several regimenis as skirmishers to

wrolong the "return,® and endeavor to re~esteblish contact with the VI

IRV

ﬂfuﬁérps, The firing having ceased along the skirmish line, Barlow wheeled

his horse about end rode toward his reserve brigade, Miles', which dur-

i1ig the advanve had followed several hundred yards benind Freser's battle

14

'Baflow wanted Miles to change his formation,
fOre of Meade's staffl (Lleuteﬁanu Colonel Theodore Lyman) in the mean-

q.é_had‘galloped up to Gemeral Wright's command post., Wur ight at this

I3

Darf(12:10) was with Ricketts! advance brigade. From Wright the zide

O P S R

t Ricketts! left extended abouf 200 yards south of.the Globe

Teern road. Wheaton's division was massed behind Rickebts, Mready to

att-in;fhe required direction...." Scattered shots could be heard off

f‘the3nofth_along Russell's skirmish line, Wright told Lyman to tell

Before ordering a general advance by his.corps, Wright told Rickeits

4 Russell to move their skirmish lines forward, The skirmishers pressed

i#ad through a heavily forested area, Ricketts' men had gained about
Tﬁalf"mile,when they were assailed by a strong force of Rebels de-~

W

“7eC as skirmishers. The bluecoats recolled a few steps, recovered.

and préSsed cautiously ahead. Within a few minutes, the

ich had begun alono Ricketts! front had extended to the left

2 zlf' . .
'*xq”f$$311‘s picket line,

Bl
5

R ight and his officers, after conferrlpc briefly, decided that the

Sl mmn L ) . 2
“israles had advanced to the attack, because scouts, who had juss re-

I}

Thes e . e e . i )
"= from the area where contact had been established, reported thal they

48]
R

f‘:;[coats protecting the division's refused flank. Barlow, however,.was worried.

J
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”iﬁd_seen no Confeaerates. Wright ingtructed Ricketts and Rusgell to have

" ‘:},.-a.,_r e --_W it

'__,ﬁlr skirmishers carry the fight to the enemy, and to advance their

16

lines.

b4
e
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Two divisions of General Hill's IIX Corps and 2 part of a third hec

i e ot S

hed:Peuersourg on tne afterﬂoon of June 18. After crossing the Ap-
u;oﬁ, Hill's division comranders placed their men in the works.
gZGEneral Cadmus ﬁllcox s d1V1slon was posted on the right; ils
i;%lank brigade anchored on the Weldon Railroad and its.left on
1cbk:Creék. 17 Brigadier General Willism Mahone's five~brigad§‘din
-on_relleved MaJor General Charles Field's right flank units in the
fplts between Wilcox Creek and Battery No, 29. 18 Two of Major
Qﬁﬁéra~‘ﬂenrylﬁeth's four brigades had acpompgnled the corps to Peters-
i%e brigades (Kirkland's and‘ny‘s) which had accompanied the.

p Petersburg were responsible for the defense of the Rives Saliext.

eral Heth with Davis' and Cooke's brigades had remeined with Plckett

??uﬁowlett Llne: 19

1Lis artillery was placed along the earthworks to the right of the

' guns. Lieutehant Colopei Charles Richardson's‘artillery bat-

°n, le

i ess Lewis! Vlrglﬂla Battery, occupled the R;ves Salient, The

SR [y R

e et A ST S

fI Corps artillery battallons, re_nforcei Oj the Washlnnton Ar-
'Battalion, mounted their guns along the fortifications from the
“9%alex Plank foad on the left to the Weldon Railroad on the rigat. 20

TERR 19 wias Sunday; A brigede historian in Hill's corps recalled,

TR g

& not 42 . o=
i nob disturbed, bubt 1ay and slept or heard preaching as we choss.
_ » ¥ T b

s
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e were in quite an exposed place to the sun, bubt we managed to construct

s a 2 s 21 e
arbors which afforded some protection,! Not sc fortunate, depending
"op one's spirited teeds, were the men of Colonel Daniel A, Weisiger's
_trigade. John Sale of the 12th Virginia noted in his diary: | R

_ Remained in same position which we took last night..
Tts 2 shame that having 3 chaplains, the Brigade can not
nave services al least on the loxd's fay, and mwore €s-~

_pecially when there is no more darger than there is to- |
" day, but they are so careful of their precious bodies
- that they care not for our souls which is their business.
.. No one would expect them to needlessly expose themselves, R w L
. but meny end meny e day one is in position in which there . Ty
 is no danger and they will never come near. Such men can : o
‘do more good with 2 musket than otherwise. Our Chaplain,
_on being asked to do so, did menage to carry a gun for .. . .-
‘about 100 yards and he had no baggege whatever to encumber
‘him,. : - -

“Hill's troops on the 20th remined in or near the works. - Nothihg .

_1hterest occurred to-their front, but off to the northeast, they

23 -

f?oﬁ;d'hear the rodr of artillery.

fThe'advance of the II Corps agrosé the Jerusalem Plank Road on the

ébn of the 21s£ had immediate_reperCussions. General Hill, on learn~

that Barringer's horsesoldiers were in contact with the Yankees east

5 ;t?é,-Wilcox's brigade commanders had turned oub their units. When

"etkﬁ_‘fi.sion moved out, it wheeled into +the Hailifax road at the Lead

{SF§§,§nd‘headéd south., Wilcox called a halt near Globe Tavern, and

e

°N.were scon busy “arranging a temporary breastwork." A number of

s

ger's troopers ceme in and reported'that they had been compelled

Po o T ¥¥Nire by Union cavalry. The cannoneers of McGregor's Virginia Bat- -
L : .

-?:Jﬂfffthrew their 3-inch rifles into battery and shelled the woods

ool the tavern.

rrt

2ports were now received thet the Federal horsemen (Crowninshield's
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‘-; fdétachment)'were retiring. Wilcox ordered his men forward. Crossing the

.F f1e1d the butternuts eritered the pines beyond Dr, Gurlov’s. Skirmishers
::m*e adfanceu, ard Bflga“ler GeneraTs Sarmel MeGowan and E, L, Thomas

*Evaed their brigades by-the.flank along a narrow cart road.

- McGowan's South Caroliniens, as they pressed toward the Jerusalem

iy

-?,i;“k Road, began to wonder when they would meet the foe, - Suddenly there
“ﬁs'a sharp volley anead, Uwhich sent a preuty good shower of balls whiz-—
ng'qver our.heads.“ Here there was a 11ttle clear¢qg on the left of
he;rbad afuzaldng which McCowan advanced, Across thls opening, the South
;oiiﬁians ;aw Thomas' Georglans advanéing in line, The skifmishers iﬁ
¢ cheered lustily and fired freely. Most of the soldiers bhought that
;ﬁa{tle was ab hand, Thomas!' Georglans advanced into the woods beyond,
Q§1£ﬁe tempo of the firing increased., McGowan shouted to his South
‘é iinians, uLie Down!® The tfoops threw themselves down in the duéty
{_"fronting almost at right-angles with the line of Thomas}'brigéﬁe."
he miniés, one of McCowan's veterans recalled, "came ovérrué by
ié,'sometimes quite thickly; but they were very high." At dark.
cé#'récalled his troops._ The diviéibn'retraced its steps, returning

he_sector of the Petersburg defenses from which it had marched ten

e A

i before 2

jThe.next morning, the 22&, when General Lee rode to his right, he

Tmed from the. people at General Hill's headguarters that Union infan-

SR Toa ' _
]F{l“as again pressing toward the Weldon Railroad. Lee, who like all

:3,,,. o ' . ) | . .
.,ﬁ”?a?;captalns believed that Woffensive movements are the foundation

. ? &od defense,® had Hill send for General Mahone. As a civil en-

r 1‘ts'it‘*‘one had surveysd. uhe area and “knew BVBTJ inch of the ground

' *ﬂ_by the tangled chaparral,®



Mzhone. thought he _éaw an opening for a flank attack and asked per-

ion to deliver it. Lee and Hill were agreeable, Instructions were

-’

iS

ec at 1 p.,*. for Bri:radier Generzl J. C. C. Sanders and Colonels
Iw el .Ielslger and William Gibson te hold their units rea.ay to move
mit in light marching ordér at a2 moment’s notice. To hold_the rifle-
€T i - .' T . P 1 ] 3 : 9""
s vzcated by these units, Mahone's two other brigades (Finegin's
and Harrls’) wers to e”{tepa to the left and right. One of Welsiger's . -

VI ans observed, "Bveryone instantly commenced surwizing where was

“oJm probable destination. No ones / sic / knows it, everyone could
.

form some‘-i.dea: that it met a fight,®

l At 2 o'clock Mahone passed the worclJ and the three brigades took

up the march. To screen his abproach from Feqera,l pickets, Mahone -led

hl troops up the hollow through which WJ.]_COX Creek meanders. As the

hi:\ of the colwnﬁ approached Johnston's farm, Manone was delighted to

“1%rn from his scouts that the Unilon geherals had blundered, The ever

.’Iening gap that had opened between the left division of the II Corps
T‘fc.ncl the rlght division of the VI Corps had been spotted by the greyclads.
: }

: cne determined to capitalize on the Yankees' mistake, While aides -
ried to the rezt to urge ‘r:he men forward, ‘Mahone deployed and advanced
}’~ S’ﬁarpshoo-ter pattalion, Moving inbo the woods béyond, the sharp-
8 oters established contact with Barlow's skirmisﬁerjs. In acéordanc_e
}:_”'1 t;he ini'orm_ation supplied 53; his scouts, Mshone formed his three

R
Yters' Alabamens and Gibson's Ceorglans in front Welsiger's VlI‘gl‘ﬂlaPS

c2des into la.rre of battle in the field fronting Johnston's house—

(")

I The cannoneers of the ist Maryland Battery, who had accon-
f"'lied ¥ahone's. colurm, threw their four 12-pounder Napoleons into bat-~

v on Zanderst left, Wh 1le the soldiers were moving into their batile

.
B A 4

PSS ——
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'Nﬁbrmationq they could heaf scattered shots and shouts in the pines to

" their left and frout. This told them what Mahone and his brigade com~

il

~ders already knew, they had geined a position on the II Corps! left
2 . }' Fa . £ _

“and rear.’

_f;*EBhone.now waved his men forward., As the long battle line entered

ine woods, Weisiger moved his brigade into position on Gibson's right.
G 2 _ P - g

?Eéiﬁérs' Alzbamans on the left were’the.first'to méke contact with

25

*?éw’s II Corps division.

s e g AR TR

Wilcox had been ordered by General Hill to co-operate with Mahone.

n the previous afternoon,the "Light Division" left the protection

e v AR

‘To?ded by the earthworks and hiked down the Halifax road, Once agasin,

eaching Globe Tavern, Wilcox turned his column eastward. As the

i ?idn.approached the woods, Wilcox called a brief halt, Skirmishers

“é_deployed and thrown forward. Mc(Gowan's sharpshooters screened the

“ithin a few moments, Union resistance stiffened. The dense pines

b

SECL AT ' . :
-7 Wnderbrush, along with the absence of any commanding elevations,

Bt

'? ii#“i savege combat with Wilcox's sharpshooters, Ricketts!' skir-

¢ had gained perhaps 100 yards. The officer in charge reported

Ao
O

PELE

A by 0 b R e e g i m it
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“that he could advance no farther unless General Wright was willing to

. eommit his battle lines. This, Wright was not prepared to do without
veadels sanction. All that he had seen and heard, however, satisfied

  §?ighﬁ'that the Rebel skirmish line did not extend very far nofth of

"tna Qlobe Tavern road, Orders were therefore given for Russell to re-

" deploy his skirmishers,so that they would be able to turn Wilcex's

yeft?lank. Vhen he notified Meade of his actions at 2:55, Wright

 1§ nted out, if his "supposition® that the Rebels had only committed

1211 force were corrett,a frontal attack by Rickelis! skirmishers,

njunction with Russell's flanking movement, would -compel the foe

_{ire. According to his people on the left,- their flank.rested.on

;aaomd.Swamp, an impassable barrier. Wright inguired of his chief, "Do
iish me to atback in force?®
ﬁefore Meade could reply, disaster had -engulfed the IT Corps.

:s and Mott's sklrmlshers, closely followed by the battle lines, -

oW aporoachlng the Confederate fortifications. Whlle Barlow was
b t'commuﬁlcatlng with Miles, Mahone's column penetrated the gap that
QPened between Barlow's left and Rhssell's right. The interval bet-

ge.II and VI Cbrps "had become so greal as to'prefent any timely

3 e B BT LA M A B -

A ﬁlligent co-operation." General Wright was first to sense that

e 2T

‘Op?ederates were endeavoring to exploit the blunder on Meade's part

'Imd Caused the corps to lose contact Wright forwarded this in~

B g

lon to Colonel Morgan. Upon receipt of these evil tidings, Morgan

Warﬂ Barlow that his division was in grave danger. Morgan, how-

-ff“as_tOO late, 28
. freceded by a large number of skirmishers, Mahone's battle line

7 30 on Barlow's refused flank., The bubternuts quickly overran

1 e iy i A A
" 5

imm oty e < e Mamagm i B s sk e
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.y}%cncugall’s picket Tlpe, scatiering those who were not killed, wounded,

.qr captured, Pr8551ng on, the Rebels essalled NecDougell's battle line
.::\%gthe front, flanﬁ, and rear., Moroney shoutea for his brlgade to rush
£g ﬁecDougall's'assistance; It was like trv1ng to sweep back the tide
-huyﬁlgre Breom as the grim, greyclad infantry drove ahead. First,'MacDougell's

d tkeﬂ Moroney's brigades dissolved into -'panic~stricken mobs. Fach sol-

- ...,M_A., m- .,v.‘_-l_-,_‘,f.‘_»ﬁ-v- -"?'“f
: e S
% , k

: 1ntent on saving hls own skin, thought only of regaining the safety

. breastworks. = . - : ' b

5

ﬁs he gallopea through the pines, Colonel horgen sighted remenents of o
eral shattered regiments fleelng before Mahone's onslaughu.' He called
for he men to re-form on their colors, but the men refused to heed; shout-

n 29

ng nat their units "hed been 'captured! or !cut to pieces’.!

arlow, as soon as he learned that ReeDougell's and Mbroney's brlgades

een overwhelmed ordered General Miles to have his troops double—qulck

-zw-n,n.-.—-.. :a@.\wv-_ I YN --r‘-‘:ra\.g\‘-.;.}

to ﬁhe riflenpits frbnlvhlch.they_had advanced. Miles was to deploy

§ brigade and attempt. to re-establish contect with the VI Corps. As

%&f;blueCoats hurried to the rear, the Confederates closed in on

._brigade. Captain Burton H. Davis of the 66th New York, whose

i
i
7
i
i

3?§§nd between his New Yorkers and the brigade battle line, He bel-

efbr évery man to fend for himself., It was evident to Colonel Fraser

e A TR A T

i i P Tt S

iﬁié_brigade was in a precarious situation, Orders were given for the
??zté ebiiéue to the left to meet_the onrushing Rebels. The regiments
.e19¢t of Freser‘s line panlcked Fraser, seeing that it wae hopeu g.i
A2 Temaﬂn where he was, passed the order to retire into the rifle-

§_ ; ~'f'fS the Yanks faced toward the rear, they came under a SCabhlﬂg

LT Like da roucﬂll's apd Moroney's brigades, Fraser's collapsed in

12
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f;; zce of Mahone's slashlng assault on 1ts left, 30

e, it

"~ In the w:ld rebreat, 2 large nurber of Feaera}.s, 1nclud1n&; Colonel
_ }'.:'aser, were surrounded and captured., The survivors emergsd from the
vocds and reached Bhe breas tworks shortly after Miles! grim vetefans
yed filed into position. hssisted by Colonel Morgan, Barlow struggled
fr.antically to re-form his three shattered brigades. ~ As the general

sought to calm the men, he heard them spesk of "overwhelming numbers®

o G s

: of Rebels and "three lines of battle." These tales, he discounted.

E'-;efore' Barlow could réorganize his shattered brigades, a Confederate

.‘._'bgtt_le'line (FJeisiger!s Virginians) debouched from the pines and.ad-

A S iz e e,

“wvanced against the breastworks. Miles! troops held; the attack was re-

- ,p‘-:'ls‘ed.- As the Virginians retired, Miles ordered the 2d New York Heavy

',":_:""-ﬁ.t‘tllle:rvy to follcm Mopping up the area in front of the barricades, the
‘\e,; Yorkers bagged L0 Rebel stragglers. 31

0 It was mid-afterncon when Colonel Tldball was notified that Barlom's

‘:'_Ql‘?“-ﬁ ot had broken., To help stabilize the situation, marching orders |
_V_"M*'e 1ssued to the Lth New York Heavy Artillery and Battery K, Lth U. S.
: Ligr N AA mllery The battery moved oul at a trot to the field where
'.‘Mles‘ footsoldlers were taking position in the r:Lfle-plts. Unl:.mber-»

'.‘.x & _thé tuo Napoleons of the right section, the regulars shelled the

L ed to their front, 32

o '-__.Eean*f:hilé, Sanders' Alabamans and C-ibson's Geor.gians had moved against
' .:EA";:'%’&‘S lefﬂ, which had been uncovered by the rout of Barlow's division.
'S left flank brigades (Cheplin's in advance and Madillls in support)
tei nable ﬁo adjust to an attack from an unexpected direétion. It was

TOlling up & carpet, The Union officers involved made little effort

“4ge front to meﬁt Mahore's onset Subsequently, General Mott re-

33
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.-.g&wicker men eﬂgulzed his left

hloﬂg Mott's skirmish llﬁe, the

i favid S; Root was shocked and dismay

“to bheir heels.

ibbon s.llne ran hort

ang‘rén‘éasf and west,

At this time there wes almost

lpéiled, tRetreat It

Meanwhile, Mott's two advance brigs

gsoldiers of the Spr.lchlﬁaﬂ at 2 p. m,

no a0u1v1uy'to their front. Captaln

ed to see Barlow's skirmishers take

To keep his men from being gébbled up by'the Rebels,

des (Chaplin's and MbAllister's),

iz geined the day's objective had started digging in, DMNeAllister's
rigade on the right was in contact with Gibbon's division. In reaching
ﬂnﬁfébsition, ¥eAliister's right flank regiment, the 1st Massachusetts
_.Aftlllery, had had a number of men cut down by Rebel snipers. While
and south the llne McAllister's troops were'foru1~
While entrenching, the brigade "suffered much
4%6mft§e énémy's_fire; bdﬁh artillerﬁ and musketry." 'Near-arknoll on
}kﬁlliéier’s left, the soldiers found the soil so hard that they héd'to

g rifle-pits with pick end shovel, as it was impossible to chop or drive

=Cblonel.0haplin‘s troops occupied the area to McAllister's left. AL

Ench but they had made lzttle progress. The soldlers were under-

ﬁaojy startled by the sudaen crash of small-arms VOlleys off{ to their

" A few minié balls now whlsoled in from the rear. Dropping their

,:;:-. . . . . . , cein
“fenching tools, the bluecoabs snatched their rifle-muskets. Within

{8 it o R .
¥ mimtes, soldiers from Barlow's division charged toward Cheplin's,

P rlne

=2

"The Rebels are in our renr'h

Chaplin called for his officers




/

. ""— “‘““‘”"- v

“{o.form their regiments for battle. While the .soldiers. were dressing their

“1ines, Gibson's Georgians sent a volley crashing into their rear. The
e gade faced about, but the panic was contagious, and Cheplin's iroops

“"g).};g._ Moving to the right a short distance, the brigade rallied behind

';s_.'bre'as'twork thrown up by other troops.

- Colonel I\IcAfilister had established his command post near the angle,

‘fifsi, MeAllister and his staff believed the heavy firing off to the

P - it

au —. ww»- -J»fas:iwsz-v, T .m—«ﬁ, - :‘v'«_— e~,.;¢,~¢<~_-r‘7:~ﬁ--. P

resulted from Bd,rlow advancing h}.s l:me As the roar amd s’qouts
; nearer, McAillstc-r had second thougnts and called hls men to at-

té.htxp_n._ "Wery soon, ™ he recalled, ha retreatlng mass of the First

.\f_’ls_iori' came running along in my rear, with the rebels on their flank
It wes impossible for the 2d Brigade to open fire without

fﬁﬁi"\'r'xg' dovm theii:- comrades. Ti‘vlth the retreat of Chaolln s brlgade,

ng the mthdrawal of the S%h Michigan., McAllister had only one

éf}ﬁ(_:ﬁed. Upon reaching the I‘lfle-—-plbs 5 Mcﬁlln.ster and his officers

,- e T

e

Té"e 'Con_federates so far had scored heavily--Barlow's division and
g Hott's commend, except the G Michigan and the 1st Massachusetls

“rtillery, hed been sent reeling back through the pines. Mahone

L TEESXed hig grim fighters agzinst the fortifications held by Gibbon's

)
R

1
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Cgivision. Gibbon's bluecoats, unlike Mott's and Barlow's, had held their

" ground on June 22. Two brigades, O'Brien's on the left and Pierce's on
“the right, defended the advence line of rifle-piis facing west, while

' :f§laisdell's brigede supported O'Brien's and Smyth's Was poéted behind

“plerce's.

LA

The cannoneers of the 12th New York Battery had unlimbered their

ar 3-~inch rifles in the interval between O'Brien's and Pierce's bri-

es, . Capbain McKnight and his artillerists had spent the morning

tféngthening*this emplacement. The 4th New York Heavy Artillery and

attery A, Tst Rhode Tsland Light Artillery having returned o -the
ﬁiiiery park, near Jones' house, Colonel Tidball reinforced McKnight's
ttéf%f; with a detachment from the-Ath.New York, The ex—heavy.artil; :
éﬁé were turned to fashioning.gabions. Aboﬁt noon a four-gun Con-
édéfate battery emplaced in Battery No. 29 roared into action. Shells:
?SFKWith uncanny acceuracy above MbKﬁight's position, as well. as the -
%}bi‘;s to the artillerists' left and right. McKnight had his men

aﬁEEjﬁhe'embrasures so that their pieces-wbuld'bear on'Battefy.No;‘

nceneral.Pierc;, learning what the New Yorkers were doing, sent word
MeKnight to reburn the Rebels! fire. At 2 p.m. the Yanks put their

An action, The greyclads replied with eight cammons. To make mab—

559Pe emberrassing for the bluecoats, sharpshooters had infiltrated

iEp

foeds to their front, and banged away whenever a head popped above

Preastworks. General Pierce, who was at the battéry,_saw that

-&h? and his men were hard-pressed. Hoping lo relieve the pressure
"{"'. :'.E- New v . . . s , ioht of
E8sw York artillerists, Pierce galloped to the extreme right o

J_‘icwde. Here where his brigade anchored on the plenk road, the
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ist New Jersey Light

2

g g;aeral halled Captaln A, Judson Clark of Baotery B,

"g:;all T 's battery.m

Clark was ‘told "o open at once on the enemy
2 began to hammer the Rebel patteries

'ren Clark gave the word, hls me

wi h shot and shell from thelr Napoleons.

:jGeneral Plerce relned up his horse, while he gauged the effect of

£ the occasional report of a rifle-

_£13r4 s opening rounds, Now instesd ©

off to his 1eft there came the terrlble fullutbroateo roar bthatb

Plerce thot a batile had opened. As Pierce rode down hlS 1ine Lo~

ard the 12th New York Battery, he found the road Jammea with frlghtﬂneo

Y

Pierce called for the officers to rally
37 |

“g es from Mottts divislon.

heir men benlnd the works occupied by Blaisdell's brigade.

N -

O'Brien's brlgaoe had been subgected to

29

ZThe rifle-pits defended by

.'s bombardment by Confederaue guns emplaced in Batteries Nos.
£ the wheatfield fronting

and: 32, before the men plcgetlng the far side o

trenches sent. word that a Confederate skirmish line had been sighted

to ne;r left front. From.hls command post near the brlgade s left

iy S AP AN SR

Jor OfBrien now sighted Sanders' Alabamans advan01ng through the pines

O'Brien was dismayed to see

féht'bf Mott's sector, Moments later,

tils division digintegrate. A staff-officer pounded off to warn Gen-
1 Gibbon that the, division to his left had ebandoned its position
: 38 .
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was in wild retreat.
Within ten minutes, canders' battle line came surging across the

&§field, G1Brien's bluecoats, in conjunction with the 1st Massachu-

, P "“Ygi‘f-l; fu |
[ '0ris Heavy Artillery and the Shh Michigan on thelr left, beat Off chis

Fros
Arong e
n?al assault, The Aabamans pulled back, reorganlzed and came on

. Once agaln, they were repulsed. Meanwhile, Mahone'!s center and

to meet this chellange to his left

O'Brien,

T e

)
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I;aﬁd rear, pulled his left flank regiments (the 69th Pennsylvania and the

‘-152d New York) out of the rifle-pits and filed'them to the left oblique.
:,fSeveral volleys delivered at pointblank range by these units caused the

ohfederates.to recoil,

SERPUSEHFARIPSE Y

Word now reached O'Brien that MbKnighf‘s guns were in danger. When
¢ gained h1s rzghb regiment, the 724 PennSJTvanla, O'Brien found the
ﬁldlers closely engaged Wlbh Sanders‘ Alabamans to their front. He re-
a;ned wlth the 72d until it had repulsed thlS}ftﬂe third frontal attéck
hé_on the brigade. While O'Briea was thus eﬁployed, GibSon'é'Georgians
ited the 1st Massachusebts Heavy Artillery and the ${hpﬁbhigaﬁ_from the
3£1é~pits to the left of the 2d Brigade, From the proteciion afforded
'%hese earthworks, the Georgians sent volley after volley crashing into
he 69th Pennsylvania and the 152d New York, These two regiments gave
:in cbﬁfusion, ‘Havirg broken the é?th Pennsylvania and the 152d New
fork, Mahone's butternuts outflanked and smashed the 184th, 106th, and
ﬁmmﬁwaua.Bg | | |

Ceptain leKnight, ab the time of the Rebel assault on O'Brien's

Tigade, bellowed for his cannoneers to enlarge the embrasure of his

-plece, Openiﬁg fire with canister, the New Yorkers enfiladed and

E;§€d repulse the initial frontal attacks on O'Brien's infantry to

i

eir lefﬁ McKnlght was unable to employ his other three 3-inch rifles

uxnst the Rebel 1niantry to hls left, because the embrasures faced -

S TR P R

fﬁﬁry Ho. 29,to his right., The artillerists learned that-dlsaster
':L?V%ftaken the units to their left, when infantrymen came running

;%si-their emplacemeﬁt, crying; e are flanked on the left; the left

P07 Brokentn

.T

2e brave gunners marning the left piece, however, held their ground
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@u;senu rouna after roand of canlster and case-shot withoul fuse ripping
e,o the Confeaerates, until tne 728 Penrsylvanla collapsed. The butter-

HJwﬁ snorwed down the aoehaored rlflemplts and p3"nued Sucﬂd of colors

‘tne parapet protectlng the left 3~inch rifle., A Reoe? offlcer called

fm;thercannoneers to surrender. In a final efiort to seVe hlS guns,

iYn¢gnt ordered, "Fix prolonges!® It wes too late, for

:iet sergeant.

The 1st Minnesota to the battery s right broke on seelng C!Brien's
megade_fall to pieces, The t“oops were ouzckTy rallied by their officers
fired'one volley, before teking to their heels a second time, Iieu-
eﬁﬁ-ﬁenf& D, O'Brien of the st Mirmesota collected a handful of his
Q_301ned Captaln NcKnlght end several of the artlllerlsts in a

’gcle to save the rlght 3~1nch rlfle. Just as the Yanks were affix-
r010nges, the Confederates poured in a “heaVy volley,™ kllllng the
Sergeant and several men who were nulllng the plece. Simalt aneously,
80515 called for the Federals to give up. Whereupon,_Captain McKnight
?ﬁefor-the men to scatter. k0 |

ﬁsﬁﬁe rede teward_his left, General Fierce inguired e£ the frightened
?S'éncopntered, "hat has happened? |

"éf replied '"ﬁe were flaﬁked it _'.

alerce urged the men of O‘Brlen's‘brlgade to reaform, but in the

Lapﬂ ln their pan*c—strlcken condltlon, ‘the soldlers refused to heed,
LEJ Came- oht on the plank roed most of them were halted and regrouped

of Blaisdell's brigade by Capteln A. Henry Embler of Birney's staff.

W
(N3]

i%“ﬁ nowy 1ecrned from Captain MeKnight of the loss of the four 3-inch rifles.




= An eide was dispatchéd with orders for Ceptain Clark to bring up his teams,

g

'f.-'hich had been sent to the rear, - As soon as the horses arrived, the left

'xI
il

section of Bavtery B, 1si New Jerssy was shifted across the plank road,

‘so it could register on the area where McKnight's guns had been positioned.

Ii’l_ter:ri,_i_xed with the artillerists of 'thé 12th New York Ba‘tt.er;s.r, Pierce
:"_:'encouniered infantrymen of the tst Minnescta and the 1Gth Mairié. Corn-
;_'_ﬁ}alaerable d_ifflcuj_t} was experlerced by the general . in haltlncr the men
“-""_ard geutlrlg them to re-form on their colo*‘s The two reglmenus were de-
.";.ployed across the road, Pierce received another blow as Major .I. Harfis
-::if:‘::}__z_ga;sper of the 15th Massachusetis 'rode up and reported that the Confeder-

ates (Weisiger's Vlrgmla ns) had come up in his rear and captured most

T -wm“- m'ﬂ-_ﬂvw ’ - i

: oi‘hls 'regiment. Grave fears were voiced by Hooper that the regments

o the left and right of his unit (the 19th Massachusetts, and the 42d,

'5:'%-?1;_'&:1& #2438 New York) had also been gobbled up by the onrushing Rebels,

" When called upon to surrender by the butternuts, ‘these regiments had
_'-EZ‘OiII'ded their arms and surrenderedrtheir colors, ..Much d.ifferent was. the
,-‘monduct oi‘ the 20th hassc.chusetts, the unit to the right of the 5%1'} New
Captain Henry L. Patten, taking advantage of a slight turn in the
r‘eastmrks, had his reglment execiute a partlal change of i’ront thus
_:'i}cnecklﬁg any farther admnce by Mahone's brlgades up the mi‘le-«plts
'..-_x‘““w*‘d the plank road.

General Cﬂboon at this hoLr joined Pierce. The d_“LVlSlOI’l comands

R A
an chcted Plerce to advance a strong skirmish line--the 1st bf;rsnesota.

3% 8th New York Heavy Artillery) from Blaisdell's brigade and told

s
.

'¥TCe to recapture McKnight's battery. The two fresh regiments were

©reied on the left of the 1Gth Meine. As soon as the men were in position,

L0

l ?f‘% then called up two small regiments (the 155th Ngw York Infantry and
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3pr1erce launched hls counuerattack

Bw, this time, },ahone had been relnforced by Bmgadw er General Nathaniel
rrig! brlggae,- one of the two that had been left behind when the division

7.‘moved ouu, and a section of guns manned by Clm:uer's Vlrglnla Battery.

S ’iar"‘ls and his Mississippians were advancca by l\”ahone and told to hold

Qntq the captured gung and rifle-pite, while Sanders, Gibson, and Wei-.

éli:'g_erf re-formed their brigades and detailed fati:rue -'parties' to col]_ec:t
ares and accoutrements tnro\m aviay bJ’ the Feder'—_ls in thelr wild flight.
rge detachments were organized-to suarc the hundreds of bluecoabs cap-

ed;_-duriﬁg the advance.

‘The counterattacking bluecoats drove to within 100 yards of the cap-

Ted guns, before the 1st Minnesota became hotly engaged with Harris' : (

ssissippians posted behind ‘breastworks. One of the skirmishers re—

#?d to Pierce that the Rebels had drem off the cannons and were in
"50_1‘0.8 behind our works.™ N o : .
"ché;'ptain Embler now galioped up, and he informed Pierce thal the troops
had re~formed on the plank road were coming up. Pierce had Embler form
xem.as_ai second line. The charge was sounded, and thé‘ "lines went forward
'thié,'ﬁlill_until within fifty yards of the wérks, vhen they received a
l;?“lley f£om the enemy." Whereupon, the first line bioke, rushed through

£econd, C&I‘I’:ylng part of it away It required the greatest exertion

t"e pe.rt of Pierce ard his staff to cneck the rout.

_vust as Pierce succeeded in re-formj_ns: h1< bdttWG llnes, Colonel

f@?ell reported to him with the 170th and 1824 New York. Pierce told

: ““w=dell to have his units take post on the right and left of the second

“'-‘;5-“3. T 2 . . . . . - ’
§ - % ¥hile Pierce was conferring with Blaisdell, Captain Walter Gale
"Y' SoMn the line with orders from Ceneral Gibbon to attack immediately.
¢ . : i
T Ilrst charge on Harris' Mississippians had breken from right to

i
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Efleft, Pierce dlrected Lleutenant Ansel L. White of his staff to go to thse

ghu wwnh_a few men and ascertain the whereabouts of the 20th Massachu—

sstts, which was said to be holding its own astride ihe works., FPlerce

_Qf}mped to connect with the 2th Mﬂssachusetts,:ﬂget a flank firve on the

‘¢nemy, and £ill the works in succession from the right....".

Before Pierce could perfect his arrengements, Captain Embler gal-

' ;lopéd up and handed him an order signed by General Gibbon placing him

Q ééder arrest, b1

'Colcnel-Blaisdell, who superseded Ceneral Plerce, assailed the

'11331581pnlans but he was repulsed. Gibbon in relieving Pierce main-

talned that his fallure to counterattack promptly had enabled the Con—
feﬁerates to cement their grip on the caplured earthworks. Unless

feaV1ly relnforced Gibbon wes now . of the opinion. that. it would be im-

i:ﬂpcssible ‘for his battered division to recover the lost ground b2

iColonel Tidball was distressed to learn of the loss of MbKnlght's
fQTo stablllze the 51tuatlon, two batteries (Battery A, 1st Rhode '
I=*"9-n<:1_a:r1ci Batterles C and I, 5th U. S. ) were rushed from the Jones!
;mﬁse:artillery park to Mbtt's—3551stancef"The‘guns rumbled down a

‘lfoad and were thrown into battery behind the breastworks in which

5f§$vt's infantry had taken cover. A short distance in froat of the _

§}£1catlons were the pines out of which Mazhone's butternuts had

2d the Third'Division. Hardly had the trails of his six Napoleons
ﬁf'“£‘ the grcund before Lleutengnt James Cilliss! regulars were en-

“?ﬁ? in 2 duel with the 1st Marylend Battery ot range of 300 yards.

"ier firing about 50 rounds, the Federals gained the upper hend and
| b3

e . . . .
" vonfederates brought up thelr teams and withdrew their guns.

M the tine that the Con¢ed°1¢tes were sweeping all before ihem,

L2
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five betteries wére positioned along the plank road. bl The cannoneers

" of the 11%h Battery; New York Light Artillery at dusk moved their four

_)_lnch ri Iles into position to the right of Captain Clark's Napoleons, L5

jSeweral hours later, the 6tn Battery, Meine Light Aru111ery'was advanced
b6 |

3H,nd relieved Clark's exhausted cannoneers.

. General Meade, as scon as he learned that the II and Vi Corps hed

neountered the foe, got in touch with Generals Werren and Burnside,

':fqhould the Confederates be present in strength, the V and X Cocps were

foate e

_;q be_ready to advance zgainst the fortifications to their front or rush

PR

rons

iﬁfdrcements to the left, 47
fReplying, Warren notified Meade that his two divisions nearest the plank
Pad?(GriffinESJaﬁé AyreSf)';, would each send a brigads. Warren was of

he p'inion that it would be wiser for him to send men to bolster the

ef't father than assail the works to his front. Because of ﬁhe con-

Meade at 4 p.m wrote Warren’that he had better mass his two reserve

-:b“lgades behind G“lflln's Teft. ‘The IT Corps in the fighting had been

'?}”bken and hurled back. Counterattacks, however,'had checked the Con-

E??rate surge., If the Rebel generals commitied aqdltlonal troops, the

£ . ] . . e
"jﬂcrps would require massive assistance, The commander of the relief

L9
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‘3U~n was to reporu to General Birn ney near Jones' house.

‘Twenty mirubes later, the sitvation along the II'Corps‘ front had .

e

BB loraued to the point, where Meade messaged Warren to send the two

r 50

b

2y
Lrh

“r<Zades Mon the double~quick.!

jas)

E )

The two V Corps brigades (Colonels Nathan T. Dushane's and Jacob




iSweitzer's)_moved out smartly at 5 pi.-m. t Jones! house, they were meb

oo 4—;-.4:.»,»-«::\1:«&6&
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by several of Birney's staff-officers. Dushane's Marylanders were con-
sueted to Barlow's support, while Sweitzer's brigade were massed behind

51

: C*obon_ s secltor.

Along the front beld by Wm_gnt's VI Corps there had be n heavy
e‘{:?:_r'm.i.shimng throughout mich of the afternoon betwesn Unlon skirmishers

- and Wilcox's shar 'shooters. News that disaster had overtaken the II
p L

B A, .

5._Corps ceused ergqt to issue msw‘uctlons for his units to pull back

"','uo positions held in the morning. Thls would eoaole him to re-cstao] ish

R

comact with the IT Corp\_». As Russell's ‘division on the right retired,

rorint

“ O”ders were given by Wright for Wheaton to rush his reserve brigade
(ﬁalller s) "to Russell's rlght to re-enforce him or Barlow.! Before
the order was received, General Grant on the rlgnt of Tmheaton's battle

.-_"'11ne recel.ved orders to relnforce the division sklrmsh line with

':falker’s Bautallon of the ch Vermont hhen Pa.cketts' dlv:Lsz.on on .

‘?he‘r rlgnt started to pull back, Grant's Vermonters dicd lnkew:Lse.

"’.'Ql"de'rs now arrived for Grant to march to Birney's a351stance, but they

""?_-*fﬂ re 1mmedlate1y countermanded, and the "Green Mountain Brigade! took’
posltloa near_?-:’illiams' house and entrenched., The 3d Vermont wes thrown
'___",?ﬁt to picket the area from Walker's left to the Jerusalem Plank Road.

i 5125 p.m, the VI Corps troops were back: where they had been in the

- ‘.-;-x-/w--w—v'wi-—-wov‘ - I o ;-IMWI\M»‘-;-«-W‘ b e, A i
v g
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Vilcox's snaros‘loouers followed 1Iright ts VI Corps skirmishers &s

*7 withdrew, 4s they closed in on the breastworks into which the Yanks

R
f =l

i retired, the Con.federates were received with a galling fire. Never-

! .
L

L UEE8S, the Reoels pressed on, only to be reoulsed with considerable

The historian of McGowan's st arpsnootm bat uallon recflled:

‘ - B - . — ‘-‘-*‘—“-'-A
e

e
R




Captain L'Wllllam H. _/ Brunson,,.received a painful
wound in the foot, which caused him to retire, and from
which he was disabled for some two months. The command
of the battalion, therefore, desclved upon Captaln
/ Ipﬁlaucmh7 Hasell, who dropped back to a safe positlon,

lrom which he conbtinued to fire and contented himself
. with holding the Federals close under their guns.

.. -

After the VI Corps had fetired, orders were received from Meade

'_aﬁMOrizing'Wright_to hold his advance position. Writing Meade at 5:25,

E:% right dﬁsefved he considered his "present position, on the whole, the
 etter of the two for defensive purposes, though rot for attack.™
.5-“Indeed # he conbinued, Man atitack from my presc1t lines would be
éfy'injudicious," as the VI Corpé would be compelled to éarry the works
‘xsﬁstructed earlier in the day.
:_heade, upon. belng notified that the two V Corps brigades were on the

*eld' 1ssued orders for Birney and wrlght to “make every arransament for

AN

Btacklngﬂ w1th thelr entlre corps. The counterstrokes were to be launched

5

fa?:q'clock,orAas soon as they were ready..

vUpon receipt of Meade's message, Wright sent for his three division
Iﬁanders to give them the1r instructions, He‘was afraid however, he
crned Meade at 6:10 that his troops would be unable to advance at the

~ﬁ631cnated hour.56 ) -

The IT Corps moved out first, Glbcon om the rlght advanc1ng at: 7:05.

AR

i
_:*ﬁrlow on the left took up the advance several minutes later. Because of

“*deﬂse woods, BarlOW'employed a 'heavy Sklrm”sﬁ line." By 7:25 Moti

tarted forward, employing thm same formation as Barlow.

R

O

Glboon on.the right reported thet he had found the Confederates and

g gt

N
Yy (Harrist Missi551pp1ans) were in such force as to preclude an attack.

€L 2

Do $ and Barlow's reinforced skirmish lines encountered only isolaved

LTt

. “sis of Confederates, as they drove back into the pines. On the right

e L . s o e

o | L5
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- Yottls sklrmlshers cnarged across a cornfle1d and took cover in -the edge
of the woods, while Barlo&’s on the left gained 400 yards, before dark-
ness phu a stop to the claqn of arms along the IT Corns' front. 58
General Mahone by 7 20 p.m, had checked with his brigade commanders.
”51nce establlsnlnc contact witn Bar$0w's skirmishers, his troops had
 ro.led bac& the II Corps Mmore Lhan . 2 mile to his trenches on the plank
' Lréad." Four 3~1ncn rlfles, along with a large number of small-arms and
?fehtrencnlnc tools had been captured. So far, over 1“600 prisoners had

i;been-COunted. Scouts, who had made thelr way tqrough the pines, had re—

turned with information that the position into which the Federals had

“retreated was "strongly fortified." Relaying this information to Gensral
AR gL ying

1

j:37361*11{«1%101:16: reported that he had re-formed his division in the captured

riﬁlé}pits, within 300 or AOO yards of the plank road. Several Union
CQﬁﬁteréttacks, which hé_described’as‘feeble, had been repelled., Gen-

éi_WilCOx’s division had finally come up, but with darkness closing

in ﬁi was "too -late to push farther.® In addition,'"a change of pro-

ame of mode of attack would be necessary." Mahone was of the opinion

2% it would be unwise for the Confederates to hold on to the ground

j5"15-1'3.3.dlby his troops. 7

e R BB AT Y AT

' Hill accordingly issued orders authorizing Mahone ard Wilcox to re-

]

S _ ° _ . 7
¢ into the Petersburg perimeter, Before doing so, however, they wers

60

TRy

iﬁeé_that their wounded were collected and evacuated.

At 10 p.m. Mahone recalled his four brigades. Covered by Harris!

issippians, Mahone's column returned bo the position held before

m
1%

tlack, The division, as evidence of its sweeping success scored
s expense of the IT Corps, brought with it McKnight's four 3-inch

TUREs, over 2,000 stand of arms, and eight battleflags. 1,742 Union
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_ 3! house, on the Jerusalem Planik Road.

risoners were escorted into the Confederate llnes by ardetachment led by

61

Syt

=hone'’s inspeotorwgeneral.
By the time, Wright's corps moved forwerd, Wilcox had recalled his
sharpshooters. On the right Russell's division, supported by Ballier's

;rigade, reoccupled the breastworks on which the soldiers had been work-

62

S

_ing at the time of their recall. Ricketts’ bluecoats "moved'forward
very handsomely.gnd'carried~the'enemy's'advanco position with little

" yesistance." Pushing on, the Third Division continued to forge ahead
5 b b

tlll darﬁness compelled Ricketts to call a halt, As soon as 1lines could

be adJusted and outposts established and manned, ~the soldlers stacked

.thelr arms and begaq erecting breastworks. When he checked with his
_jStaff Ricketts was dellghted to learn thal his lelslon had gained

[almooa—two-mlles. 63 Grant!s and Bldwell‘s brigades of Wheaton's divi~

sion co-operated with Ricketts.

" Grant’s Vermonters were strengthening the rifle—pits nesr Williams!

o;bouse, when the command to advance was passed. is the brigade moved for-
':*”rﬁ, steps were. taken to cover Ricketts! left Tt was 11 D.H, when Grant
IPUSted ‘his troops in good posltlon, about one mile east of the Weldon

: R“llnﬁad. The Lth Vermont was deployed as pickets to cormect with the

fb of Walker's line of outposts. Bidwell's brigade had shifted to
ihe right and followed in close supporting distance of kicketts! soldisrs.

_ Cannoneers‘a3515ned.to three VI Corps artillery units (Battery E,

éﬁi'the Lth Battery, Mzine Light Artillery) emplaced their guns in support

ff Hickettst division, near Williams' house, 65 he men of Battery A,

b5b ) . T
¥ Messachusetts Light Artillery unlimbered their six Nepoleons near

66

13 Rhode Tsland Light Artillery; the 3d Babttery, New York Light Artillery;

bl




The recall of Wilcox's division disturbed the men of McGowan's Sharp-

shooter Battalion, It was theorized t‘nat fhe_ ?‘failure of the Light Divi-
on to abtteck may have been part of the program; to hold Wright while
Imone sklrmea Birney."

When Tﬂirlch*'s men moved out at dark, tne sharpshooters, who were
lyva ng the Light Divisi on as it puJJ ed back, found themselves in .
deadly peril. For a few minutes, it seemed Lo the Rebels that the
I.uecoats would reach the Globe Tavern road to their rear, if so their

treat would be cut off. According to the urit historian:

The darkness was intense and the underbrush thick and
tangled, yet, when the purpose of the foe was discovered,
the sharpshooters delivered a stinging volley and made a
dash for the road, with the Federals upon each flank and
close upon their heels. A furious race ensued, in which
a number of vicious curs from the Federal llnes partici-~
pated, but the light weighted, clean heeled Confederates
won by helf a neck, and made good their escape....

straggled jinto my line just after dark. He was still pant-
ing and laughing. "L - d G - alt said he, “you ought to see
them fat Yankees run. ‘They run arter me, a-hollin' 'Stop you
d - ¢ rebel! Cul off the d - 'd rebelst! I heerd 'em blow.
Say I to myself, tYou too fat Yankee! TYou get too much to
eat over your side., You don't catch me!! And you ought to
'a seed me. as I slid past em!'™™ 68

I ®One 1ittle sharpshooter,™ 2 Veteran recilled:
l General Meade was dlsappomted that darkness had put a stop to the

attﬂcx, Just as his Army of the Potomac was recovering the ‘initiative,

1E111g Grant at 9 p.m., Meade obser ved, "On the left and the center

g !E epemy have been pressed back consz_derab?y, on the right no advani-

ge was galned."' The II and VI Corps' lines were now secure, A Mgeneral
Ii'v'e_nce"; had been sbheduled for daylight, and Birney's and Wright's troops
wonld endeavor bo push the Rebels back into their fortifications.. In the

I’U"'S fighting, the Army of the Potomac had taken about 100 prisoners,

he

A

"f;;__ﬁc ab the same bime thought that when all the reporis wers in,

o




;Efu.d £ind that his casualties would be light.
With the situation stabilized, Meade at 9:03 notified Warren that
tne two V Corps br des rusneﬁ to bolouer Birney wonld be returned dur-

It was aiter mldnlgnt before Sweitzer's and Dushane's

“4ng the night.
e 0

LY T

by 10 olclock had made his plans for the next day. His

g rps would attack at 3:30 a.m., in double line of D uile, covered by
) trong s&lrm_sh line, Ricketts! dlvision was to be on the lefi and
sell's divisien, relnforced by Ballier's brlgade, on the rlght

‘s Vermont Brigade would be held in reserve, under orders to
iéfd the 1oft as the bebtle lines surged toward the Weldon Railroad.
“iké]l‘s and Fdwards!' brigades of Wheaton's division were to hold
he}r ground Before ta&lﬂg up the advance, General Russell was to

-rt‘hlmself to llnﬁ up with the 1x Corps on his right. Corps head-

rters would be in rear of'Ricketts‘ division, nmear the Globe Tavern

AR A g A 1
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THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-2%, 186k
- ~ Chapter II . '

Mahone Staggers the 1T Corps
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THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEN PLANK BOAD, JUNE 21-2, 186L

N ' Chepter IIT

General Wright is Paralyzed by the Confederates

Blrne ts IX and'%rlgrt s Vi Corps advanced as scheduled at daybreak
on June 23, 186L, Under the cover of aa*xqegs,r—eneral A, P. Hill hed
*?:}dihdrawn Eahone’s and Wilcok’s-divisions. The Rebels took their cap-
 €$red'booty'and prisoners with thém,' Conséquently, no opposition, ex-

-Lcent on Gibbon's front, was encountered by the blueclaq s&1rmlsn llnes

_a; they pressed ahead. By 6 a.m, Barlow's skirmishers nad galned a

.  ;ilé-without seeing a single Confederate. Cibbon's trocps reoccupled
fé%ﬁﬁe rifle-pits from which theJ had been driven the prevzous afternoon,
:;Ebut‘tney were dlsapp01nted to discover that Manone s butternuts had
Hffhde off with MbKnlﬁnt'S 3~1nch rllles. In froant of Gibbon's left

'”shous had been excnanged as the Federals closed in on the Confederate

P‘Cket line covering Bautery No. 29.
Genﬂral Blrney at 6:35 notified Meade that on the rlght Glbbon had

'ff”fbrced back the Rebel outposts. In this flghtlng: Colonel Blaisdell was

"f z®rta1lJ wounded by a sharpshooter. Mott's. rlght by'thls hour had re-

- -”“""‘"""- i

7330¥ered the earthworks from which it had besn routed by Mahone's onslaught.

_'*t bhﬂ monenu, the IT Corps was contﬁnulnc to advance Yas rapidly as pos-
2

i

e -“-'w -

.isf?le through the dense woods....
#ithin the hour, Birpey was able to report thaet Barlow's left was in
" ”““”Ct with Bussell's VI Corps division. Russell’$ troops, B irney ad-
“lred e sde, had not advanced since daybreak, and Baflow would have to
il his ground £ill they did.  Barlow's skizpﬁshers by this hour had

“irad through the woods and hed reached the sdge of a field, a mile

L
&



in advance of the earthworks occupied by their comrades. ‘To their front,

trey could see spoil and abatis, a sure .in'dication that the greyclads!
zein line of resistance crossed this field, Their advance hed been so
repid that Barlow!s skirmishers had outdistanced those from the _ﬁiv:isions
to their left and right. Barlow, in relajfing this informstion to head-

' 3

any farther "without coming upon the enemy's works.m . SR

By. 8:30 Meade had seen Barlow's communication. On doing so, he no-~

cweilo

: lemrelop the enemy's line,"Meade wanted it done. The corps would then

entrench "in the strongest manner possible.™ b :
I © . 'Meade also got in touch with General Wright. He wented the VI Corps!

commander to detail "a staff-officer to aséertaj_ﬁ' exactly the position of
Berlow's skirmish line...." This information would be used to govern
Ri i . . 5 “,. e i ¥
I_ icketts! and Russell's movements. - o ;
' P[eénwhile, Colonel L;JTnan was writing Meade. He had reached a _porin’c.
._ Ia'mile and one-half west of Williams'., Here the road.-forked , one branch
19“.Ci_ihg to the Weldon }b;ilroad , two miles beyond, and the other north
' Lowerg Petersburg._ Colonel Timothy M. Bryan and his ca*fal_ry had taken
the road leading to the railroad, while Ricketts' division was on the
tner road, his line fecing north, According to Iall that he had heard,
’?-53%11;5 division looked wegt_ A prisoner from Wilcox's division, whom

2 rarched down the Halifex road to Globe Tavern and had then struck

d
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ward across bhe open fields north of Aiken's house,

and Denvilie
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l 321 had just questioned, explained thet the Light Division on the 22d .



1roads General Wilson on June 21 had organized 2 provisional cavelry

‘M
\)
ot

de to be commanded DY Colonel Fryaa. That evening the units assigned

(\"
e
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i
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provisional brigade were detached and rendezvous ab the camp Colonel

¢
ct
[§4

on had established in rear of the V Corps. On the 224 Bryan reported

v

bel
]
g

CeneraT Wright, and deployed his troooe“s to cover the left of the VI

LorDd. OutpOSuS were esuaolwsﬂa and manned on the Jerusalenm Plank and

Testls Mill roads

COWOnel Bryan on the mprnlnc of the 23d had taken the field at the

;ad of two battalions of ine 18th Pennsvlvcw¢a Cavalry. Turning into

i
[
P

the Globe Tavern road, Bryan rode weSuwardw_“is goal the Weldon Railroad.

Colonel Lyman at 10 otclock, having examined Ricketts! and Russsll's

cositions, addressed a cecond note to his chief. He hed found the divi-

sions postea as 1ndlcated in his letter of 8:30, excepb that thelr lines

%
%

uere nrather + crooked by reason of g01ng through thick woods.® Captain

- -

“‘exander M. Beattie of the Bd Vermont with aboub 90_sharpshooters had

:jgéined'the Weldon Railroad, seeing only s few Confederate horsemen 83

o e A T A

they pushed aheéd. After cutiing the telegraph, Beattie had had his men .

'5:pry 10056 a number of rails. Rickebts! left at this hour rested on a

:_l‘ 89 fleld one and one-half miles east of the tracks. Orders had been

'ﬁivalfor Ricketts and Wheaton to see that a line of skirmishers was
€slablished linking Ricketts'.ieft with Beattie's sharpshooters at Globe

e
4

3{
? I’\_.

ngn had also resolved the difficulty beuween Russell and Baflow.

ow and to Iyesume connectlon,

-32¢11 hed been & lLtble in advance of Barl
o “"I‘-«m Lo draw back his r_LGflt flank Sllghb.ly-
Fifteen mimubes latér, General Wrighﬁ notifie__d Meade Thatl all that

t2en and heard indicated "ihe general girection of my line is notb

W
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from right, though it will probably be advanced somewhat " Beattie's

trol had reached the railroad, so Wright inquired, "would it be worth

”cu;.
on 7

I ile to atbempt destroying the road at that point?

It wes noon before Wright's message wes read by Meade. Replying im-—

: I eneral direction of ry line is not far from r:t ght, tnovsr it will pro-

“ 'ba‘oly be advanced some',rhat“ ves unclear, It had been Me_ade's intention
to have the VI Corps press ahead till it encountered the foe, and then

rress the Rebels back into their works, Barlow's skirmishers were

‘knovn to be before the Confederate fortificaticns, consequently, Meade

;.‘_,.'Ii‘elt that Wright should advance his skirmishers as far as Barlow's, and

‘then advance hils battle line. 10

o
l ' Two hours before, , Meade had wrltten Wright that it would be a wise
| grove to put Colonel Bryan's horsesoldiers to work wrecking the Weldon

P‘uailroad on either side of Globe Tavern. An officer had bheen ser;.t to

' IBr‘yen with two wagon loads of tools. 1"

At 11 a.m. a signal ofu.cer posted in a tall tree near. Jones’ ‘spot-

Ited a Confederate column mov:Lno' down the Ha.llfax road toward Wright's

Ilei‘t When he warned U’f‘lght of what could be a dangerous ‘development,
7 :%is:-ade inquired, 'what progress are you ma,m_ng in your advance?" 12
I A stnff-off‘lcer, who had ridden with Bryan's horsesoldiers to the

' Tailroad, was dlsappmnued to discover that Wright had merely deualled

I“"“':“ie of the troopers as pickels to guard his left, When Meads was ap-
Prised of tms, he ordered Wright to "throw out strong parties of the

C’E‘ 21lry on the roa.ds crossing the railroad, in advance of your left,

13
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teel for the enemy,"
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HWright re 11.ed at 12:10 p.m., informing hi

. »

ad 1ate1j, Meade observed that the part of 'wrlght‘s dispatch reading, "the
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is aﬁlea a small force of cavelry to watch his ieft, while dispatbhing
the rest in two co}umns to "feel the enemy, and get information, " At
the time thai Meadel!s lstest two messages had been received, Wright was
en route to see Blrncy Rave arrange an advance, having prev1ous y ordered
ﬁg'picket—line forward.,® Wright was of theVCpinion that the two corps
could ﬁot co—~cperate effectively in an aqunce,LnTess the coﬁmanders
COuld:meetrto coordinate ﬁnelr p_ansg_ In view of Msszde's concern
'.régarding his moﬁements, Wright promised to "continué on with my.own
3co mmand alone, yrithout regarding the connection w1uh any otne* coTps. 14
| Colonel Bryan's column as it rode westward had encountered a‘few
:Reoel horsemen neay Dr. Gurley 8. Dlsmounulng, the Federals drove back -
the butternuts and pushed on toward their objective--the Wéldon Railroad.
Bryan turned hlS wen to prylng up ralls. The wagons w1th the tools hav-
ing failed to snOW‘up, Bryan forwardea a request to erghu to lend him
‘Some, 16
A signal offlcer at 12: b5 31ghted a column of Rebel 1nfanury tat
ieast a mlle long, w1th two batterles of artll}ery, moving out of the
Q”Smy s works along the Welaon rallroaa  Meade, to guard agalnst a
repeat of hnat had occuxred on the 22d, wanted'ergnt to advance hlS
.ets and "push out parties of cavalry, so as to g;ve you...notlce
of the eneny's position as you advance,n 17

Besides‘advancinw his skirmish line, General erghu made several
“6” chnnges in the a15p031tlons of hJs VI Corps brlgaaes. Early in

Lhe day orders were given for Ballier's brigade to move up from the

Teserve and plug = gap that had opened between Russell's and Ricketts!

o~
[N

Jote

7islons. After the brigade had moved to the point indicated, Colonel

Fulller was informed by General Russell that his and Ricketts! troops

»?ju5ted their limes and the opening had closed., The brigade then

7
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1repoft6 to Wheaton's command post near Rlcketts' left. News thet a strong
'A:R ebel column was trampng soLth,causad Wheguon to tell Ba711er to ad\ance
‘-his bluecbats'aﬂd post them on the left of Grant's brlgﬁde, As his troops
1flled into position,- Ballier fonnd that. hlS battle line was within one-
'fpurth mile of Aiken's house and faced west, While the rest of the in-

. fantrymen were turned to throwing up brezstworks, Ballier ordersd out

the 62d New York, with instructions to extend the skirmish line, 18

General Grant was likewlse very busy. Shorily after Beattie and his
séa;pShooters had afriVed on the railrcad, the brigade pioneers were or-
ﬁered out to rip up rails. Next, came a call from Genérai Wheaton "for
2”0 men, properly officered,® to rebort to the brlgade offlcer of the
éayanLieutenant Colonel Samuel E, Pingree. The detall was made from
ﬁéf11th,Vermont, and the men deployed to form a picket line from the
r}ght of the Lth Vermont to the Weldon Railroad. Their mission would

be twofold--besides protecting the pioneers, they ﬁould raintain a con-
nection with the mein force. Soon bthereafter, Grent received a-call for

@fher’detachmenf;ﬁto sﬁppoft the line,® 'Major Cherles K. Fleming of

he%jith'Vermont wes sent -out in charge of this force, which was posted
bout one-half mile in front and to thé left of the brigade. - Thus by
3~p.4_ the strength of the Vermont Brigade had veen sapped by delails
19

ﬁg-éﬂlihe picket lines and for fatigue parties,..

,Bldwellfs orlﬁﬂde of Y¥heaton's a1v151on was held in recerve near

wfﬁﬁlflams' house, while Edwards! continued to hold its position across

S . 2
j:Jerusalem Plank Road. '

A Of Ricketts' men, except those on the skirmish line, were kept

f%*vjed entrenching. <1

f“, ~
The strong Rebel column sighted and reﬂortad by personnel of the

B AS

cormand, . Mshons!s brigade comus
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£2d4%5 and two batteries in motlon down the Helifax road

\sxing cognizance of the hard work of the afternoon of the 22d, had let

tneir men sleep in. Sergeant Jonn Sale of the 12th Virginia reported

5 he "slecu till ten o‘clock ot which time / wew/ were waksd 1o go

on picket. Relieved 2 portion of the &th L‘Vlrglnla_/ Regl. - while on

rost learned thet our Brigade had been ordered to march out.” 22

General Lee, on tezyning that the. Fedsrals were again feelin thelr
3 g EF g

ey toward the Weldon nailroad, had got in touch with the leader of his

11T Corps, A, P, Hill. A strong_column,was to be pushed down the Hali-

fax road, and attempt to dislodge the Union fofce that had reached the

- felaon Railroad at Globe Tavern. 1f fortune continued to smile'on Con-

':fedevate arms, the Yankess might well be dealt another punishing blow. -

Hlll determined to entrust COTﬁbﬂd of the column that was to be

'ordered out to Ceneral Mahorie, W1lcox was still in hot water with his

immediate superior;- because of his failure to co-operate with Mahone in

_the attack'on the II Gorps.' Wilcox. in his defense had cleimed that his

orders from Hill were contrary to Mzhone's battle plan, so he had held

'ﬁbto hls 1nstruct10ns and had accordingly done little to contribute to
QfﬁﬁhE'sweeping_success scored by Mahone's troops at t he expense of the.

SII Corps. 23

Except for the men on plckeu duty, Mahone was acgompanied by his

“entire division, when he took the field at noon on June 23, Mahone's

'tsv“lklno force was mauerlamly jncreased, when Brlcadler General William

% Riridland reported to him with his four»reglwcnt North Carolina ‘Brigade.

Ciften 1 5 i i i
. h*veﬁ marcna?lnv his troops near the Lead onks, Mahone put his six bri-

24
Upon reaching the woods thrse-quarters of a mile north of Globe

P

rarn, Mohone called a halt to form his brigades into double line of

6




lbattle.. I was mid»afternoon-bei‘ore'the. Rebel officers had -completed their
dispositions in the cornfield north of the 'pineé and- were ready to strike.
Covered by a stronm force of skirmishers, the butiternuts drove down the
I1a1lroaa, scattering Beattie's sharpshooters and Grant's picneers. 4&s
scon as thev could collect their wits and regroup, ‘the Federal fOOu-
lsold_iers retired eastward toward Aiken's house. Pressing on, the Con-
fedefates cleared Brya;ﬁ's cavalry from the rightéof»way.' Brj}an‘s horse—
.j_-Isoldie:'c's pulled back along the road leading to Dr. Gurley's. Before be-
,' . I ing routed from the railroad, Bryen reported that his men ha& wrecked a
qugrter mile of track and burned one culvert, 25
I . To cope with this Confedéréte thrust, Wright thought it a good idea
to recall part of Rlc::cetts' division., Ricketis' men would be deployed
.lto assist Wheaton to hold the Army of the Pommac s left flank, Hoping
to gain time, orders were 1ssued for Bx'yan ana his cavalry "to again ad-
" vance and attack anything but a line of pattle," 26
I At 4 p.m. Wright werned Meade that according ’:bo l.atest advices from
~ the front, a second Confederate battle line had crossed the raj,iroad,. on
I the left of the one thet had driven in Beattie's sharpshooters. and Bi"yan's
I cavalry, The way the situation was developing, it looked as if his left

"-’Ol_lld be subjected to major attack, If there were any troops in reserve,

l’*'%de had better put them in motion, becauce the VI Corps' left was wWeax.
For the time being, the forward movement by the VI Corps' Sklr‘m:l_sh line
I oiard the Petersburg defenses had been suSpended Orders had also been
I.igsusd recalling FEdwards' brigade from th_e Jerusalem Plank Road, 27 |
| Upon receipt of Wright's message, Meade fi;‘ed off .a barrage of tele—
l BEnz, Birpey was to notify hﬁ_s rdivision commanders to be prepaved in
Y22 gvent of General"-p{right being obliged to throw ;Dack his left to meel
i
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onding movements so as to withdraw

ytack of the enemy, to make corresp

ne 11ne occuplea last nlght shoula it be necessary 1 28 Warren was
g 20
“brlgedes et once to the Williams house....”™ 7’

zé‘quh tvwo of his ¥ Corps
“take the initiative and attack the enemy 1if, in your

his course is advisable; if not that you w1uhdraw your left

,umk so as bo se“ure 1t.... ~In case his movenﬁnus afieubed hls right,

ht'was to kean Bar;ow 1n;ormed Word that Warren h§d¥been_1nsuru0uea

.. N - )
¥

] end.all_the reinforc ments ne could spare to bolster the VI Corps was

elavéﬁf%o Wright;

erght's pronosal to recall Fdwards! troops was frustrated when .

vedeutes reported, "COﬂ;ederates advancing up. the Jerusalem plank

. Subsequently, it was discovered that this tale was & wild

-

:Wifhin moments'of the receipt3bf'Meade's;A olclock telegram, Warren
conuacted GTlffln and Ajros. _They were told to tur T out thelr reserve

gades~~8neltzer's and Dushane Se Havihg been called out on the 22d,

After being.formed and

fflCerS and men “knew exaCuly what to-do.

o

"

ets bluecoals mQVed ouu, ‘turning into

ered Sweitzer's and Dusran

The V Corps brlaades by 5 4O had*reached

TR 5

h.'Jerusalem.Plank Road.
k] - o ’ 32
113 ams! house. o

eanwnlle, Bryan S cavalrymen had endeavored to delay'Mahone‘s

ce of Harris!

A

1

St}_bﬁt.thpy failed_' Skerlsners covering the advan

&Ssassiﬁpi'Bricade by 5 o!c$ork had drlven the Unlon horsosoldlexs

uPOH the picket llne held by Grant's Verronters, - One of Mez de‘s

icers (Ceptain W. W. Sande rs) was SO dlSﬂusted by tne way the

2 DA R

Spers behaved that he nobified his chief, our cavalry "does nobt now

2 1o be worth any b ng as far es fighting goes." General Wrignt;

un
o
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who Was on_the scene, called for Colonel Bryan to dismount his two bat-

talions of the 18th Pemnsylvania and bt the tvoopers into the rifle-

33

pils.

jeade at 5:L0 notified Wright that the two V Coxps brigades were
neay Williams' house. Siaff—officers had been detailed to post the
34

reinforcements in support of the VI Corps batteries.

The Rebels now assailed Grant's picket line. As soon.as the

. ecevalry had fallen back before Mahone's advance, Major Fleming had had

his men strengthen their position by erecting barricades of fence rails.

53it_was believed by Wheaton and Grant that the foe would assail Fleming's
kfs kirmish line, but the greyclads (Harrls’ W1551531pp1ans) bore to the
f{“"eft around a skirt of woods.® AL The same time, Rickebls auqaaced
”fhls plckets, so they would be abreast of Flemlnv‘s right. The 4Th Ver-
:;ﬁont was. called forward as sklrmlshers and took post on Fleming's left,
fﬁuﬁ the Mississippians swept farther to the left, 01051ng in on the

:'fight of Walker's battalion of the 1ith Vermont.' Wheaton commitbed. two

ffoP Balller‘s regiments to cope vith this threat to his left.

Qeneral Grant, fearing for the safetf of his commana, galloped to

-._General Wright's command post. -After listening attentively to his sub-
ﬂ”ulndte, wrlgnt gccom panled Crant to the sector of the picket line held

; bV Flemlng s battalion and the uth Vermont. As they rode along, Grant

irignt that if the D}C<Dt line gave way in front of Walker's bat-

=
.‘—4

“%alicn, the Rebels would take the Ath Vermont and Fleming's soldiers

irom the rear., Wright replied, WThe division officer of the day has

1% instructions.™

Wihat are they?®

.,

"the

S}

"1y case bLhe Rebels broke through on the left,m Wright answer

S
D




I;;th Vermont and Fleming's battalion were to retire to the right and come
in on Ricketis! skiymish line.™

l Shoruly after the two generals parted, Herris! Mississippians smashed
ihrough Walker's battalion, occupying 8 field in rear of the 4th Vermont
tnd Fleming's men. When they sought to withdraw to the right as planned,
In'ne Vermonters féund to_ their horror that General Mahone had cozzzmi‘bted
Brigadier General Josepn Fin egda's Florida Bmgacxe. Seeing ”an-opening,
l\"whor_ze had-_=::_é§§;van_Ced Fj_negin's Floridiané. Advancing th‘r'ough the plnes

_ ﬂd:;dense undergrowth west of Alken’s, Fmesaﬁ’s brigade thckljy rolled
Iack Ricketts! skirmish line and infiltrated the woods beyond. The jaws

Iof the Rebel pincers quickly snapped. Except for a few men who were able
to hide in the pines, Fleming's battalion and the Ath Vermont, LCO strong,

: Eurrendéred to Finegin’s Floridians. 35;- S

Wright was understandably distressed to learn that the Rebels had

loroken Wheaton's picket line. Alarmed for the safety of his left and
ear, he called frantically for reinforcements. At the same time, Gen-
erel Wheaton was authorized to call up Bidwell's brigade from Williams'

lhouse. Iffeade on being apprised of Wright's fears sought to calm his corps

Cozmander. At 6:30 he sent the message, "Do not let thé enemy turn your
eft flam- either attack or mthdraw, the former is most prei‘erable.

' gLt there were no Confedera.tes in frout of his right, the VI Corps' leader

CD‘lld use troops from Russell's division to beei‘ up his left. I_f his at-

I 2Ck were unsuccess;ul Wright could take aavantao*e of the late hour and

rebire, Only in "case of extreme emergency! would the two V Corps bri—-

36

f’()

adas be committ ed,

[ i &)

t all the troops belwesn my

l Acknow}_ec‘minc Meade’s communication, Wright inquired, "Shall I
“ianden what hes bee'l my front line and put

g~
&




'lef’s of this merning .a.nd‘ the Williams é-"housej‘?“' But, Wright cautioned,
*the attack on my ief"c may be a feint to cover a major assault on my pre-
lss:—nt front,® 37 | |
' Meade, however, urged Wright to aﬁtack lat once, DBidwell's brigade
Was en route to support the'.VI Corps' left, and another could be called
' lup if neceséary. Thefe was no time to change position, Meads messaged,
and not much for an éttack it Wfight continued to drag his feet, 38
At 6:55 Meade learned from Colonel Lymen, who was at Wright's head~
l parters, that pickets had renorted that the Comfederatos were adva;nc:a.ng
south of Second Swemp, and well to the left of the VI Corps. This colu_rnn,

"Llit was theorized,was striking for the Jerusalem Plank Road. Consequently,

39

‘  Russell had been told to rush two brigades to bolster Wright's left.
I o Wright at 7 o'clock in reply to Meade's latest telegram complained,

' .‘_'S.o féf it hés been as nméh as T could do to prevent my flank being turned
’,. and quite im‘_bossible to forﬂ.a column of attack." The Confederates were
lundoubtedly present in force, but where they would strlke remalned un—

- certain T:Lll then, Wright was ‘of the opinion that the correct role for

Ihls Corps was defens:we In thls stand, he was supported by two of his

l ‘three division commenders.
Five minutes later, an increasingly jittery Wright werned Meade, "I

| l ire 2gine that all the disposable rebel force is moving round our left for

|
S L1
1

1

’

-,

G
<
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general flank attack."® The sooner Meade called up and posted heavy re-
ot 3 . N ~ s, N . . e
“20le to do this, the VI Corps:should withdraw as soon as it was dark.

=sted at 7:15 theb if the Rebels were driving toward the plank road,

~orcements, extending beyond the plank road, the better, If Meade were
talke trhem in the flank, The army

“t~&€2% should cross Second Swanp arzd

[S8
—r

Meade, after reflecting on the informatien supplied by Colonel Lyman, '
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I Meade at 7:35 notified Wright
' pad meterialized, he had urged his corps

_.-::.Ieithér to attack or to withdraw your left to the po

ormander feared that if Wright contimied to procrastinate it would "prove

Glgc5+r0u5 , because the VI Corps could not extend its left, and the army

L2

- wender had no reinforcements to send to the point of danger.

)

Growing more agitated by the minute, Meade at 7:20 wired Wright that

there was no time to form columns, he was to attack in line of battle.

the Confederates interposed between the VI Corps and the plank road,

Veade fumed, hé would hold Wright responsible. b3~

This note, as exnected, served as a goad AL 7-30 Wfight replied

tersely, “I will atback shortly from what may be conuldered my presenu

right. The left toward the Williams house must stand fast,n bk

commander "to decide promptly,

sition of last night,

extending from the Chriétian house - to Strong's." Focusing his ire on

I’-nght Meade wrote, "Your delay has been fata'l " Meade would Mnot

Ib"l mdly order™” Wright to attack, but the respon51b111ty for not dolng
45 '

80 must rest on the corps commanaer‘s shoulders..

I : SeVenty—f"i_ve mirutes later Meade had his answer. Wright wouldé with-~

’

d”“w his corps to the position held last night, and shall commence the

rovement at once.? Wnen he redepWOyed his troops, two lelslons would

with the two V Corps brigades "Sblll farther

L6

be in line, one in reserve,
to the left extending over the plank road.t

Wright had failed to give him any data on which to form a "judgment,

eifner as to the strength or positio

1 ’ - . + * 3
be wise to overrule his- subordinate, Permission wWas therefore granted

Ior the VI Corps to retire, WrLohu, however, must be prepared "to Lake

offensive to-morrow al early daylight, ® The corps! pickels were to

il ad
@

62

that from the time the Confederate threatl

n of the foe, so Meade gecided it would
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. be Tefi as far out as p0851ble, when tbe‘troops were pulled back, and ex-

tended on the left a con31deraole distance down tne plank road. General

rarlow was to be kept advised of the retrest of the VI Corps, so that he

=1
pight conform to it." k1
Wright when given the green light, lost no time. Orders were pre-

rarca for the officerst gulaance Fussell's division on the right Was

to reoccupy the rifle-pits "commenc1ng from the Strong house, apd COTL— -

necting with the Second Corps." Ricketts! troops were to move into the

vorks on Russell's left. wheaton's division wes to take position on

j:“Rs_c;\:etts‘ left, w1th at least one brigade between Second Swamp and the
:plank road., The two V Corps brigades were bo occuny the Mfirst open
;iﬁeld‘on the other side of the plank road in rear of ifhe prolongation

{of General. Wheaton's llnes to the left."

~When the coTrps toek up its new p031tlons, the pickets were to be

kept'at'least onemhalf.mlle to the front. QOutposts from Wheaton's divi-
:f351on were to connect with those from the V Corpsl Chief of Artillery‘

- ~Charles H. Tompklns was to have one bautery renort to Wheaton; and

lj"whatever can be used! to the senior officer present vith the V Corps

:'brigades. Colonel Bryan was to advance his cavalry down the Jerusalem

Plank Road at least three miles, and watch all the yoads coming in from

the west,
Immgdiately after the oferwnelmlng of Wheauon s picket line by

tg-. . . . .
“inegda’s and Harris! brlgades, “rxaht called on General Ricketts for

he%P- Ricketts told the commander of his advance brigade, 0010n61 Ben jamdin

¥ Smith, to-detail three regiments to report to General Grant, Smith

T
8]

(3

's arrived for Eg¢ub to reczll the rest of his br gade and mass it te

‘tined the 6th Maryland, and the 11otq and 122¢ Ohio. Within a few minubes,

-
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the rear of ﬁheaton's hara—preqsed dlvxslon. Colénel William S. Truex's
trigede moved up from the reserve to oceupy the rifle~pits vacated by
smith's bluecoats.

When the Maryland anditwo Ohio regiments repo?ted to Grant, he pésted
them.alongside_his Vermonters. The officers were instructed to hold their
men ready to charge the Cohfedérates, whoﬁ they could hear moving about

in the pi nes and up&erorush to their front At firsﬁ, it seemed to the

Federals'gs if Re%eWS wefe messing for a frontel assiult; Several

light thrusts were mede and parhled by‘quauon s plckets. Then the

sounds.reachlpc the Yanks seemed to indicate thal the greyclads had

49

- poved around tnelr lefi and were striking toward the plank road.

. Wright encountered no aﬂfflculty in breaklng contact w1uh the foe,
because the Confederate’ 1eaders, several hours before, had determined to

return to their lines. By midnight. the VI Corps had retlrﬁg and taken

up tne p051t10ns descr ibed in Hrlght's memorandum.

Unknown to Vr;gnt and his genercls, General Hill, who had spent most

~of the day w1tk General Mahone, had determined late in the afternoon to

recall the column, After telling Mahone to collect hlS troops and retire
into the Petersburg llnes, Genersl Hill, accempanied by his gtaff, headed.

back.up the Halifex road. Reaching his headquarters at 9 p. m., Hill te-

1égraphed General Lesva terse report of what had occurred up £il1l the hour

that he had lef: Globe Tavern. According to the corps commander, "We did

not accom 071sk anything; about 100 prisoners of the Sixth Corps. It wes

5o hoét, the undergrowbh so thick, and the enemy retiring all the time, our

ren did not press forward. Indeed, could riot sufficiently fast to get up

51 T

with their main bedy.”
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was relieved at 5 p.m.

xl;n the division moved out, The men of the 12th

i ved iooking for their br gade, in igerls. Sergeant Sale |

"g" d’
eoalled tha
Tt

,,

'”S

at First this esppeared to be a hopeless task, "as no one

C".

‘hing about what direction they had tsken. By some means heard

C)

and took! the Halifax road. After proceeding about two

is
x
direction

("ﬁ

counbered General Hill's perty. Hill teld them

xll es, the soldisrs

s

‘l halt and rest as the division would so0n be eoming up.t

Mahone and his brlgade commanders at dark recalled their troops.
l oon as. all tnm brigade commanders had reported in m_tn their units,
Mahone put his column in motion up the Halifax road.

I Sergeant Sale and his comrades heard the division as it approached,

ancing at his watch, Sale noted the hour: it was 10 p.m. As Welsiger's

rigade passed, Sale and his men fell in. Mahone and his troops, after

t °qter1 ng the Petersburg perlmeter, camped. _LOI". the night near Battery

Before retiring, the butternuts were 1ssu-ﬂa ra“blons. 52

No. 35.
I Reporting to General Hill on his return,,Me.hone explained that shortly

ter the corps commender had left the front, Finesdn's Floridians had

nveloped a portion of the VI Corps pickeb line, forcing a large number

If bluecoats to gmund their arms, A1l told during the day's expedition,
the division had captured 600 prisoners, including 28 officers. 53

I Wilcox's division on the 23d had been redeployed. The Light Division

IaS pudl ed out of the rifle-pits near the Weldon Railroa_d and marched a

ile to the left, where the brigades relwved the troops noldlq:r the works

o the right a_rm left of the Jerusalem Plank Road. As tnis movement was

iuring the daylight hours, with part of the route in wfyll) view of

+

battery as it

e
e
o
®
o

ne foe, JeGowan's brigacde came under fire from a Unlon

¥ uns enfiladed this seclor of

g3 saved LNE
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I from any casualtles. _ Sklrn’_lsners were then advanced to occupy and hold

ine picket llne, vhich at thls point was about 400 yards in front. of the

Sl

sin line of resistance.

el

Along.the II Corps! front on the nignt of the 22d, Colonel Tidball

4 repositioned one of nis batteries. The cannonsers of Battery F,

had

© ist Pennsyl?ania Lizht Artillery were called up and emp laced their 3~

~ineh rifles east of the Jerusalen Plank Road and to the rignt of the
o . -]

th Meine's Nepcleon A company from the regular engineer battalion

vas called up to throw up emplacerents to covar these guns, Colonel

ﬂfTidball shbrtly after daybreak had the 4th New York Heavy Artlllery

e artillerLSos-turned infantry-

ewort to General Gibbon, who placed th

-,nﬁn in the rifle-pits to the left of the plar& road. The Confederates

e

Vhad-the plank road under observation, and when their spotters reported

. the two V Corps brigades as they merched for the Willisms' house, their

_3'uns opened fire, Before the Rebel gunners could seriously interfere

New York, the 6éth

jth the column, three IT Corps batteries (the 1ith

. -""Nwm‘-n-r. U

}ﬁlne, and. Battery F) Toared into actlon, quickly demonstrated a rarked

'°U$erlor1ty, and silenced the greyclads' cannons.

e
o
\k

_ Before catching a few hours sleep on the nlght of the 23d General

issued orxders for his leiSlOﬁ compancﬂrq to ses

. ._'%{_ . “ .
iines were advanced at € a.m.,

g - :
87 8bi1) remadn in our front)...." The skirmishers were to push for-

“23 311 they reached the ground from which the corps had just retired.

CCS

Lol _
“--tnel Bryan at the same bime w2s to throw oub mounted patrols to &€

b

B o ::-A.Ef
Jor ’ )
0
)
gl

o~

that the;r picket

nfor the purpese of feeling the.enemy (if

5
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': when thelr brngades retired into the Peters burg perlmeuer, were capiured

jwith one or two from Kirkland!s brigade of Heth's division.

' breastworks currently held by the corps, Notifying Meade of this deve-

lopment, Wright inquired, "Do you wish them to continue to go forward?"

® | ®
if he could ascertain the Confedérétesl position. 56

A changé of officers along the picket line occasioned some delay,

tob by 6:30 the VI Corps? skirmish ine had roved out, Within 75-miﬂutes,
one of the patrols orgenized by Colonel Bryan had advenced two aﬁd orng-
nalf miles to Dr., Gurley's, without encountering any Rebels. Pushing on,
the hbrsesoldiers crossed the reilroad at Gloﬁe Tavern,

,In.front df the VIICorps, the skirmishé:s, 2s they worked their way

cautlously forward, gaw few gveyclaas,_ Yost of these had a good headstart

ard were able to elude uhe Yanks. Fifteen butternuts, who md straggled

by‘%hé VI Corps! picket linel"ane of these proved to be very "intelli-

' gent or communiéative.“ About all the Union intelligence people could

5flearn on questlonlng them was that while most Delonged to Finegan's

Florwaa Brlgade, sevaral came from Ou er brigades of Mahone's a1v151on,

57

_Wrighi's skirmishers by 10:15 had advanced to ﬁhe'pcsitionchcupied by

. the pidcet line on the 23d, which was two and one-half miles beyond ‘the

58

At 10:30 Chief of Staff Humphreys replied for Meade. The picketls

re to pusn on, and theJ were to be sanported As they did, they were

Yo “alntaln contact w1tn Birney's s&?rmlsbers, whﬁch had also been or~

“ered forward. When his pickets nad "secured sufficient ground," erghu

4-“3 tO advence his baettle line, ®conrecting with General Birney's, whose

1t

AR . 2 s . - )
370 will be moved to correspond with your right." Wright was to leave

[

%% iwe V Corps brigades where they were, and post his left to give

59
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SRty Lo his main line of resistance,
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don for the time being his efforts to invest Petersburg. Meade was to
',_}efuse his left flank, w’ le the IT and VI Corps "strongly fortified® . ;

ftpe grouna gained west of the plank road,

hié.division commanders, as it was possibly they could remain where they

hnrks alreaay thrown up.!

e e v e

- 4ine of resistance.

In response Lo this directive, Wright at 11:45 alerted his division

commanders to Whe prepared to move as socon as orders to that effect are

received by them.¥ These instructions were to be sent as soon as notice

from the Corps! officer of the day was received thai the picket line hed

.?.reached the area held on the 23d,and connection mede with that of the II

60

Before this order could be implemented, General Grant visited Meade's
, .

‘“Jerusalem Plank Road command post. After learning that the fight on the

'fi22d'had resulted in a stampéde by the II Corps, Grent determined to aban-

61

In view of this de0151on by Grent, Meade at 12:40 notified Wrignht

and Blrney that they need not advance beJond their present lines until

.directed differently. 62 Wright, after conferrlng with Meade, notified

ﬁere for %a day or two! that they have their soldiers “"strengthen the

63

Since there would be no attack, ergnt had the corps, offlcer of the

"ﬁéy make several adjustments in the picket line, The outposts on the
.ri%ht were to maintain contact with Barlow's skirmishers, "to advence
 éT?ith them, and halt wheﬁ they do." By nightfall the piéket-line was as.
?ifér-advanced as safety allowsd, Depénding on ground covér and terrain,

e . _ . . | o ‘
R was from one mile and one-half to two miles . in frond of Wright's main

A

Meade's headquarters had suggested at 9 a.m, that Wright see that

i

small reconnolt ng party of cavalry® was advanced down the nold



Nor;olk road, " which paralleTea the Norfolk & Petersburg Railrozd.

65

-,M-.w,e

General VWright saadled Colonel Bryan with the responsibility for see-

ine that this task wes carried out, Marching ordersafere accordingly is-
g & &

66

" gued to the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Chief of Staff Humphreys abt 10 o'clock inguired of Wright, "Have the
cavelry scouts...been as far down the plark road as lits intersection with
“the road from Prince George Court-House?! 67.

Wright replied to this disbatch immediately, A patrol from Bryan's

'i;conwend had been down: the plank road at least five miles beyond the Second

}Swamp crossing. Scouls had examlned all roads leading into the plarnk road
68

““from the west, without seeing any Confederates, . -
) _ ) .

The 18 th Pennsylvania guided by a Negro vwho vas familiar with the area,

rode down the old Norfolk road about seven mlles. Although no Rebels were
"useen, the horsesold1ers were told by Negroes, wﬂom.they'Ouestloned that

:'wthe:e were about 2,000 Rebel cavalrymen operatlng in Sussex County.

Grant, on learning that Meade had run 1nto di.fficulty west of the

Je“usalem Plark Road, had got in touch with General Butler. At L p.m.,

June 23, Grant had directed Butler to give Baldy Smith as meny reinforce-
{mﬁnus as he could “Smith was then to relieve as much of Burnside's IX
 ;Corns as posslbWe, hopefully at least one division, so Meade could VMex-
t”:Fﬁﬂd and protect his left.® If feasible, Grant would like to see Burn-
Side's division relieved by "to-morrow morning." 79

At 4:35 Butler replied, "Dispatch in regard to re-enforcing Smitn

. Tecelved, Tt shall be done.t Butler would pull Brigadier General John

o PN .. E— o — ,mv”ﬂw

- Turner's X Corps division out of the Bermuda Hundred lLine and have it

'tross to the soubh bank of the Appomatbox. With the departure of Turner's

2 D

ors, it would cut the strengbh of the force holding that line %o L,000. 71

r

-

(&)

[
L2




R | T elbAA i = A

f""!

by Turner's division, described by Butler, as Pone of ‘the best divisions
I have gOu " As soon &s Turner's blueclads arrived, Smith was to see

that his XVIIT Corps assumed respon51b111tJ for as much of Burn51qe‘s

front as possible, 2

At 6 p.m, Meade's headquarbers advised Burpside of whal was coming.
is soon as Balay Smith's bluecoats nad relieved his right flank Q1V1Slon,
Eurnside was to have the troops thus freed march to the left, where they
73

were to replace Warren's right flank division in the rifle-pits,

Simultaneously, a telegram was delivered to Warreh, notifyiﬁg,him that

23 soon as the IX Corps division had relieved one of his-divisions, he

Tk

was to replace Birney's right flank division.

Warren at 9 p.m. 1nqu1red of Burnside, !When will the IX Corps re-

75

;place ny rlght division?™

1] will relieve your division just as soon as Smith relieves mine,

“which T }Dpe w1ll be very soon," Burnside counterea. The IX Corps"com—

m&nder wanted to know the strength of the division he was to relleve,

‘Crawford‘s.

76

- 3,551 officers and men,: Warreﬁ answered.
General Turner, as soon as it was dark, pulled his trgpps out of the
Bé#muda Hundred Line. Soldiers belonging té Brigadief.General Mfred H.
Terry's X Corps division réplaced Turner‘s. Aﬁter the ﬁnits had been

. :
formed and mustered, Turner passed the word to move out, the division

;C?OSSing the river on the Point of Rocks pontoon bridges. While en route

“wn the Point of Rocks roau, Turner was JolneQ by sevezal of Smithts and

—f =3
i

70

~ Baldy Smith was notified that he would be reinforced during the night

ureeide's staff-officers. Guided by these men, Turner turned his division

o the Prince George Courthouse road, and at 1 a,m. on June 2i, his treops

VRPN




bacgn rel1eV1ng Willeox's IX Corps bluecoats.

. Tae position nOW'her by Turner‘s division was on the left of Fartin-

s XVIIT Corps division. Turner's right center was dug in immediately

A
,Aaﬁ

wnile his center and left, passing over Har

in front of the Hare house,

slope &nd across a branch of Poor Creek,

A et

- R iy

Villcox's troops, on belng relieved by Turner's, marched rapidly

o the left, Heving fought and marched over mych of this ground, ¥illcox
ﬁs able to push his men hard, The rifle-pits occupied by Crawford's V

L

Qrps division, whlcn they were to relieve, were a shori distance to the

iﬁht of the sector where Willcox's men had atbacked on June 18. yiillcox's
8
:v151on by aaybreak had replaced Crawford's behind the works. !

Crawford's division, as it crossed the Jsrusalem Plark Road and pre-
,FEred to relieve Gibbon's troops, came under & gallwng flre of artillery

<--’1<i;-_is'maZLIL—a:r-ms. Crawford at 11:40 a.,m., June 24, notified warren that

On doing so, Crawford had been shocked

Lo

s troops had replaced Gibbon's.

:558 that Gibbon's people were still in a "yery bad state of demorali-

zaiibn," as a result of their stampede on the 22d. Crawford had heaxd

2t four of Gibbon's regiments at that time had surrendered to one

'Canederate. When he examined the rifle-pits into which his troops had

‘hsb moved, CrawLova shook his head, because he coansidered the line laid

bJ Gibbon to be Ya bad one,

U@On being relieved by Crawford, Gibuon assemoled his four brigades

828 marched them down the plank road to Williams'. Two batteries (the

tery G, tst New York) accompanied Gibbon's

S3limn.  Nesr williems', bhey relieved the two V Corps brigades thaet had

.
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_been posted there since the previous evening's emergency. Sweilzer's

srd Dushanse's brigades then returned to their camps in rear of the forti-

81

cations held by the V Corps.

72
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THE BATEL? C¥ TEE JJRUS,LE { PLANK ROAD, JUNE 21-2k, 1864
- Chapter IIT

General Wright is Peralyzed by the Confederates .

0. B., series I, Vol. X, pt., 1I, 33&.

Tbid., 339, 342; 0. ., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 367. Wit Colonel
Blaisdell dead, Golonel J. P. McIvor assumed commend of the 20 Bri-
gade, Gidbon's divisdon.

0. R., Series I, ﬁol. XL, pb. 11, 339 2.

Toid., 339.

Iovid., 348.

Ibic., 3&9.“ Two trains had headeé south from Petersburg on the
tracks of the Weldon Railroad that morning, Lyﬁan learned from
several VI Corps séouts,.but'they had been compelled to return.
This wes & certaln clue that General WiTSOn‘s'éavalTy had wreaked
havoe on the railroad somewhere south of Globe Tavern. |

0.'R., Series 1, Vol. Xi, pt. I, 640; History of the Eighteenth

Regiment Qg_Cavalri; Pennsylvania Volunteers (163d Reglment of the

Line) 1862~1865, Compiled by Comnittee (New York, 1909), 25, 5&.

A531gpea to the PTOVlSlOD&l Brigade were: the 3d New Jersey Cavalry,

two bettalions 18th Pennsylvania Cavelry, and a detachment 22 New

York Cavelry.
¢. R., Series I, Vol. Xi., pt. II, 349.
Teid,

Tbid., 351.

EEQQL,IBSO. The tools hed teen sleted Lo be used by General wilson's
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column, but news that the Confederates were hot after the Union
raiders had csused Meade to chenge his mind;
Tvid. A Negro had been picked up by Viright's troops end questioned.
He told Colonel Lyman that he had left the city via the Haliféx rozd

the previous day, As he had walked south, bhe Negro had seen aboutb

. 800 Rebel soldiers near the road about 2 mile from the civy., There

were fortifications thersabouts, but no guns mounted therein.
Tbid.
Tbid., 351

Tbid.

dbid., 352; ﬁiﬁgﬁﬁﬁ of the 18th Peansylvania Cavalry, 25, 5kL.
0; R., Series I, Vol. Xi, pt. II, 351m352_"
. Be, Series I, Vol. XL, pt. X, 497, 499, 500.

Tbid., 502.

Ibid., 495, 50k.
Tbid., 506, 506.

- Diary, Sale, 12th Virginia Infentry (Virginia State Library).

-Freeman, R, E. Lee, III, 453-45k; Caldwell, History of a Brigade

of South Carolinisns, 166.

Dlary, Sale, 12th Virginia infaentry (Virginis State Librery); Rowland,

Mississippi Official and Statistical Register, 450, 466, 493, 51k,

- 0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 497, 502; 0. E., Series I, Vol. XL,

vh. 1T, 352; History of the 18th Pennsylvenia Cavalry, 25-26, 5Si.

- K., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 352.

Ly

Ibid,, 352-353,

g
(=g
}.J

i, 340,

[

ot

N
&

28, '31'?3‘.-

i
i

P e




 Tbid

Ibid., 353.

Ibid,.

Ihid., 355; G. R.q Series I, Vol, XL, pt. I, L5G, L70,

0. B., Series 1, Vol, XL, pt. I, 353-355; History of the 18th

Permsvivania Cavalry, 25-26, 5L,

0. ., Series T, Vol. XL, pt. II, 355.

Tbid., 355, 685;_0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 495, L97, 502-503;

waland, Mississippl Officiel and Statistical Register,:b50, Lé6,

493, 51k; 0. ., Series I, Vol, Lil, pt. II, 1026.

0. R., Series I, Vol, XL, pt. II, 334, 356.

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Tbid.
Thid.
Toid.
o

.2

356.
357.
Wright had not talked to his other division commender,

358.

358f359-

359. _

Series I, Vol. XL, pt.'I,_495, 506,'508,'510, 511,.512.
193, L9k, £95, L97, 503, 506.

Series I, Vol. LI, pt. II1, 1027.

Sale, 12th Virginia Infantry (Virginia State Library).

Series I, Vol. LI, pt. II, 1028; McCabe, "Defence of Pebersburg,"
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Southern Historical Society Pepers, Il, 277.

Durilop, Lee's Sharpshocters, 131; Caldwell, History of & Brigade of

Scuth Carolinians, 166.

0. R., Series I, Vol, XL, pt. I, 397, 424, 427, 435, 438.
0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 392. Colonel T. 0. Seaver of the

3d Vermont was named corps officer of the dey, and would report to

. ¥Wright's headquarters at 5:30 a.m,

Ivid., 376, 386, 387.

hid., 383.

Ibid.

Toid., 393.
Toid., 372, 373~37L, 389, 393. Meade's command post - was viest of the
plank road, just beyond Jones' house.

Tbid., 381, 389.

Tbhid., 393.
Tbid., 391.

. Tbid., 387.

History of the 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry, 54.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 387.

Ibid,, 328.
Ibid., 392.
Inid., 362.
Tbid,

Ibid., 369.
ibid,, 360,
Ivid., 344-3L5.
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Toid., 3k5.

inid. -

0. R., Series I, Vol. X&, pt. I, 696--697.

Tbid., 197, 198; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 397.

0. B., Series I, Vol. YL, pt. I, 190; 0. R., Series I, Vol, X,

po. II, 38t, 385.

. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 381,
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. R.,Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 459, L70.
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THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROAD, JURE 21424, 1864
- Chapter IV

Hagocd's Brigade Tskes a Beating

General Beauregerd, upon the srrival of the Army of Northern Virginia

st Petersburg, remained in immediste charge of the Petersburg lines held

—

by troops from his District of North Caro1lna and Southern Virginia,
e troops from Besuregard's command committed to the defense of Peters-
burg were orgenized into two infantry divisions (Major Generals Bushrod

E. Johnson's and Robert F. Hoke's) and one cavalry brigade——Brige&ier

General James Dearings!. Nightfall on June 18 found one of Beauregerdis

leﬂsxons, Hoke's, holding the earnhworks from the Appomattox on the left
to the area where the Norfolk & Peuersburg Railroad passed througn'nhe
defenses. Johnson's division, having been relieved by Kershaw's Lroops,
was posted in reserve.

On the 19th Beauregard issued orders redeploying two of his brigades.

Brigadier General Archibald Gracie's brigade of Johnson‘s division was

-to recross tne Appomgttox end resume its position at Fort Clifton, whlle

Colonel John s. Fulton s brigade was to join }awor General George Pickett,
Wo wes in chargﬁ of the force hold1nc the Howlett Line. Dearing was to
rezort to Major General W. H., F. "Rooney! Lee on the Jerusalem Plank Road,
_“uv?e he would be a551gned to protect the Weldon Rallroad.

Forty-~eight hours later, on the 21st, Beauregdrd hav*ng observed
ihét ﬁhe salient occupied by Brigadier General flfred ColGtht's brlgade

T m N
Y33 hammered unmerczquWV by Union arulllerf, deternined to leb anotner

Wit share the hazards, COrders were accordingly issued calling up from

> regerve Brigadier Generzl ¥stt ¥, Bensom's brigede of Johnson's givisi

Liea
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%_—;_Lpon being relieved by Ransom's North Carolinians, Colquitt!s Georgians
were to report to General Johnson,

The Confederste generasls knew that with the II and VI Corps operating

oo

. west of the Jerusalem Plank oed the force holding the invesiment line
“petween the &pponauuox and Baxier road would have been weakened,
Ehey also knew thet the Union supply line 71zn_ﬂﬂ the IT and VI Corps

- with their base at City Point passed benind the works held by the IX

‘znd XVIII Corps anc along the river, General Lee, in conjunction with

- General Beauregard, debermined to seize the initiative, roll back the

by o

Union right, and cut Grant's supply line, Lee and his officers were

“also encouraged to note the low morale displayed by many Union units

in the fighting west of the Jerusalem

General Lee placed Beauregard in chavrge of the attacking force,

Heeting with his staff on Dunn's Hiil on June 23, Beauregard drafted his

o= o b 32

plan for a powerful thfust against the lines held by Baldy Swmith's XVIII

Corps. At aajbreak on the 2Lth the batteries emplaced north of the Ap-

s, e e

$omattQX'were-tQ go into action, hammering the Union lines and emplace-

nents in front of Ceneral Hoke's sector. This bombardment was to continue

“for one~hzlf hour. The guns would then cease firing for five mirutes, as

2 signal for Hoke to advance his infantry. The cannons vould then roar

anle 3 . . . B . . -
ack into action, concentrating "on batteries and distinct lines ana

such as can ve fired updn without endangering

[ 4]
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els footsoldiers As their fuses weren't too reliable, the Rebel
éainogeers were to employ "mostly solid shot,M

% the same bLine, Confedersbe troops posted near the Weldon kailroad
would be ploned

4 . - . N . 1 )
to feign an attack on the VI Corps, so the Federals

"1 oAnd thus be uratle te reinforce the XVIIT Corps.
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When Hoke assauliec, he was to meneuver his rignt, so as to teke the

' first and second lines in the 1¢aﬁk and move rapidly against

Yankees
the Union position near the Hare house, Having caplured Here House Hill
Héke was to push on and retzke the works ebandoned on the 15th. -
Field's division, which vnder bé cover of darkness would be relisvad
oy Johnson's, was to be positioned to support Hoke's attack and provech
his 1éft. As -soon as practiceble, Brigadier Genersl Georgs T, Anderson

£
(xho led ?welc s Ist BrLGade) was to throw his Georgisns into the rifle-
pits.f om which Hoke had driven the bluecosits, on which shall rest Hoks's
Jeft., The Georgiens were to follow Hoke, and Anderéon vould “fill up
with otne; troops the gap between the river and Hoke's lefi until the
whole tine shall be occupied.” Should he discover the opportunity,
Arderson was to advance and assault the old Confederate line from Bat-
tery No, 2 to Battery Ho. 9. = As soon as Hoke 8 rlgnt had uncovered

his front, Kershaw's Q7VL310H was tp gdvance, to be followed by Johnson's.
Johnson's mission would be to retake the old line of works between Bat-

. 5

_terles Nos. 19 and 2L,
General Hoxe during the evening told Brigadier Gensral Johnson

Hagood to be ready for a movement at daylight, No other officer in
the'division was told of Beauregard's plan, because Hoke wanted to be
Cerﬁain the foe was kept in the dark as to Confederate intentions. AL

ihis stage, as on the 18th, Hagood’s South Cﬁroliniéné held Hoke's left.
he 27tn, ‘21st, and 11th Regiments held the r1f3e~nlts from the Appomettox
U the City Point road, and the 25th Regiment and 7th Battalion prolonged
ire brigade front south of the road. Four hundred yards to Hagood!s front,

it, were the Unlon entrenchments, An open field with Ya

1. o

ing oL 3
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oats® lay betwsen., Fach side hed thrown up a
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'if e-pits to shelter their plckeﬁs, a short dista
zzin line of resistance,
Following the fighling on the 18Lh, General I

sideration that most of his units were without field officers, had divided
Lieutenant Colonel Pabrick H. Nelson was placed

7

nis prigade into wings.

in charge of the regiments north of tne City Pcint road.

As soon as it was dark on the 234, Bushrod Joanson marched his divi-

" gion up from the reserve. Not wishing to alerty the Federal outposts, the

It was well after midnight before

" Confederates moved slowly and quietly,

“FJohnson's greyclads hed relieved the last of Field's division in the works

-2 MR EE EE e
- . v o _ )

-between the Baxter and Jerusalem Plank rozds,

k]

g ades well behlpd the lines, Field's brigade commenasls put their coliumns.

;n motion for the previously designated rendezvous—~Iron Bridge on the

g

-ﬁClty Point ro&d.

Sqorulv before davbreak on the 2hth, Hoke returned to Hagood's com~

and post, and gave hlm detailed instructions as to the part the South

Carollnlans were to teke in bringing on the battle, When the guns which

reI‘é about to open fell silent, Hagood was to have his left wing (the

27 th 215», and 11th South Carolina) take up the advance, When they

@ le;t tne shelter afforded by their works, bhe greyclads were to be

 ¢0rwed 1nto two heavy skirmish lines. 'Hagood‘s'brigade was to be

~0<e‘y supported by’ General Anqerson s Georglans. After Hagood's

huh Carolinians had driven the Yanﬁﬁes from their first lins, inderson

%28 Lo oceupy 1t till his supports arrived, when he was Lo press on

second and third line. Meanwhile, Hagood was to plvot

4

o the right,

call up the right wing, and re-form his

his brigade pe erpendicular to its initial

Tom .

%% along the City Point road,
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After assembling their bri- .
(=3




sition. He would then sweep forward, rolling up the Union line on the

clope of Hare House Hill and ¢lear Ransom's front,
Yhile Hoke end Hagood were discussing The sita uztion, Lieutenant
drews of Aﬁaerson's staff rode up and reported that, the Georgla Br1
rad filed into pOSlblOﬂ in rear of the earthworks held by Hagood's left,

erals! view by a knoll,  Close behind was

ld_ were cdncealed from the F

another of Fleld's brlgades, Colonel Dudley M. Du Bose's.
The artj_llery (41 guns) opened 2s soon as the mornmg s mist had
o .eared, pounding the lines held by the XVIII Corps with tynusual
: seire_rity." At 7:30 the camnons ceased fire. General Hagood at -’7~:20 had
f.‘_; lent Lieutenant Andrez—@r_s to tell General Anderson that the South Caroliné,

 Brigade would advance in five minutes, After holding their fire for five

lj.nutes, the Rebels'! big guns reopenea directing their attentlon uporn

e Yankee batteries. General Hoke recalled, "as far as I could see,?’

Chis was the onl;y; service rendered by our gans, Indeed, he feared, "we
lere jnjured more than we gained by t.he use of our guns, as it notified
"‘ the enemy of our intended attack.™ |

I Because of some unforeseen difficulties, it was 7T:42 before Hagood’s.
of skimﬁshe..rs, 5,00 picked officers and men, advanced.' Close

orward line

ehind came the second llne of skirmishers, about 550 strorg. Colonel

lelSOn of the 7th Battalion led the first l:me, General Hagood the second.

Nel son had hbeen stanalng beside Hagood, when Hoke's alde brought the

I«I"der to advance. Tne men, who had been teld to follow I‘«elson, were

‘.:atching him, and when he was ordered to g5 without speaking, he drew
"The South Caro-

is handkerchief from his breast and raised it alof"c.
‘ lini_ans sprang over the parapet with a yell and rus‘ned out into the oat

Nelson's skirmishers carried the Union picket line, cagpturing

st

i
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b BG-bewildered bluecoats. To General Hagood it appeared that the

| papemy's whole line was "serlously shaken," While awaiting the advance

the South Carolinians, in accordence wilh orders

-nggderson‘s troops,

..ffnmlﬁagood laid down 1n the oats., When the fresh brigadé came up,

11

e

:‘ﬁey would go in with it.

- The picket line capturea by the South Carclinians had been OCChULed
“during the night by troops from General Stannsrd's XVIIT Corps division.

an the Rebel artillery ceassd firing at 7:30, Stannard, suspecting that

BN

' .dlattack was impend 'ng told Colonels Henry end Cullen to recall thelr

’outpbsts. As in all wars,some of the pickeis aldn't get the word and were

verrun. The troops posted behind the Union main line of resistance waited

Lnull tne outposts had retired and then opened with a "rapid and telling

”.Geﬁeral Hoke, seeing the Federal pickets scatter, waited impatiently

'*for Anderson's battle line to come up. Realizing that a moment‘s delay
uld be fatal, Hoke asked General Field to order Anderson s brlgaae for-

ard, A staff-cfficer was sent galloping to the rear with an urgent

Ll"~‘E'3.Sag;e for Anderson to put his Georgians in motlon. When Anderson

hfaﬂea %o show un, Flela repeated his order, This time,Field received

2% answer, Anderson reported that the entrenchments to his front were

” Qb°UPied by Hagood's South Carollnlans.. Looking about, Hoke COuld see

V2l in making this statement, Anderson was in error, The only troops

™ the trenches referred to were stragglers. . Colonel Du Bose's brigade
: ‘}.:[ thi . . N . oL R . 1
7 this time had werched up. After reaching the trenches, Du Bose's

-
\Y\

°rs moved down then by the left flank and occupied the position

i3

“ieral Anderson was to have teken,

over Lhe knoll to support the attack, Anderson,

]

ezd of advancing
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Renry's men, and L officers and 130 soldiers to Cullen's brigade.

. wnen compelled by repeated orders to move, went to the rear by file as

far as Iron Bridge, nearly one-fourth mile, He then led his column up

veor Cresk hollow,till he reached the shelier of the entrenchments near
T 3 . )

Colquitt's Saljent, and then tame "stumbling along them already crowded

©with men, " until he reached the sector Hagood had left, Anderson wes

more than one hour getting to a position to which he had 1ittle more

'than1150 yards to march streight shead, and with nothing in his way but

#ipe usual hazards of hostile fire." Meanwhile, Du Bose's brigade had

come up three~quarters of an hour before the brigade that was to precede

1

Long before Du Bosel!s men put in their appearance, Stannard’'s troops

. had seen thaet Hagood's soldiers were unsupported, Volley after volley
ﬁféféshed into the Confederates. No soldiers in the world'coqld have long

'waﬁithstdod the terrible'bunisbmeﬁt to which the South Carolinians were

subjected, The Rebels were trapped. - Some of the men scrambled to their

-Teet and retired into the rifle-pits,out of which they had so confidently

=thérged a few short minutes before, Colonel Nelson had.to calm his men.
;‘?éﬁting to his feet, he walked along his line through the_oats;_'Shdftly
t;éﬁier reaching ﬁhé left, he was cut down by a Union snipef. Seeiﬁg that
%Eaeir situation wes hopeless, a number of the bubternuts got to their feet

- @ grounded their arms, A captain and 60 enlisted men surrendered to

15

Ebout one hour after the repulse of HégOOd’s three regiments; General
1eld put o brigades in the trenches on the left of the City Point road
Wit & view to resﬁmingl£he attack. Héke: however, advised égainSt it,
“Ze Federals had had ample time to prepare for 'us." At this time

2y were roceived for Hoke znd Field te report to General lLee.

79
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-hfter asoertainin

Eagood Tound that thi

' t100pSs .

_to dlffere it division commaqoe%s for their orders.

"Hpraoticable for the assault to be made and supported by

‘jtions of the divisions,

“;direct communication,

‘f*PQrtion of the army that knew anything

e

® @

¢ the facts, Lee told Field to forgel his projected at

16

ack,

After his officers had reassenbled and mustered their units, Genersl

his fiasco had cost his br;ﬁede 25 killed, 72 wounded,

Ly
and 209 missing. Union losses in this engagement were 72: 57 in

Cullen's brigade and 15 in Henry's.

'”t is not dlzflcuWu to see why the Confederate attack failed., Hagood's

1o
ed

who were to spearneao the thrust, and the suooort*ng units looke : P

General Flela was on

'tne fleld and no blame appesrs to have attached to him. I it were im-

the same division,

‘2 common superior should have been on the spot to co—ordinate the opere-

Generals Lee and Beaure ard were near the bat-
1 bt

=terles across the river in close view of the field but without means of ' ; :
Y

nd therefore unable to teke taCblCol direction of

'tle affair.

" Hégood was understandably incensed at Anderson. He was of the

QPinioh that MAnderson should have been shot." For some reason, Lee

fa¢led to order a court of inguiry, "though the common sense of thet

of the affair kept afloat for
19

”t?o or three weeks the daily rumor that one had been ordered.

33
b
e

The battle of the Jerusalem Plank Road ended on June 24 vwith the

’*‘7‘@1 . 1. - . ! “ .
iy of the Potomac grimly digging in to hold the ground gained wesh

of o . . o . 4 5 - . .
[ the poad, GCrant and Meade had extended their lines a

It

"w'_?,‘\':n \ : -
~tlznce, but not to the west &g they had hoped,

m
O



Ittempt to invest Petersburg had failed.

On the 224 the Confederates had sent the I Corps reeling. Mahone

I_a-j. followed up his initiel sucesss scored al Barlow's expense with tan

aterprise, audacity and shrewdness rarely e:sdubluea, even by thelr ‘able

oommanders.® The entire affeir of that day had been shori, swift, and

Ir?,nc:Sive. Birney's II Corps ned been "defested almost without being

engaged." There had been Very Tittle fighting, and comparatively small

llgss, except in pfc-isoners; Of these, the IT Corps had Lost ,1,70_0: more

tren it had on the Peninsula; more then it had at Antietam, Fredericksburg,

- Iand Chancellorsville combined. Four guns , the only ounes teken frum the

_.lcorps by the foe till this stage of the conflic’c (except these ebandoned,

disabled, on the benks of the Po) were carried off as trophies by Mehone's

'llterrlole men. The entire operation had been like that of an expert

rechanic who touches some critical poiat W.Ltrz s fine instrument, in exactly

: l the right place, producing an effect seemingly altogether out of proportion

to the force exertea 20

The performance of the VI Corps on the 23d was 2lmost as dismal.

I Cnce again, General Mahone and his officers were able to take advantage

“of their knowledge of this section of Prince George County to deal the

l Yankees another punishing blow. Indeed, the Confederate movements were

.c.ohducted with such skill as to 2171, but paralyze General ¥right. For
Should he attack?

]

g¥eral hours er t was unable to mzke up his mlnd
p gn P

i

This sa.tuatlon became S0

U)

d he hold his- ground‘? Should he re_trea.‘t?

2cube that an examinatlon of the corresl:ondence passing between Wright

272 ¥ezde at this time leads one to believe that Meade was on the verge

ISP R . . -
relieving the commander of his VI Corps.
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On June 24 the assault by the Confederatss on the XVIit Corps was

A bt e e

;i'.~g'fiasco, which partially nullified their successeés of the previous L&

i -

hours., The net advantage of the current operations depended on the cut-

I
~eome of the cavalry raid led by General Wilson againsti the Weldon, South

Wilson's horsescoldiers had moved oub

simultaneously with the advance of Bimney's infentry on the 27st.
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THE BATTLE OF THE JERUSALEM PLANK ROLD JUNﬁ 21~2L, 1861

- _ Ch;puer v

Hagood's Brigade Takes & Beating

Alfred Romen, The Military Oneratiqgg_g£ General Beaurepard in the

War Belween the Su8+eS 1861 to 1865 .., Vol. II (New York, 1883 ), 259.

0. E;: Series I, Vol. XL, ph. 11, 666-669. At this time the 6Lth

Georgia, which was posted on Swift Creek, was reliéved by Gracie'ls
troops and assigned to the brigade led by Brigadier General Alfred
Colquitt., |

Ipid., 678.

Johnson Hagocd, Memoirs of the Var of Secession,}.(Columbia,-1910), 271.

0. B., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 804-805.

Toid,, 797, 802-803.

Hagood, MémoirsAgg_the War of Secession, 278.

0. R., Series I, Vol, XL, pt. I, 761, 766; C. W. Field, "Campaign

- of 186k and 1865," Southern Historical Socieby Papers;'xlﬁj 5A§§4Efigédier

General John Bratton's South Carolina Brigade of Field's division on

- the afterno@n of the 18th had been pOSted.in the works to the Jeft and

right of Battery No. 3. Bratton at dark had merched his troops to

the left and relieved one of Kershaw's brigades in the vorks covering

‘Baxter road. Bratton's left now rested on Pegram's Salient. During

the period, June 19-23, Bratton's men worked hard strengthening the
wrks they occupied, On the night of the 23d they were relieved by
Brigadier Generzl Stepnen LlllOﬁ*‘c brigade of Johnson's division..

. H,, Series I, Vol; XL, pt. I, 797, 803.
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Ieid. The cannonsers of the fouf'artillery battaelions assigned to
Beauregard's command had pééted their pieces along the line and at
commending points in iis rear bo aid in the defense. Tﬁo of
Beauregard's batteries, the Confederate Guards and Wright’s, had -
uﬁlimbered their guns north of the Appomattox. Most of the guns
which sﬁelled the XVIII Corps on the morning of the 24Lth werélnorth
of the rivef.' These pieces were mounted in three sectors, - Fmplaced
ont the commanding bluff at Archer's house were the rifled guns of
Battery A, Sumtef South Caroline Artillery.and Lewis' Virginia
Béttery. One-~half mile up the Appomattox from Archer's were the
rifled guns of Clutter's and Thompson's Virginia Batteries. The.

cannonesrs of Poague's Battalion had unlimbered their guns farther

upstream, aloﬁgside the three 20-pounder Parrotﬁszmanned by the

Confederate Guards Artillery and the five field pieces served by
Wright's Virginia Battery,

On the night of June 23, eight 24-pounder Coehorn mortars were

-emplaced.in rear of Hagood's left. Two Napoleons were emplaced on

Hagood's line, where it crossed the City Point road. 0. R., Series

- 'I; Vol. XL, pt. I, 757; Hagood, Memoirs of the War of Secession, 281.

0. RB., Series I, Vol. X, pt. I, 803; Hagood, Memoirs of the Wer of
Secession, 278.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 716, 718; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XL,

e

‘pt. TI, 401; Q. R., Series I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 1250-1252, Stennard's

troops, since occupying the works between the river and City Point
rozd, had spent meny hours “remodeling and rebuilding their lines.X
Two covered ways were started, linking the front and rear lines,

{n the 23¢ a Negro Brigade led by Colonel Nelson imes had reported
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to General Stannard. The general placed the Negroes in his rear line

of works, thus freeing Burnham's brigade, which was sent a mile to

the rear to rest. Colodel Cullen's brigade replaced Burnham's troops

in the rifle-pits on Stannard's right.

13 Q..E.; Series I, Vol. XL, pt. I, 797, 803; Field, tCampaign of 1864-1865,"

‘-“,—‘-““" 3

Southern Historicsl Society Papers, XIV, 550.

1, Hagood, Memoirs of the Ver of Secession, 277,
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Toid.; 0. R., Series I, Vol, XL, pt. I, 716, 718, 803; 0. R., Series

I, Vol. XL, pt. II, 401.

0. k., Series I, Vol, XL, pt. I, 797798,

~J o~

Tbid., 80k.

0. R., Series I, Vol. LI, pt. I, 1251, Twentyéfour dead Confederates

were found in front of the rifle-pits held by the Spenser-armed 4C0th

Massachusetts.

19 Hegood, Memoirs of the War of Secession, 276-277; Field, “Campaign of

. i”.186h and 1865," Southern Historical Society Papers, XIV, 551.

.20 Walker, Histo;g of the II Corps, 545-5L6.
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